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v Executive Department

State House, Boston, June 9, 1969,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives :

In accordance with the provisions of Article LYI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill
No. 4476 entitled “An Act requiring that applicants for appoint-
ment as police officers shall be high school graduates or its equiv-
alent.”

This bill provides that applicants for appointment as regular
police officers in any city or town, the Metropolitan District Po-
lice force, the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority police
or Capitol Police officers shall have graduated from high school or
possess an equivalency certificate issued by the Department of
Education or have served at least three years in the Armed Forces
of the United States and were last discharged or released therefrom
under honorable conditions.

One thing to be considered is that in many cities and towns,
perhaps in view of low salaries, high school graduates are not at-
tracted to these positions and these cities and towns are unable to
obtain applicants who are high school graduates. Whether or not
the provision in the bill relative to persons who have served at least
three years in the Armed Forces of the United States and were last
discharged or released therefrom under honorable conditions will

sufficient applicants to meet the demands is questionable.
™ A very serious question could arise, in such instances where there

are no applicants who meet the entrance requirements as proposed
in this bill and vacancies exist, as to how a police department is to
be manned. It would seem advisable that a provision be inserted
in the bill permitting, in such cases, the waiving of the requirement
that the applicant be a high school graduate, have an equivalency
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certificate, or have an honorable discharge as a result of at least
three years in the Armed Forces of the United States on the re-
quest of the appointing authority so that in the next examination
persons not meeting these entrance requirements could be examined.

I, therefore, recommend the bill be amended as follows:
“provided, however, that if, in the case of a city or town, there

are no applicants for appointment as regular police officers thereof,
who meet the entrance requirements as stated in this section, such
city or town may request that said entrance requirements be
waived so that in the next examination persons not meeting these
entrance requirements could be eligible. This request for waived
of said entrance requirements would be subject to the approval of
the director of civil service”.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor oj the Commonwealth.
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