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December 18,1968.

To the Honorable House of Representatives:

The Metropolitan District Commission and the Department of
Natural Resources hereby submits its report relative to authorizing
and directing the Department of Natural Resources to carry out
certain water management projects on the Neponset River and to
acquire certain lands adjacent to the river for conservation and
recreation purposes in accordance with the provisions of Chapter
72 of the Resolves of 1968. Said Chapter 72 reads as follows:

Resolved, That the department of natural resources and the metropolitan
district commission, acting jointly, are hereby authorized and directed to make
an investigation and study of the subject matter of current house document
numbered 1641, relative to authorizing and directing the department of natural
resources to carry out certain water management projects on the Neponset
River and to acquire certain lands adjacent to the river for conservation and
recreation purposes. For such purposes the said department and commission,
acting jointly, may expend such sums as may be appropriated therefor. The
said department and commission shall report jointly to the general court the
results of their investigation and study, and their recommendations, if any,
together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommendations
into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives
on or before the third Wednesday of December, nineteen hundred and sixty-
eight.

It is requested that this report be considered a preliminary re-
port and that the final date of filing be extended to the fourth Wed-
nesday of December, 1969 with an interim report to be filed on the
fourth Wednesday of June, 1969. Legislation to accomplish this is
contained in this report.

Respectfully submitted,
ROBERTL.YASI, Commissioner

Department of Natural Resources

HOWARD WHITMORE, Commissioner
Metropolitan District Commission
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The Metropolitan District Commission and the Department of
Natural Resources were duly authorized and directed to investigate
and study the advisability of the Department of Natural Resources
carrying out certain water improvement projects and acquiring
land on the Neponset River. The study resolve was the result of
house document number 1641 which was filed with the Massachu-
setts House of Representatives in 1967.

Published materials known to exist were gathered and com-
piled. These materials were used as the background and study
method for this investigation and study due to the fact that
twenty-four studies in one form or another existed that related to
the Neponset River.

The three studies or reports that were used primarily to gain
the knowledge and background needed to determine what should
be done in relation to the Neponset River were “The Metropolitan
District Commission’s Report of the Joint Board on the Study of
the Neponset River,” House Number 3014, June, 1955; the De-
partment of Natural Resources’ report relative to “The Advisa-
bility of Preserving the Wetlands, so-called, of the Neponset River
Valley for Certain Purposes,” House Number 3567, January, 1964;
and the Metropolitan Area Planning Council’s Volume 111 Open
Space and Recreation Program for the Metropolitan Boston, the
Mystic, Charles and Neponset Rivers, 1968.

It is generally accepted that some water management projects
along with the acquisition of certain adjacent wetlands and high-
lands of the Neponset River should be accomplished for flood con-
trol, preservation of wetlands and outdoor recreation. Various
studies and master plans have advised and recommended this for
a number of years but there has not been, to date, a study in de-
tail that could be called a comprehensive study of the Neponset
River watershed area that dealt with flood control, recreation needs

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

STUDY METHODS

FINDINGS OF THIS INVESTIGATION AND STUDY
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and potentials, ground water resources, potential reservoir sites,
fish and wildlife development and resources, and flood plain identi-
fication.

Because of the lack of a comprehensive master plan of the land
and water resources of the Neponset River it is impossible at this
time to recommend in detail the acquisition of lands by any state
agency for:

1. Flood control and flood control structures.
2. Recreation and recreational developments.

3. Water supply.

4. Possible reservoir sites for low-flow augmentation

1. The lack of comprehensive water and land resources of the
Neponset and most of the other river basins in Massachusetts led
the Massachusetts Water Resources Commission in 1968 to re-
quest funds of the Legislature to cooperate with the United States
Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service in com-
pleting a Type IV River Basin Survey of the River Basins of Massa-
chusetts. A type IV Survey is a study of the water and related
land resources of a river basin.

Funds were made available for the State’s Type IV Survey and
plans call for the survey to commence in January, 1969. Priori-
ties have been set as to what areas will be studied first and at the
request of the Department, the Neponset River has been scheduled
for study in early 1969.

Ideas to be considered in the Type IV Survey of the Neponset
River will be;

1. Damages from floodwaters, sediment and erosion.

2. Potential reservoir site study.

3. Fish and wildlife development and resources.

4. Recreation needs and potentials.

5. Identification of wetlands and flood plain information.

CONCLUSIONS
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It should be emphasized that this Type IV study does not dupli-
cate other work presently being performed in the Neponset River
Watershed. Available information would be used whenever pos-
sible and supplemented where necessary.

With the information made available from the Type IV Survey,
and the Metropolitan Area Planning Council’s Open Space and
Recreation Program of the Neponset River an overall plan non-
conflicting between the two reports, can be developed for flood
control and outdoor recreational development of the Neponset
River.

2. At present the United States Army Corps of Engineers is
studying the East Branch of the Neponset and Forge Pond area
of Canton. Their findings and recommendations could affect the
main stem of the Neponset and what was proposed for water
management projects along the main stem.

3. The town of Canton, at their last annual town meeting in
March, 1968, established a flood plain committee for the town to
study the flood plain of the Neponset within the town. It is not
known what Canton’s flood plain committee will recommend to the
town but it is understood that this committee will make a report
in March, 1969.

That the Metropolitan District Commission and the Department
of Natural Resources work through the Massachusetts Water Re-
sources Commission’s Division of Water Resources and with the
Metropolitan Area Planning Council to complete in detail a plan
for the water and land resources, the development of water man-
agement projects, and the acquisition of certain adjacent lands of
the Neponset River taking into account existing studies and plans,
results of the Type IV Study of the U. S. Department of Argicul-
ture, Soil Conservation Services, results of the U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers study in Canton, and the town of Canton’s flood plain

6. Water supply needs.

7. Ground water resources of thearea.

RECOMMENDATIONS
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study. The study should include acquisition priorities, water man-
agement proposal and recreational development of the Neponset
and state what agencies whether it be federal, state or local should
accomplish the proposals.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

Resolve extending the time within which the metropolitan

DISTRICT COMMISSION AND THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RE-
SOURCES SHALL COMPLETE THEIR JOINT STUDY AND INVESTIGA-
TION RELATIVE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES CAR-
RYING OUT CERTAIN WATER MANAGEMENT PROJECTS ON THE
NEPONSET RIVER AND ACQUIRING CERTAIN LANDS ADJACENT TO
THE RIVER FOR CONSERVATION AND RECREATION PURPOSES.

1 Resolved, That the time within which the Metropolitan
2 District Commission and the Department of Natural Re-
-3 sources are required to complete their joint study and investi-
-4 gation and file their final report relative to the Department of
5 Natural Resources carrying out certain water management
6 projects on the Neponset River and acquiring certain lands
7 adjacent to the River for conservation and recreation pur-
-8 poses is hereby extended to the fourth Wednesday in December,
9 1969, and said Commission and Department shall file an in-

-10 terim report on or before the fourth Wednesday in June, 1969.
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