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By Mr. Cox of Needham, petition of Gilbert W. Cox, Jr., Martin A. Linsky,
Francis W. Hatch, Jr., and Edward M. Dickson for legislation to provide certain
exemptions from real estate taxes for various categories of individuals. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine,

An Act providing certain exemptions from real estate taxes
FOR VARIOUS CATEGORIES OF INDIVIDUALS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same as
follows :

1 Section 1. Clause Seventeenth of section sof chapter 59
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 371
3 of the acts of 19(16, is hereby further amended by striking out
4 the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
5 sentence:—Real Estate, to the value of two thousand dollars
6 or the sum of one hundred and seventy-five dollars, which-
-7 ever would result in an abatement of the greater amount of
8 actual taxes due, of a widow, or of any minor whose father
9 is deceased, occupied by such widow, or minor as her or his

10 domicile, or a person or persons over the age of seventy who
11 has owned and occupied it as a domicile for not less than ten
12 years; provided, that the whole estate, real and personal, of
13 such widow, person or minor does not exceed in value the
14 sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, exclusive of property
15 otherwise exempt under the twelfth, twentieth and twenty-
-16 first clauses of this section and exclusive of the value of the
17 mortgage interest held by persons other than the person or
18 persons to be exempted in such mortgaged real estate as may
19 be included in such whole estate.

C6e Commontoealtfr of 6paosacinisetts

1 Section 2. Clause Twenty-second of said section sof said
2 chapter 59 is hereby further amended by striking out the first
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3 paragraph, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 359 of the
4 acts of 1966, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 paragraph:—
6 Real estate of the following classes of persons who are legal
7 residents of the commonwealth and who are veterans, as de-
-8 fined in clause forty-three of section seven of chapter four,
9 and whose last discharge or release from the armed forces was

10 under other than dishonorable conditions and who were domi-
-11 ciled in Massachusetts for at least six months prior to enter-
-12 ing such service, or who have resided in the commonwealth
13 for five consecutive years next prior to date of filing for ex-
-14 emption under this clause, hereinafter referred to in this
15 clause as soldiers and sailors, provided such real estate is oc-
-16 cupied in whole or in part as his domicile by such person,
17 and provided, further, that if the spouse of the soldier or sailor
18 is also a soldier or sailor each shall receive the amount of ex-
-19 emption provided in this clause to the same extent as if un-
-20 married, to the amount of two thousand dollars or the sum of
21 one hundred and seventy-five dollars, whichever would result
22 in an abatement of the greater amount of actual taxes due.
23 No real estate shall be so exempt which the assessors shall
24 adjudge has been conveyed to a soldier or sailor or to his
25 wife, widow, father or mother to evade taxation.

1 Section 3. Said clause Twenty-second of said section sof
2 said chapter 59 is hereby further amended by striking out
3 paragraph (e), as appearing in section 1 of chapter 666 of
4 the acts of 1962, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 paragraph:—
6 (e) Fathers and mothers of soldiers or sailors who lost
7 their lives in such wartime service, to the amount of two
8 thousand dollars or the sum of one hundred and seventy-five
9 dollars, whichever would result in an abatement of the greater

10 amount in actual taxes due, for each such soldier or sailor;
11 provided that only two thousand dollars or the sum of one
12 hundred and seventy-five dollars, whichever would result in an
13 abatement of the greater amount of actual taxes due, for each
14 such soldier or sailor of the real estate of any such father or
15 mother held jointly by them shall be exempted; provided,
16 further, that the words ‘father and mother’ as appearing in
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17 this paragraph, shall be construed to include natural fathers
18 and mothers and father and mother by adoption and persons
19 who stood in loco parentis to such soldiers and sailors.

1 Section 4: Said clause Twenty-second of said section 5
2 of said chapter 59 is hereby further amended by striking out

paragraph (/), as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof3
4 the following paragraph :

5 (/) Widows of soldiers who were veterans, as defined in
6 clause forty-three of section seven of chapter four; provided
7 such widows have remained unmarried and have resided in
8 the commonwealth for five consecutive years next prior to
9 the date of filing for exemption under this clause.

