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HOUSE . 5469

House of Representatives, July 9, 1969.
The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom was

referred the Bill relative to state aid for free public libraries (House,
No. 1333), report recommending that the same be amended by the
substitution of the accompanying bill (House, No. 5469).

For the committee,

MARY B. NEWMAN.
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HOUSE No. 5469. [July2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act further regulating state aid for free public
LIBRARIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The first paragraph of section 19A of chapter 78
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out clauses
3 (1) and (2), as appearing in section 1 of chapter 760 of the acts
4 of 1960, and inserting in place thereof the following clauses:
5 (1) To each town having a population of less than two thou-
-6 sand, a sum equivalent to the amount appropriated by it for
7 free public library sendee during the preceding year, but in no
8 event more than one thousand dollars;
9 (2) To each city and to each town having a population of two

10 thousand or more, a sum not exceeding fifty cents for each
11 resident therein; provided, that such city or town appropriated
12 during the preceding year for its free public library service at
13 least one thousand dollars.

1 Section 2. The second paragraph of said section 19A of said
2 chapter 78, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in line 2, the word “three” and inserting in place thereof the
4 word: six.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 78 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 19C, as so appearing, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section:
4 Section 19C. The board shall establish a comprehensive
5 state-wide program of regional public library service, consisting
6 of regional public library systems, which shall not exceed five.
7 For such purpose there shall be appropriated annually an amount
8 equal to seventy cents for each resident in each regional area for
9 which such a regional library system is established. The board

10 shall apply said appropriation in the following manner: -
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11 (1) In so far as practicable the board shall enter into an ar-
-12 rangement or arrangements with such public library or libraries
13 in each regional area as it may determine under the terms of
14 which such library or libraries shall supply services or space,
15 equipment, personnel, books, periodicals and other library ma-

-16 terials to communities having fewer than twenty-five thousand
17 inhabitants;
18 (2) Said board shall also designate such public library or li-
-19 braries in each area or an additional such public library or li-
-20 braries in the area to serve as a regional reference and research
21 center or centers to meet the reference and research library needs
22 of the residents of all the cities and towns in the area; the amount
23 allocated for such reference and research service to be applied
24 only to the cost of such reference and research books, periodicals
25 and other library materials and to the cost of the personnel em-
-26 ployed in such reference and research service;
27 (3) Any library system providing service under an approved
28 plan shall be entitled to receive annually in state aid an amount
29 per capita of its served population per square mile of the area
30 served in accordance with the following schedule:

55 cents per capita
65 cents per capita
70 cents per capita
75 cents per capita;

Over 1,000 population
750-999 population .

500-749 population .

Under 500 population

31 (4) In addition to the sums provided in clause (3), the Boston
32 public library as the library of last recourse for reference and
33 research services for the commonwealth shall be entitled to re-
-34 ceive in state aid the sum of five cents per annum for each resi-
-35 dent in the commonwealth.

1 Section 4. Section 19D of said chapter 78, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “librarian”, in
3 line 2, the words: or one trustee to be so designated by the
4 board of trustees.




