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By Mr. WSekes of Harwich, petition of Stephen Weekes that the State
Secretary be required to place certain names on the presidential primary ballot
as candidates for either President or Vice-President. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act requiring the state secretary to place certain names
ON THE PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY BALLOT AS CANDIDATES FOR
EITHER PRESIDENT OR VICE PRESIDENT.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section TOE of chapter 53 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first paragraph, inserted by
3 chapter 764 of the acts of 1951, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following:—
5 In voting for candidates for the office of president and vice
6 president of the United States every elector of a major
7 political party shall have the opportunity to vote his prefer-
8 ence on his official primary election ballot for one person to
9 be the candidate for nomination by his party for President

10 and one person for Vice President of the United States.
11 Preference shall be indicated either by writing the names of
12 such persons in blank spaces left on the ballot for that
13 purpose or by marking with a cross (X) or a check mark
14 ( v/) inside a voting square between the numbers and names
15 of the persons of his choice, as in the case of nominations of
16 candidates for state and district offices.
17 The name of any candidate for a major political party
18 nomination for President or for Vice President of the United
19 States shall be printed on the ballots only:
20 (a) By direction of the secretary of state who shall place
21 the name of such a candidate upon the ballot when he shall
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Ned in his sole discretion, that such candidate
3 candidacy is generally advocated or recognized in national9Q

news media throughout the United States, unless such candi-
date shall execute and file with the secretary of state an
affidavit stating without qualification that he is not now and
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a

does not intend to become a candidate for said offices at the
forthcoming presidential election.
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(6) Upon the petition for nomination presented by mem-29

bers of the major political party of the candidate. This30
petition shall have attached thereto a sheet or sheets contain-
ing the number of signatures of registered electors requiredif
by law.

31
32
33

The signature sheets shall also contain the residence
address and name or number of the precinct of each regis-
tered elector whose signature appears thereon and shall be
certified to in the manner prescribed.
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Withdrawal of candidacy shall be allowed, provided the
candidate shall execute and file with the secretary of state an
affidavit stating without qualification that he is not now and
does not intend to become a candidate for such office at the
forthcoming presidential election.
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The names of the candidates for major political party
nominations for President and for Vice President of the
United States shall be printed on the official ballots for the
primary elections of their respective parties, and shall be
marked, counted, canvassed, returned and proclaimed in the
same manner and under the same conditions, so far as the
same are applicable, as the names of candidates for nomina-
tion for state and district offices.
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