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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled.

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby authorized
and directed to make an investigation and study of the subject matter of
current senate documents numbered 812, directing the metropolitan district
commission to dredge the channel of the 'Muddy river in the city of Boston
and improve the same and lands adjacent thereto; and of current house docu-
ments numbered 289, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district com-
mission to acquire the site of the Bunker Hill quarry and adjacent portion
of the granite railway in Quincy by gift, purchase or eminent domain as a
part of the Blue Hills reservation; 1171, directing the metropolitan district
commission to construct an overpass across Revere Beach parkway at the
intersection of Lewis street in the city of Everett; 1175, providing for the con-
struction and maintenance by the metropolitan district commission of a pedes-
trian overpass at the intersection of Nonantum and Brook streets in the
vicinity of the Monsignor Daly recreation center in the Brighton district of
the city of Boston; 1424, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district
commission to acquire the site of the Bunker Hill quarry and adjacent por-
tion of the granite railway in Quincy by gift, purchase or eminent domain
as a part of the Blue Hills reservation; 1566, authorizing and directing the
metropolitan district commission to cover Linden brook in Revere and tribu-
taries running to the Northeast expressway; and of the investigation and
study proposed by current house document numbered 1764, concerning flood
control of the Muddy river; and current house documents numbered 2157,
authorizing and directing the metropolitan district commission to make neces-
sary improvements to James Jackson Storrow Memorial driveway; 3085, pro-
viding for the construction of either a pedestrian overpass or underpass at
Neponset Circle in the Dorchester section of the city of Boston; 3090, au-
thorizing and directing the metropolitan district commission to remove a cer-
tain structure; 3220, authorizing the metropolitan district commission to con-
struct an overpass on the Alewife Brook parkway to facilitate access to the

Chapter 71 of the Resolves of 1968 provides for an investigation
and study by the Metropolitan District Commission relative to
various construction and improvement projects, as follows:
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swimming pool located at Dilboy field; 3051, authorizing and directing the
metropolitan district commission to construct a culvert in the town of
Arlington and the city of Somerville; 3506, authorizing and directing the
metropolitan district commission to assume the operation of the pumping
station located in the city of Chelsea; 3513, providing additional funds for
the metropolitan district commission for the improvement of the Neponset
river and its tributaries; 3515, transferring the care, maintenance and control
of certain land near Ponkapoag Pond in the town of Randolph to said town
from the metropolitan district commission; and 3Y52, authorizing and di-
recting the metropolitan district commission to construct a culvert in the
town of Arlington and the city of Somerville. Said commission shall report
to the general court the results of its investigation and study, and its recom-
mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such
recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of
representatives on or before the third Wednesday of December, nineteen
hundred and sixty-eight.

Approved June 10, 1968.

An Act directing the metropolitan district commission to
DREDGE THE CHANNEL OF THE MUDDY RIVER IN THE CITY OF
BOSTON AND IMPROVE THE SAME AND LANDS ADJACENT THERETO.

1 The Metropolitan District Commission’s jurisdiction over
2 the Muddy River extends only from Charlesgate East to
3 Charlesgate West and from Boyleston Street to the Charles
4 River. The remaining portions of the Muddy River and its
5 adjacent lands lie under the ownership and control of either
6 the City of Boston or the Town of Brookline. This bill,
7 therefore, proposes that the Commission conduct a project
8 in an area which it does not control. This is contrary to
9 the Commission’s statutory obligation which is to improve its

10 own property only. Under any consideration, a project of
11 this nature should be conducted by either the City of Boston,
12 the Town of Brookline or both and not by the Metropolitan
13 District Commission.
14 Currently, in its planning of the Inner Belt Highway, the

SENATE No. 812
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15 Department of Public Works is considering relocation or en-
-16 closure of parts of the Muddy River. In view of this tenta-
-17 five state of planning, it would not be wise for any definite
18 steps to be taken toward the improvement of the Muddy
19 River at this time.
20 In spite of its lack of jurisdiction over the Muddy River
21 and its adjacent lands, the Metropolitan District Commission
22 does recognize its control over the flood waters of this river.
23 Currently, the Commission is working in conjunction with the
24 Corps of Army Engineers which was authorized by the 1968
25 session of the 90th Congress to undertake an extensive pro-
-26 gram of flood control and land development of the Charles
27 River and its tributaries. The Muddy River is Included within
28 this program. Preliminary reports of the Corps indicate that
29 flooding of the Muddy River is directly linked to high flows
30 in the Charles River Basin. Both problems would be solved
31 by basin level control which would be provided by the pro-
-32 posed new Charles River Dam Project.

