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By Mr. Del Grosso of Revere (by request), petition of John J. Henry for legis-
lation to provide for the election of the city council, school committee and mayor
of the city of Revere for a term of four years and providing for a recall or removal
from office of said officials. Local Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine

An Act to provide that the terms of office of the mayor,, city

COUNCIL AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE SHALL BE FOUR YEARS, A VACANCY

AMONG THE COUNCILLORS AT-LARGE SHALL BE FILLED BY THE

RUNNER-UP IN THE LAST ELECTION, A VACANCY AMONG THE WARD
COUNCILLORS SHALL BE FILLED BY A SPECIAL ELECTION, AND

FURTHER PROVIDING THAT CITY COUNCILLORS, THE MAYOR AND
SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBERS MAY BE REMOVED AT ANY TIME IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same

,
as

folio ids:

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter
2 forty-three of the General Laws the quadrennial city election
3 in the city of Revere shall be held in the year nineteen hundred
4 and seventy-one and every fourth year thereafter on the Tues-
-5 day next after the first Monday in November, at which there
6 shall be elected by ballot eleven members of the city council,
7 five members of the school committee, and a mayor for a term
8 of four years from the first Monday in January following their
9 election and until their successors are qualified. At every

10 quadrennial city election there shall be chosen Five ward
11 councillors, Six councillors at-Large, Five school committee
12 members and a mayor who shall serve for a period of four
13 years from the first Monday in January following their elec-
-14 tion and until their successors are qualified. A vacancy among
15 the Councillors at-Large shall be filled by the person who
16 was the Runner-Up in the last election held for such office.
17 A vacancy among the ward councillors shall be filled by a
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18 special election within ninety days after such vacancy occurs.
19 The holder of any elective office may be removed at any time
20 by the voters qualified to vote at city elections, and the pro-
-21 cedure to effect his removal shall be as follows: A petition
22 signed by a number of voters of the city qualified to vote at
23 city elections, equal to at least twenty-five per cent of the
21 aggregate number of registered voters in the city, and demand-
-25 ing an election of a successor of the person sought to be re-
-26 moved, shall be filed in (he office of the city clerk. The petition
27 shall contain a general statement of the grounds for removal.
28 It need not to be on one paper, but may consist of several
29 distinct papers, each containing the said demand and sub-
-30 stantially upon the same grounds; and all papers containing
31 said demand and statement, which in any one day shall be
32 filed in the office of the city clerk, shall be deemed parts of
33 the same petition. Each signer shall add to his signature bis
34 place of residence on the preceding first day of April, giving
35 the street and street number, if any. One signer of every such
36 paper shall make oath upon information and belief, before
37 a notary public or a justice of the peace, that the statements
38 therein made are true, and that each signature to such paper
39 is the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports
40 to be.
41 Within ten days after the petition is filed, the city clerk,
42 with the assistance of the election commissioners, shall
43 examine the petition to ascertain whether or not it is signed
44 by the requisite number of qualified voters as above described,
45 and shall attach to the petition a certificate, showing the re-
-46 suit of his examination. If, from the city clerk’s certificate,
47 the petition appears not to be signed by the requisite number
48 of voters, it may be supplemented within ten days after the
49 date of such certificate by other papers signed and sworn to
50 as aforesaid, and all other papers containing a like demand
51 and statement, and signed and sworn to as aforesaid, which
52 shall be filed with the city clerk within the said ten days, shall
53 be deemed supplemental to the original petition.
54 The city clerk shall, within ten days after such supplemen-
-55 tation, make a like examination of the amended petition, and
56 attach thereto a new certificate, and, if it appears from such
57 new certificate that the petition is still insufficient as to the
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58 number of signers as aforesaid, it shall be returned to the
59 person or persons filing the same, without prejudice, however,
60 to the filing of a new petition to the same effect.
61 If the petition, as originally filed or as supplemented, shall
62 be certified by the city clerk to be sufficient, he shall present
63 the same to the city council without delay, and the city coun-
-64 cil shall call the election so demanded, and shall fix a date
65 for holding the same, which shall be not less than thirty nor
66 more than sixty days after the date of the presentation of the
67 petition by the city clerk to the council. The city council shall
68 make or cause to be made all arrangements for holding the
69 election, and the same shall be held and conducted, returns
70 thereof made and the result thereof declared in all respects as
71 in the case of other city elections. The successor of any officer
72 so removed shall hold the office during the unexpired term of
73 his predecessor. Any person sought to be removed may be a
74 candidate at the said election, and unless he requests other-
-75 wise in writing, the city clerk shall place his name on the
76 official ballots without nomination. The candidate receiving
77 the highest number of votes shall be declared elected. If some
78 person other than the incumbent receives the highest number
79 of votes, the incumbent shall thereupon be deemed to be re-
-80 moved from the office. In case a person, other than the incum-
-81 bent, receiving the highest number of votes shall fail to make
82 oath before the city clerk or a justice of the peace, within
83 thirty days after his election, faithfully to perform the duties
84 of the office, the office shall be deemed vacant. If the incum-
-85 bent receives the highest number of votes, he shall continue in
86 office until the end of the term which he was serving at the
87 time of the said election, unless sooner removed therefrom by
88 new and like proceedings. The name of no candidate, other
89 than that of the person sought to be removed, shall be printed
90 on the official ballots to be used at the said election, unless
91 such candidate be nominated as hereinbefore provided, at a
92 preliminary election for nomination.

1 Section 2. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to
2 the registered voters of the city of Revere at the next munici-
-3 pal election in the form of the following question which shall
I be placed on the official ballot to be used in said city at said
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election:—“Shall an act passed by the City Council of the
City of Revere in the year nineteen hundred sixty-eight en-
titled “An Act to provide that the terms of the office of the
Mayor, City Council and School Committee shall be four
years, a vacancy among the ward councillors shall be filled by
a special election, and further providing that City Councillors,
the Mayor and School Committee members may be removed at
any time in accordance with the provisions of this act’, be
accepted?”
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