Section 5. Said section sof said chapter 59 is hereby fur-
thur amended by striking out clause Twenty-second A, as most
recently amended by section 2 of chapter 359 of the acts of
1966, and inserting in place thereof the following clause:

1
9

3
4

Twenty-second A, Real estate of soldiers and sailors and
their spouses who are legal residents of the commonwealth
and who are veterans, as defined in clause forty-three of sec-
tion seven of chapter four and whose last discharge or re-
lease from the armed forces was under other than dishonor-
able conditions, and who were domiciled in Massachusetts for
at least six months prior to entering such service or who have
resided in the commonwealth for five consecutive years next
prior to date of filing for exemption under this clause, who ac-
cording to the records of the Veterans Administration or of
any branch of the armed forces of the United States by reason
of injury received or disease contracted while in such war-
time service and in the line of duty, lost or have suffered
permanent loss of use of one foot at or above the ankle or lost
or have suffered permanent loss of use of one hand at or
above the wrist, or who according to the records of the Vet-
erans Administration by reason of injury received or disease
contracted while in such service, is receiving a statutory
award from the Veterans Administration for such loss or loss
of sight of one eye, or who have been awarded the congres-
sional medal of honor, the distinguished service cross, the
navy cross or the air force cross or who is in receipt of a total
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37 disability rating of one hundred per cent for a service con-
-38 nected disability from the Veterans Administration to the
39 amount of four thousand dollars or the sum of three hundred
30 and fifty dollars, whichever would result in an abatement of
11 the greater amount, of actual taxes due, iu the case of each
12 person ; provided, that such real estate is occupied as his domi-
13 cile by such person, and provided, further, that if said prop-
-14 erty be greater than a single family house, then only that

1 value of so much of said house as is occupied by said person
16 as his domicile shall be exempted.
17 After the assessors have allowed an exemption under this*
38 clause, no further evidence of the existence of the facts re-
-35) quired by this clause shall be required in any subsequent year
40 in the city or town in which the exemption has been allowed.
11 Two thousand dollars of this exemption or the sum of
42 one hundred and seventy-live dollars, the amount to be
43 abated from the annual tax assessed on such real estate, as
44 the case may be, shall be borne by the city or town, the bal-
-45 ance, up to two thousand dollars of exemption or one hun-
-46 dred and seventy-five dollars of such tax abatement, as the
47 case may be, shall be borne by the commonwealth, and the
48 state treasurer shall annually reimburse the city or town for
49 the amount of the tax which otherwise would have been col-
-50 lected on account of this balance.

! Section 6. Said section sof said chapter 59 is hereby fur-
ther amended by striking out clause Twenty-second 15, as

3 most recently amended by section 3 of said chapter 359 of the
4 acts of 1966. and inserting in place thereof the following
5 clause:

6 Twenty-second 13, Keal estate of soldiers and sailors and
7 their spouses who are legal residents of the commonwealth
8 and who are veterans, as defined in clause forty-three of sec-
-9 tion seven of chapter four, and whose last discharge or release

10 from the armed forces was under other than dishonorable con-
-11 ditions, and who were domiciled in Massachusetts for at least
12 six months prior to entering such service, or who have resided
13 in the commonwealth for five consecutive years next prior
14 to date of filing for exemption under this clause, who accord-
-15 ing to the records of the Veterans Administration or of any
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]G branch of the armed forces by reason of such wartime service
17 in the armed forces of the United States have suffered in the
18 line of duty the loss or permanent loss of use of both feet at
19 or above the ankle, or loss or permanent loss of use of both
20 hands at or above the wrist or loss or permanent loss of use
21 of one foot at or above the ankle and one hand at or above
22 the wrist, or the loss of sight of both eyes as prescribed and
23 certified by the Veterans Administration, to the amount of
24 eight thousand dollars or the sum of seven hundred dollars,
25 whichever would result in an abatement of the greater amount
26 of actual taxes due, provided, that such real estate is occupied
27 as his domicile by such person, and provided, further, that it
28 said property be greater than a single family house, then only
29 that value of so much of said house as is occupied by said
30 person as his domicile shall be exempted.
B 1 Two thousand dollars of this exemption or the sum of one
32 hundred and seventy-five dollars, the amount to be abated

33 from the annual tax assessed on such real estate, as the case
34 may be, shall be borne by the city or town, the balance up to
35 six thousand dollars of exemption or five hundred and twenty-
-36 five dollarsof such tax abatement, as the case may be, shall be
37 borne by the commonwealth, and the state treasurer shall an-
-38 nually reimburse the city or town for the amount of the
39 tax which otherwise would have been collected on account of
40 this balance.

