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Pl ouse of Representatives, May 21, 1969.

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom were referred the peti-
tion (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3253) of Robert A. Belmonte
relative to release of certain defendants on their personal recogni-
zance instead of bail in the district courts; the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 3485) of Michael S. Dukakis, Michael E.
Haynes and another that provision be made for standards in setting
the amount of bail for persons charged with an offense punishable
by imprisonment for more than one year; the petition (accompanied
by bill, House, No. 3486); of Michael S. Dukakis, Michael E.
Haynes and another that provision be made for standards for setting
the amount of bail; and the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 3689) of Thomas S. Eisenstadt for legislation to prohibit bail
to prisoners on bail for an alleged prior felony, report the accom-
panying bill (House, No. 5212).

For the committee,

CORNELIUS F. KIERNAN

HOUSE , No. 5212
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act relative to release of certain defendants on their
PERSONAL RECOGNIZANCE INSTEAD OF BAIL IN THE DISTRICT
COURTS AND RELATIVE TO PROVIDING FOR STANDARDS FOR THE
SETTING OF BAIL AND CERTAIN RELATED MATTERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 276 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 82A the following section:
3 Section 828. Any person who shall be convicted or accused by
4 indictment or information of a crime for which a sentence of
5 imprisonment may be imposed, or who shall after examination
6 be committed to jail or admitted to bail or released under recog-
-7 nizance or otherwise released to answer to a charge of any such
8 crime, shall be subject to the provisions of this section if the
9 crime was committed while he was at large after being admitted

10 to bail or released under recognizance or otherwise held to
11 answer pending appeal from conviction of any crime, or for
12 examination, hearing, trial, disposition or sentence on any
13 criminal charge.
14 The court shall advance all of the criminal charges pending
15 against a person subject to the provisions of this section to the
16 top of the court docket for appeal, examination, hearing, trial,
17 disposition or sentence. Cases thus advanced on the docket
18 shall not be subject to any delays or continuances at request
19 of the person charged, whether on account of other engagements
20 or non-availability of his counsel or of priority given to other
21 cases or for any other cause; provided that cases of other
22 persons subject to this section shall retain priority on the docket,
23 other persons whose constitutional or statutory rights to a
24 speedy trial would otherwise be jeopardized shall retain their
25 priority on the docket, and any person subject to this section
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26 shall be allowed such continuances to obtain counsel, to prepare
27 his case, and for other purposes as may be required to enforce
28 his constitutional and statutory rights to a fair trial and to due
29 process of law.
30 The court shall, after the conviction on a criminal charge of
31 any person subject to this section by reason of such charge, re-
-32 voke any order for his release, or refuse to order his release, on
33 bail or under recognizance or otherwise, pending appeal from
34 such conviction.
35 Any person who shall be convicted of both the original charge
36 and any subsequent charge which together make him subject to
37 the provisions of this section shall be sentenced to consecutive
38 sentences upon the charges.
39 Any person who shall be released on bail or under recogni-
-40 zance to answer to any criminal charge, or pending appeal from
41 conviction for any criminal charge, shall at the time of his re-
-42 lease be given a copy of the provisions of this section, which
43 may be embodied in the terms of his bail bond or recognizance.
44 If it appears that he cannot understand them, he shall have
45 the right to have them explained to him by the releasing official.
46 Failure to comply with the provisions of this paragraph shall
47 not be a bar to the application of this section to any such person.




