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sioner shall affirm, reverse or modify his previous action,

specifying his reasons therefor. Pending such hearing and
decision thereon the commissioner may suspend or postpone
the effective date of his previous action.

(b) Nothing contained in this chapter shall require the

observance at any hearing held under authority thereof of

formal rules of pleading or evidence.

(c) Any order or decision of the commissioner under au- Appeal to tiie

thority of this chapter shall be subject to review, which fudidTuouit.

shall be on the basis of the record of the proceedings before

the commissioner and shall not be limited to questions of law,

by appeal to the supreme judicial court at the instance of

any party in interest.

The court shall determine whether the filing of the appeal
shall operate as a stay of any such order or decision of the

commissioner. The court may, in disposing of the issue

before it, modify, affirm or reverse the order or decision of

the commissioner in whole or in part.

Section 20. If any section, subsection, subdivision, para- invalidity ot

graph, sentence or clause of this chapter is held invalid or efcVnot't"'

unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the remain-
f|[^3*^jg

ing portions of this chapter.
remain er.

Section 2. All laws or parts of laws inconsistent with
f"^.°°g'^*^°g^

any provision of this act are hereby repealed.

Section 3. This act shall take effect on October first, nine- Effective date.

teen hundred and forty-seven. Approved June 28, 1947.

An Act relative to the acquisition by the common- Chav.Q^2
WEALTH OF CERTAIN PROPERTIES IN THE TOWNS OF OAK
BLUFFS AND EDGARTOWN FOR PUBLIC BEACH PURPOSES.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend Emergency
t r • i-i- 1-1 ••.! preamble.

to defeat its purpose, which is to authorize the acquisition by
the commonwealth, without delaj'', of certain properties for

public beach purposes, therefore it is hereby declared to be
an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-
tion of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 510 of the acts of 1946 is hereby amended by
inserting after section 1 the following section: — Section
JA. In case all of the parcels referred to in section one can-
not be taken or acquired due to a deficiency of funds appro-
priated and available therefor, said commissioner may take
or acquire such of said parcels, or such portions thereof, as
may be taken or acquired within the limits of said funds.

Approved June 28, 1947.

An Act further regulating means of escape in hotels, Chav.^S
BOARDING HOUSES, LODGING HOUSES AND FAMILY HOTELS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 44 of chapter 143 of the General Laws, as appear- c. i,. rTer.

ing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by strik-
^^j^ended^'
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ing out in line 9 and in line 15 the word "such", — and by-

inserting after the word "notice" in line 16 the words: —
satisfactoiy to the commissioner and, — so as to read as

j^atciunen follows :
— SectioH 44- The keeper of a hotel, boarding or

e^o."*"*' lodging house or family hotel containing one hundred or

more sleeping rooms, and being four or more stories high,

shall have therein at least two competent watchmen, each
properl}^ assigned, and each on duty between the hours of

nine o'clock at night and six o'clock in the morning. The
keeper of every hotel, boarding or lodging house or family

hotel containing fifty or more sleeping rooms, but less than
one hundred, and being three stories high, shall have between
said hours at least one competent watchman on duty therein.

In all hotels, lodging houses or family hotels, the halls, cor-

ridors and stairways shall be properly lighted at night, and
a red light shall be kept during the night at the top and bot-

tom of each flight of stairs; and one or more proper alarms
or gongs, capable of being heard throughout the house, shall

always remain easy of access and ready for use in every

such building to give to the inmates warning of fire. The
keeper of every hotel, boarding or lodging house or family

hotel shall keep a notice satisfactory to the commissioner
and descriptive of such means of escape conspicuously posted

in every sleeping room. Approved June 28, 1947.

C/iat>.644 An Act relative to the application of the motor ve-

hicle EXCISE law to certain MOTOR VEHICLES OR TRAIL-

ERS registered in this commonwealth and in another
STATE.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

G. l. (Ter Sectiou 1 of chapter 60A of the General Laws, as most
etc:! 'amended.' reccutly amended by chapter 718 of the acts of 1941, is

hereby further amended by striking out the last paragraph,

as appearing in section 1 of chapter 480 of the acts of 1938,

and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph :
—

Certain The excisc imposed by this section shall not apply to the

not subject'
"^^

registration by an inhabitant of any state other than this
to excise t.ax. comiBonWealth or by a partnership, voluntary association or

corporation which does not have a principal place of busi-

ness in this commonwealth, of any motor vehicle or trailer

to be customarily kept in another state if such other state

does not impose an excise, privilege or property tax or fee,

in addition to a registration fee, upon motor vehicles or

trailers, as the case may be, customarily kept in this com-
monwealth and registered by an inhabitant of this common-
wealth, or by a partnership, voluntary association or corpo-

ration having its principal place of business in this com-
monwealth. The commissioner shall determine what states

do not impose such additional excise, privilege or property

tax or fee, and his determination shall be final.

Approved June 28, 1947.


