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State House, Boston, July 18, 1969.

To the HonorableSenate and House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith, without my approval, House Bill No.

5414 entitled, “An Act Relative to the Salary of Employees of the
Commonwealth.”

I returned this bill to you on July 8, stating that we could not
afford the ninety-two and one-half million dollars this bill would
cost in the first year alone.

At that time, I suggested a plan that would have cost 64.7 million
dollars. You chose to reject that plan and to insist on spending
30 million dollars more in salary increases than the taxpayers of this
Commonwealth can afford.

Therefore, I must veto this bill.
I will not be party to taxing the people of Massachusetts 100

million dollars and then spending virtually that entire amount on a
salary increase. I have stated clearly from the beginning that our
state employees deserve a pay raise. They have been years without
one. Inflation is cutting as deeply into their budgets as it is into
everyone else’s. Our state employees must have more money. And
our Commonwealth must have a salary scale attractive to the
professional and technical people needed to make our government
work. I will accept any responsible pay raise measure you propose
whose cost does not exceed 65 million dollars. We cannot afford
more.

I am aware that you can over-ride this veto and insist on a pay
increase costing 92 million dollars.

But if you do, this excessive expenditure of nearly 30 million
dollars will produce a financial squeeze that will inevitably lead to
more taxes or to fewer services.

I do not intend to ask for more taxes.
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The Commonwealth, therefore, will be forced to forego providing
vitally-needed additional state services, to fail to respond to urgent
needs in many areas; higher education, including the University
of Massachusetts; our community mental health program, which
desperately requires funds for additional staffing; air and water
pollution control; law enforcement; drug addiction control; hous-
ing; the Metco and experimental school programs; the commodity
distribution and food stamp programs aimed at ending malnutrition;
and many others.

Our needs in these areas are critical.
Our ability to meet these needs is what is at stake.
And that is the choice which confronts you, a choice between

meeting these needs or failing to do so, because the funds have been
spent somewhere else.

If you choose to face the fiscal facts of Massachusetts life and to
show concern for the citizens of our Commonwealth who require
additional state services, you will sustain my veto of this pay raise
bill and provide a responsible alternative for my consideration.

I await your judgment. I join with the people of Massachusetts
In the hope that judgment will be the wise one.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth.