1 Section 7. Said section sof said chapter 59 is hereby
amended by striking out clause Twenty-second C, as amended

3 by section 4 of said chapter 359, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following clause:
5 Twenty-second C, Real estate of soldiers and sailors and
6 their spouses who are veterans, as defined in clause forty-
-7 three of section seven of chapter four, and whose last dis-
-8 charge or release from the armed forces was under other than
9 dishonorable conditions, and who were domiciled in Massa-

-10 chusetts for at least six months prior to entering such service,
11 or who have resided in the commonwealth for five consecutive
12 years next prior to date of filing for exemption under this
13 clause, and who according to the records of the Veterans Ad-
-14 ministration bv reason of such wartime service in the armed
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15 forces of the United States have suffered in the line of duty
16 permanent and total disability, and who by reason of such
IT disability have received assistance in acquiring “specially
18 adapted housing” under laws administered by the Veterans
19 Administration, to the amount of ten thousand dollars or
20 the sum of eight hundred and seventy-five dollars, whichever
21 would result in an abatement of the greater amount of actual
22 taxes due, provided, that such real estate is occupied as his
23 domicile by such person, and provided further, that if said
24 property be greater than a single family house then only that
25 value of so much of said house as is occupied by said person^
26 as his domicile shall be exempted.
27 Two thousand dollars of this exemption or the sum of one
28 hundred and seventy-five dollars, the amount to be abated
29 from the annual tax assessed on such real estate, as the case
30 may be, shall be borne by the city or town, the balance up to
31 eight thousand dollars of exemption or seven hundred dollars
32 of such tax abatement, as (he case may be, shall be borne by
33 the commonwealth, and the state treasurer shall annually re-
-34 imburse the city or town for the amount of the tax which
35 otherwise would have been collected on account of this bal-
-36 ance.

1 Section S. Clause Twenty-second I) of section sof said
2 chapter 59 as amended by chapter 881 of the acts of 1965, is
3 hereby further amended by adding after the word “dollars,”
4 in lino 1, the following words: or the sum of one hundred
5 and seventy-five dollars whichever would result in an abate-
-6 ment of the greater amount of actual taxes due.

1 Section 9. Said section sof said chapter 59 is hereby fur-
-2 ther amended by striking out clause Thirty-seventh, as most
3 recently amended by section one of chapter 615 of the acts of
4 1965, and inserting in place thereof the following clause:
5 Thirty-seventh, Real property, to the amount of three thou-i
6 sand dollars or the sum of two hundred and sixty-two dollars
7 and fifty cents, whichever would result in an abatement of the
8 greater amount of actual taxes due, of a blind person who is a
9 legal resident of the commonwealth, whether such property be

10 owned by him individually, jointly, or as a tenant in common;
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11 provided, that such property is occupied by such person as his
12 domicile, and provided, further, that the total assessed value
13 of all real property owned by such person individually, jointly,
14 or as a tenant in common, does not exceed twenty-five thou-
-15 sand dollars.

1 Section 10. Said section sof said chapter 59 is hereby
2 further amended by striking ont clause Forty-first, as most
3 recently amended by chapter 728 of the acts of 1966, and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the following clause:—
5 Forty-first, Real property, to the amount of four thousand
6 dollars or the sum of three hundred and fifty dollars, which
7 ever would result in an abatement of the greater amount of
8 actual taxes due, of a person seventy years of age or over, or
9 whose spouse is seventy years of age or over, and occupied

10 by him as his domicile, or of a person who owns the same
11 jointly with his spouse, either of whom is seventy years of
12 age or over, and occupied by them as their domicile or of a
13 person seventy years of age or over who owns the same joint-
-14 ly or as a tenant in common with a person not his spouse and
15 occupied by him as his domicile; provided, (A) that such per-
-16 son or his spouse (1) has been domiciled in the common-
-17 wealth for the preceding ten years, (2) has owned such real
18 property either individually, jointly, or as a tenant in com-
-19 mon, for the preceding five years, or, if such person has not
20 so owned such real property for the preceding five years con-
-21 secutively, has so owned and occupied as his domicile such
22 real property and other real property in the commonwealth,
23 for the preceding five years consecutively or has owned such
24 property for a period of less than five years and has had it
25 taken by eminent domain, and such time while so owned when
26 added to the time of his occupation of a newly purchased home
27 is equal to five years, or is a surviving spouse who inherits
28 such real property and who has occupied such real property as
29 his or her domicile for the preceding five years, consecutively,
30 and who otherwise qualifies under this clause; and (3) had,
31 in the preceding year, a net income from all sources both tax-
-32 able and nontaxable of less than four thousand dollars or, if
33 married a combined net income from all sources both taxable
34 and nontaxable with his spouse of less than five thousand dol-
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15 lars, (B) that the total assessed value of all veal property
l(i owned by such person or his spouse, or by them jointly, does
37 not exceed twenty-five thousand dollars and (C) that, in the
38 case of real estate owned by a person jointly or as a tenant
39 in common with a person not his spouse, the amount of his
40 exemption under this clause shall be that proportion of four
11 thousand dollars or the sum of three hundred and fifty dollars,
43 whichever would result in an abatement of the greater amount
43 of actual taxes due which the amount of his interest in such
44 property bears to the whole tax due, provided no exemption
45 shall be granted to any joint tenant or tenant in common un-
til less the combined net income from all sources both taxable and
47 nontaxable of such joint tenants or tenants in common and
48 their respective spouse is less than five thousand dollars and
49 provided, further, that no proportion of the exemption shall
50 be denied to any applicant otherwise qualified for the reason
51 that another joint tenant or tenant in common receives a
52 proportion of the total exemption. In computing the net in
53 come of an applicant for exemption under this clause any
54 payments received by him under the federal social security or
55 railroad retirement laws or from any annuity, pension, or re-
56 tirement plan established for employees of the United States
57 government, the government of the commonwealth, or the