An Act to authorize and direct the metropolitan district
COMMISSION TO ACQUIRE THE SITE OF THE BUNKER HILL QUARRY
AND ADJACENT PORTION OF THE GRANITE RAILWAY IN QUINCY
BY GIFT, PURCHASE OR EMINENT DOMAIN AS A PART OF THE
BLUE HILLS RESERVATION.

1 In compliance with Chapter 454 of the Acts of 1968, the
2 Metropolitan District Commission, on August 29, 1968, form-
-3 ally relinquished ail claim and deed to the Site of the “First
4 Railroad in America” to the City of Quincy for restoration
5 and preservation as an historic site. Any legislation regard-
-6 ing the acquisition of adjacent land for the same purpose
7 should be directed toward the City of Quincy and not the
8 Metropolitan District Commission.

No. 289HOUSE
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An Act directing the metropolitan district commission to
CONSTRUCT AN OVERPASS ACROSS REVERE BEACH PARKWAY AT THE
INTERSECTION OF LEWIS STREET IN THE CITY OF EVERETT.

1 As a result of a comprehensive survey of the pedestrian
2 and auto traffic in this area, the Commission has, within the
3 past year, installed pedestrian-controlled “Walk-Don’t Walk”
4 legends at this intersection. By such action, the Commission
5 feels that it has provided the safest, most reasonable and
6 most economical solution to the problem of pedestrian safety
7 at this location.
8 The Commission estimates that the installation of a pedes-
-9 trian overpass would cost $lOO,OOO. In view of the number

10 of people who would use such an overpass, an expenditure
11 of this amount would not be justified.

HOUSE

An Act providing for the construction and maintenance
BY THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION OF A PEDESTRIAN
OVERPASS AT THE INTERSECTION OF NONANTUM AND BROOK STREETS

IN THE VICINITY OF THE MONSIGNOR DALY RECREATION CENTER
IN THE BRIGHTON DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF BOSTON.

1 To eliminate the immediate dangers to pedestrian safety
2 at the intersection of Brook Street and Nonantum Road,
3 pedestrian-controlled “Walk-Don’t Walk” legends have been
4 installed within the past year. Currently the Commis-

No. 1171
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5 sion plans to widen and divide Nonantum Road from Western
6 Avenue in Brighton to Galen Street in Watertown. In view of
7 these plans, the construction of such a structure at this 10-8
8 cation would not be advisable at this time. Further considera-
-9 tion will be given to this proposal upon completion of the

10 planning stage for the improvements on Nonantum Road.

(Hlfp (ttommomuraltlj of Haaaarl|usptts

An Act to authorize and direct the metropolitan district
COMMISSION TO ACQUIRE THE SITE OF THE BUNKER HILL QUARRY
AND ADJACENT PORTION OF THE GRANITE RAILWAY IN QUINCY
BY GIFT, PURCHASE OR EMINENT DOMAIN AS A PART OF THE BLUE
HILLS RESERVATION.

1 On August 29, 1968 the Metropolitan District Commission,
2 in accord with Chapter 454 of the Acts of 1968, formally re-
-3 linquished all claim and deed to the site of the “First Rail-
-4 road in America” to the City of Quincy for restoration and
5 preservation as an historic site. Any legislation regarding
6 the acquisition of adjacent land for the same purpose should
7 be directed toward the City of Quincy and not the Metropoli-
-8 tan District Commission.

HOUSE No. 1424



HOUSE —No. 2938.1969.] 7

t

HOUSE No. 1566

An Act authorizing and directing the metropolitan district
COMMISSION TO COVER LINDEN BROOK IN REVERE AND TRIBUTARIES
RUNNING TO THE NORTHEAST EXPRESSWAY.

1 The Commission opposes this bill. The portion of Linden
2 Brook downstream of its juncture with Town Line Brook was
3 built in open channel and widened to provide adequate capac-
-4 ity storage for the flood flows expected in a twenty-five year
5 storm. Covering all of Linden Brook and its tributaries in
6 the City of Revere would defeat this purpose.
7 Proposed plans for the completion of construction which
8 is required for the proper operation of the Linden Brook
9 and Town Line Brook Flood Control Projects involve build-

-10 ing a flood detention basin easterly of the Northeast Express-
-11 way. Upon completion of this phase, the M.D.C. will recom-
-12 mend that improvements be made to the present earth open
13 channel sections by lining them with concrete on the sides
14 and by inverting them to match the channel previously con-
-15 structed upstream on Town Line Brook.

HOUSE No. 1764

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by the met-
ropolitan DISTRICT COMMISSION CONCERNING FLOOD CONTROL OF
THE MUDDY RIVER.

