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of Fitchburg shall have exclusive charge and control of the
water department and water system, subject to all lawful

by-laws and to such instructions, rules and regulations as

the city may from time to time impose. Said water com-
missioner may establish fountains and hydrants, may relocate

or discontinue the same, and regulate the use of the water
and fix and collect just and equitable prices and rates for the
use thereof, and shall prescribe the time and manner of

payment of such prices and rates.

Section 4. This act shall be submitted for acceptance
to the registered voters of the city of Fitchburg at the
biennial state election in the current year in the form of the
following question, which shall be placed upon the official

ballot to be used at said election:
—

"Shall an act of' the
general court passed in the current year establishing the
office of water commissioner of the city of Fitchburg and
defining his powers and duties, be accepted?" If a majority
of the votes in answer to said question is in the affirmative,

then this act shall take full effect, but not otherwise.

Approved April 16, 1948.

An Act providing for the improvement of the alewife QJidy 235
FISHERY IN THE TOWN OF WEYMOUTH.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 490 of the acts of 1947 is hereby amended by
striking out, in lines 5 and 6, the words "thirty-five hundred "

and inserting in place thereof the words: — six thousand, —
so as to read as follows : — The department of conservation
is hereby authorized and directed to make such improve-
ments at the alewife fishery in the town of Weymouth as

may be necessary or desirable. For said purposes there may
be allowed and paid out of the state treasury, subject to
appropriation, the sum of six thousand dollars; provided,
that no part of said amount shall be expended until the
town of Weymouth shall have paid into the state treasury
the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars for said improvements.

Approved April 16, 1948.

An Act authorizing the city of north adams to appro-
priate MONEY FOR THE PAYMENT OF, AND TO PAY, CERTAIN
UNPAID BILLS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1 . The city of North Adams is hereby authorized
to appropriate money for the payment of, and after such ap-
propriation the treasurer of said city is hereby authorized to

pay, such of the unpaid bills incurred by said city and
totalling one thousand fifty-four dollars and forty-two cents,

as set forth in the list on file in the office of the director of

accounts in the department of corporations and taxation, as
are legally unenforceable against said city, either by reason
of their being incurred in excess of available appropriations
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or by reason of the failure of said city to comply with the
provisions of its charter, and as are certified for payment by
the heads of the departments wherein the bills were con-
tracted; provided, that the money so appropriated to pay
such bills shall be raised by taxation in said city.

Section 2. No bill shall be approved by the city auditor

of said city for payment or paid by the treasurer thereof

under authority of this act unless and until certificates have
been signed and filed with said city auditor, stating under
the penalties of perjury that the goods, materials or services

for which bills have been submitted were ordered by an
official or an employee of said city, and that such goods and
materials were delivered and actually received by said city

or that such services were rendered to said city, or both.

Section 3. Any person who knowingly files a certificate

required by section two which is false and who thereby re-

ceives payment for goods, materials or services which were
not received by or rendered to said city shall be punished by
imprisonment for not more than one year or by a fine of not
more than three hundred dollars, or both.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 21, 1948.

Chap.2S7 An Act authorizing the town of middleborough to
BORROW MONEY FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. For the purpose of acquiring land for and
constructing and originally equipping and furnishing a high
school building, the town of Middleborough may borrow,
from time to time, within a period of five years from the

passage of this act, such sums of money as may be necessary,

not exceeding, in the aggregate, five hundred thousand dol-

lars, and may issue bonds or notes therefor which shall bear
on their face the words, Middleborough School Loan, Act of

1948. Each authorized issue shall constitute a separate

loan, and such loans shall be paid in not more than twenty
years from their dates. Indebtedness incurred under this

act shall be in excess of the statutory limit but shall, except

as provided herein, be subject to chapter forty-four of the

General Laws, exclusive of the limitation contained in the

first paragraph of section seven thereof.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 21, 1948.

Chap.2SS An Act authorizing the county of dukes county to
expend a certain sum of money for repairs at the
DUKES county AIRPORT.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows.

•

Section 1. The county of Dukes County may expend a

sum not exceeding twenty-one hundred and twenty-four

dollars for the purpose of making repairs at the public air-

port operated by said county, the same to be paid from any