58 government of any city, town, county, or special district shall
59 not be considered as income; provided, however, that if the
60 total payments received by him from one or more of these
61 sources is in excess of the maximum payment currently allow-
62 able under said federal social security law, as determined by
63 the state tax commission, the amount of such excess shall be
64 considered as income. In determining the total period of
65 ownership of an applicant for exemption under this clause,
66 the time during which the same property was owned by as
67 husband or wife individually shall be added to the period dm
68 ing which such property was owned by said husband and wifi
69 jointly. Where a portion of the real property occupied as a
70 domicile of an applicant under this clause is located within a
71 municipality other than the municipality in which the appli
72 cant is domiciled, and where the value of said property, or the
73 taxes, assessed by the municipality in which the applicant is
74 domiciled is less than the maximum exemption provided by
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75 this clause, that part of the applicants said property within
7(i such other municipality shall be exempt to a value, or to an
77 amount of tax, sufficient to provide to the applicant the total
78 maximum exemption provided by the clause.

1 Section 11. Said section sof said chapter 59 is hereby
2 further amended by striking out clause Forty-second, as most
;! recently amended by section 1 of chapter 267 of the acts of
4 19(55, and inserting in place thereof the following clause: —
5 Forty-second, Real estate of the widow, until she remar-
(> maries, of a police offices or tire tighter, to the amount of eight
7 thousand dollars or the sum of seven hundred dollars, which-
-8 ever would result in an abatement of the greater amount of
!) actual taxes due; provided that such real estate is owned and

10 occupied by her as her domicile, and provided, further, no
11 real estate shall be so exempt which the assessors shall ad-
-12 judge has been conveyed to such widow to evade taxation.

1 Section 12. Said section sof said chapter 59 is hereby
2 further amended by striking out clause Forty-third, as most
‘5 recently amended by section 2 of chapter 207 of the acts of
4 19(55, and inserting in place thereof the following clause:—
5 Forty-third, Real estate of the surviving minor children,
6 including adopted children, of a police officer or tire tighter
7 killed in the line of duty as such police officer or tire tighter,
8 to the amount of eight thousand dollars or the sum of seven
9 hundred dollars, whichever would result in an abatement of

10 the greater amount of actual taxes due; provided that the
11 mother of such children is deceased, that such real estate is
12 owned and occupied by such children as their domicile; and
13 provided, further, that no real estate shall be exempt which
14 the assessors shall adjudge has been conveyed to such chil-
-15 dren to evade taxation.

1 Section 13. Said section sof said chapter 59 is hereby
2 further amended by adding after clause forty-fourth, added
3 by section 2 of chapter 700 of the acts of 19(56, the following
4 clause:—
5 Forty-fifth, Real property, to the amount of two thousand
6 dollars or the sum of one hundred and seventy-five dollars.
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7 whichever would result in an abatement of the greater amount
8 of actual taxes due, of a person who, as the result of injury
9 or disease, has suffered the loss of permanent loss of use of

10 both feet at or above the ankle, or the loss or permanent loss
11 of use of both hands at or above the wrist, or the loss or
12 permanent loss of use of one foot at or above the ankle and
13 one hand at or above the wrist; provided, that such person is
14 a legal resident of the commonwealth, owns such property
15 individually, pointly, or as a tenant in common, and occupies
16 such property as his domicile, and provided, further, that the
17 total assessed value of all real property owned by such person
18 individually, jointly, or as a tenant in common does not exceed
19 twenty-live thousand dollars.

1 Section 14. This act shall apply to taxes levied for the
2 year
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