1 Currently, the Corps of Army Engineers, in conjunction
2 with the Metropolitan District Commission, is conducting an
3 extensive study of the Charles River and its tributaries in-
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4 eluding the Muddy River. Flooding is a major topic of this
5 investigation. The Corps is due to disclose its findings in
6 1970.
7 Preliminary reports from the Corps indicate that flooding
8 in the Fens and the Muddy River has many causes. The
9 installation of subway tunnels and the construction of conduits

10 under the Muddy River have drastically hindered the natural
11 channel in its capacity and flow. In heavy rains, the high-
-12 flows and back-up in the Charles River Basin far overtax the
13 volume capacity of the Muddy River. Over-the-ground and
14 seepage flooding result. The Corps of Army Engineers and
15 the Commission conclude that the major solution to such
16 flooding lies in control of the level of the Charles Basin.
17 Basin-level-control will be provided by the new Charles River
18 Dam Project which was authorized by the 90th Congress
19 in its 1968 session. The actual work will be conducted by the
20 Corps of Engineers in cooperation with the Metropolitan Dis-
-21 trict Commission.

©hr (Enmmomiu'alth of HlaHsarhufirtta

An Act authorizing and directing the metropolitan district
COMMISSION TO MAKE NECESSARY IMPROVEMENTS TO JAMES JACK-
SON STORROW MEMORIAL DRIVEWAY.

1 A project of this kind, although commendable, is not very
2 practical. At present, Storrow Drive is only a few feet above
3 the level of the Charles River. Depression of the roadway
4 would require extremely extensive and costly diking and em-
-5 banking. The benefits derived from the project would not
6 justify the estimated $20,000,000 which would be expended.
7 If the intention of this bill is the reduction of traffic noises
8 in the concert season, the Commission feels that there are
9 cheaper methods that could be employed to achieve this end.

No. 2157HOUSE
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10 This past season, the Commission installed a new sound sys-
-11 tern in the Hatch Shell. With this system, the noticeability
12 of traffic noises on the Esplanade has been lessened. In ad-
-13 dition, a method of landscaping with a view toward further
14 drastic reduction of traffic noises is presently being consid-

-15 ered by the Commission’s Parks Engineering Division.

An Act providing for the construction of either a pedestrian

OVERPASS OR UNDERPASS AT NEPONSET CIRCLE IN THE DORCHESTER
SECTION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON.

1 At present, pedestrian-controlled “Walk-Don’t Walk” legends
2 are in operation at Neponset Circle. Additionally, Metropolitan
3 District Commission Police are assigned to the intersection
4 during school hours to guard the safety of pedestrians.
5 Commission engineers have studied the area and find no
6 feasible possibility for the construction of an overpass be-
-7 cause of the proximity of the Southeast Expressway. The
8 Department of Public Works which has jurisdiction over the
9 expressway has discovered that the roadway’s foundation has

10 sunken two feet in the area of Neponset Circle in the past
11 few years. Currently, the D.P.W. plans to raise the piers to
12 compensate for this settling. This project will involve ex-
-13 tensive work at Neponset Circle. In view of this situation
14 and the tentative status of planning, it would not be wise
15 to undertake the construction of an overpass at this time.
16 In regard to an underpass, such facilities usually become
17 public sewers or havens for vagrants and degenerates. Be-
-18 cause of this, the Commission has found it necessary to close
19 all of its pedestrian underpasses.
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An Act authorizing and directing the metropolitan district
COMMISSION TO REMOVE A CERTAIN STRUCTURE.

1 As drawn, this bill is extremely vague. Only a very general
2 description of the location of the structure is provided. No
3 distinction is made between the structure to be removed and
4 those nearby. No designation of ownership is given. The lack
5 of an adequate description opens the possibility that the struc-
-6 ture mentioned in this bill may not even belong to the Com-
-7 mission but rather to a private party. This bill must be
8 redrafted to clarify which building is to be removed and who
9 owns it before any judgment can be made of the feasibility

An Act authorizing the metropolitan district commission
TO construct an overpass on the alewife brook parkway

TO FACILITATE ACCESS TO THE SWIMMING POOL LOCATED AT DILBOY
FIELD.

1 Because of the insufficient volume of traffic on Alewife
2 Brook Parkway, the Commission does not feel that pedestrian
3 safety near Dilboy Field warrants the construction of an over-
-4 pass at this time. Pedestrian-controlled traffic lights have
5 already been installed at High Street which is near the en-
-6 trance to the swimming pool and at Powder House Boulevard
7 which is also in close proximity. Adequate protection for
8 pedestrians is provided by these traffic lights.

HOUSE No. 3090
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An Act authorizing and directing the metropolitan district
COMMISSION TO CONSTRUCT A CULVERT IN THE TOWN OF ARLINGTON
AND THE CITY OF SOMERVILLE.

