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By Mr. Kerr of Agawam (by request), petition of Edward W. Connelly and
others (by vote of the town) that the town of Agawam be authorized to

ablish a board of fire commissioners. Local Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act providing for a board of fire commissioners in the
TOWN OF AGAWAM.

1 Section 1. Any provision of general or special law to the
2 contrary notwithstanding, the Board of Selectmen in the Town
3 of Agawam shall appoint a committee of six citizens consist-
-4 ing of one from each precinct for a three year term, two to be
5 appointed each year, provided however that in making the
6 initial appointments to the Board of Fire Commissioners two
7 appointments shall be made for a one year term, two appoint-
-8 ments shall be made for a two year term and two appoint-
-9 ments shall be made for a three year term, with subsequent

10 appointments to be made for three year terms, said appoint-
-11 eer to serve with the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen to
12 act as a board of Fire Commissioners hereinafter called the
13 Board.

1 Section 2. The Chairman of the Board of Selectmen shall
2 serve as Chairman of the Board. The Board shall meet at
3 least once in each quarter year and at such other times as the
4 Chairman may designate. A Clerk shall be elected by the
5 Board and shall record all transactions of the Board.

1 Section 3. Subject to the provisions of Chapter thirty-one
2 of the General Laws, the chief of the fire department shall
3 recommend to the board persons for appointment to, and
4 promotion within the department. Subject to said provisions,
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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the board shall make all appointments and promotions and
shall hear and act upon all grievances and appeals of the mem-
bers of the department.
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Section 4. The chief of the fire department shall operate
and manage the department in accordance with the rules,
regulations and policies approved by the board. He shall have
full charge of extinguishing fires in the town and of protecting
life and property in case of fire. The board shall purchase,
subject to appropriations, all property and apparatus to be
used by the department. The chief of the department shall
keep all property and apparatus of the department in good
repair. He shall prepare the annual budget of the department,
which shall be presented to the board for approval.
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Section 5. The board shall present to the finance committee
of the town, and to the town meeting, requests for such ex-
penditures as, in their opinion are needed for the operation of
the department and for the provisions of suitable fire protec-
tion for the community. All requests to the finance committee
shall be made by the board.
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1 Section 6. If a majority of the vote cast at the annual
2 town election held in the month of November of 1969 on
3 the question: ‘‘Shall an act of the General Court of the cur-
-4 rent year constituting the Selectmen of Agawam to appoint
5 a Board of Fire Commissioners be accepted?” are in the
6 affirmative, this act shall become effective but not otherwise.
7 Such acceptance may be rescinded in like manner by ballot
8 vote at any subsequent annual town election after its ac-
-9 ceptance or after previous vote on resdnder.


