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Executive Department
$ State House, Boston, April 14, 1969.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LYI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill
No. 3757 entitled “An Act providing that chiefs, superintendents or
marshalls of police departments and the police commissioner of the
city of Boston shall be granted an additional day’s pay if on duty on
certain holidays.”

The bill provides that chiefs, superintendents, and marshals of
police departments of any city or town and the police commissioner
of the city of Boston shall be granted an additional day’s pay for
working on any of ten designated holidays. The bill removes the
local approval provision which presently is part of the law.

I believe that the issue of whether such personnel should be so
compensated should continue to be left to the judgment of the
legislative bodies of the cities and towns. For example, the in-
clusion of the word “superintendent” may be construed to include
five persons in the city of Boston who, under the police commissioner,
have the title of superintendent. The Boston Police Department
also contains ten Deputy Superintendents who, like the Superin-
tendents, are not covered by either civil service or collective bar-
gaining, but who, nonetheless, would appear not to be covered by
this bill. It therefore appears that the city of Boston and the other

.cities and towns should themselves decide whether to accept this law.
« This procedure is consistent with the provisions of Chapter 147,

Sec. 17A, which provides a similar benefit for police officers but
only on approval of the local governing body.

I am further recommending this legislation be placed under
Chapter 147 dealing with police matters rather than under Chap-
ter 48 which deals with fire matters.
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The following amendment is recommended, therefor, for clarifi-
cation purposes:

By striking all after the enacting clause and substituting therefor
the following:

Section 1. Chapter 147 of the General Laws is hereby amended
by inserting after section 17E the following new section:

Section 17F. If a chief, superintendent or marshal of a police
department of any city or town which accepts this section is on duty
at any time on January first, July fourth, October twelfth, Novem-
ber eleventh or Christmas day or the day following when any of the
above days occur on a Sunday, or on the third Monday in February,
the third Monday in April, the last Monday in May, the first Mon-
day in September or Thanksgiving day, he shall be granted an
additional day’s pay.

Section 2. Section 57F of Chapter 48 of the General Laws, as
inserted by Chapter 786 of the acts of 1965, is hereby repealed.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth.