1 Since the enclosure of Alewife Brook by a culvert would
2 cause very severe flooding upstream in periods of excessive
3 rainfall, the Commission opposes this legislation. If the in-
-4 tention of this bill is flood control, there are cheaper, more
5 effective measures which can be taken. The Mystic River
6 Basin Report indicates that the Mystic River Dam will help
7 relieve the problem. In the event that this is insufficient, the
8 report also calls for a pumping station to be built on the
9 Mystic River near Alewife Brook.

10 Presently, the Department of Public Works plans to recon-
-11 struct Route 2 at Alewife Brook. Because of this, the Com-
-12 mission intends to change Alewife Brook and the parkway
13 in the near future. If the enclosure of Alewife Brook by a
14 culvert is necessary in certain locations, it would not be wise
15 to take any action now because of the indefinite state of
16 planning.

HOUSE

An Act authorizing and directing the metropolitan district
COMMISSION TO ASSUME THE OPERATION OF THE PUMPING STATION
LOCATED IN THE CITY OF CHELSEA.

1 This bill calls for the Metropolitan District Commission to
2 assume operation and maintenance of a pumping station which

No. 3501
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3 is now owned by the City of Chelsea but it does not say
4 anything about transferring ownership to the M.D.C. The
5 basic principle of the Commission is that its responsibilities
6 lie only with its own property.
7 The present function of the pumping station in question is
8 to collect surface water from a section of the City of Chelsea
9 and the Northeast Expressway and pump it to Island End

10 River. The Commission cannot see any justifiable reason or
11 precedent for the assumption of such a function.

HOUSE No. 3513

An Act providing additional funds for the metropolitan

DISTRICT COMMISSION FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE NEPONSET
RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES.

1 Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 743 of the Acts of
2 1955 and of Chapter 521 of the Acts of 1961, the Construction
3 Division of the Metropolitan District Commission has com-
-4 pleted Stage 1 of its overall flood control program for the
5 improvement of the Neponset River and its tributaries. Stage
6 2 of this program is now nearly complete. The final step of
7 this project, Stage 3, which provides for improvement of the
8 Neponset River from the Neponset Valley Parkway to Trap-
-9 hole Brook, has not yet been undertaken even though pre-

10 liminary design and engineering studies have been made.
11 House 3513, a controversial piece of legislation which was
12 drawn by the representative from Canton, would have pro-
-13 vided the necessary funds to execute Stage 3 but the bill was
14 killed by the House in its enactment stage. If this bill were
15 to be enacted now, it should be amended to increase the
16 authorization for bond monies from $2,500,000 to $3,000,000.
17 This increase is due to the rapidly rising costs of labor, ma-
-18 terials, land damage and construction since the time of the
19 original estimate.
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An Act transferring the care, maintenance and control

of certain land near ponkapoag pond in the town of
RANDOLPH TO SAID TOWN FROM THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COM-

MISSION.

1 The Commission adamantly opposes this bill. The residents
2 of the Town of Randolph already freely use Metropolitan
3 Parks District property without paying anything toward its
4 upkeep. Never have they been restricted from it. Allowing
5 the Town of Randolph the exclusive control over land owned
6 by the member cities and towns of the Metropolitan Parks
7 District without any compensation is totally unfair to the
8 residents of those cities and towns. With such exclusive con-
-9 trol, the Town of Randolph would be free to prohibit resi-

-10 dents of the Metropolitan Parks District from land which they
11 would own. If the Town of Randolph wishes to develop Met-
-12 ropolitan Parks District land, it should join the Parks Dis-
-13 trict and thereby become part owner in that land.

No. 3752HOUSE

An Act authorizing and directing the metropolitan district
COMMISSION TO CONSTRUCT A CULVERT IN THE TOWN OF ARL-
INGTON AND THE CITY OF SOMERVILLE.

1 The Commission opposes this legislation since the enclosure
2 of Alewife Brook by a culvert would cause very severe flooding
3 upstream in periods of excessive rainfall. If the intention of this
4 bill is flood control, there are cheaper, more effective methods
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5 which can be employed. The Mystic River Basin Report in-
-6 dicates that the Mystic River Dam will help relieve the prob-
-7 lem. In the event that this measure iis insufficient, the report
8 also calls for a pumping station on the Mystic River near
9 the junction of Alewife Brook.

10 Presently, the Department of Public Works plans to re-
-11 construct Route 2 at its intersection with Alewife Brook.
12 Because of this situation, The Commission intends to revise
13 Alewife Brook and the parkway in the very near future. If
14 the enclosure of Alewife Brook by a culvert is necessary in
15 certain locations, it would not be wise to take any definite
16 action at this time because of the tenuous state of planning.
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