
No. 5519HOUSE .

State House, Boston, July 17, 1969.

To the Honorable Senate and House oj Representatives:
| The enactment of Chapter 563 of the Acts of 1964, which created
the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, authorized the
Authority to contract with railroads to provide passenger service to
and from Boston extending no later than December 31, 1967.
Chapter 563 also provided that 50% of the cost of such contracts
would be met by the Commonwealth, with the remaining 50% to be
assessed on the cities and towns in the MBTA district.

Pursuant to this authorization, the MBTA entered into agree-
ments with the Boston and Maine Corporation and the Trustees of
the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company for
the provision of commuter service.

Early in 1967, however, it became apparent that more time
would be needed to develop an alternative program for the provision
of commuter service, and legislation was enacted extending the
December 31 deadline, when rail commuter service provided under
contract was scheduled to end, until June 30, 1968. This legislation
also increased the Commonwealth’s financial aid to the MBTA from
50% to 90% of the cost to the Authority of the Authority’s con-
tracts with railroads.

By the summer of 1968 an alternative, long-range program for
commuter service had still not been developed, and shortly before
the close of the legislative session, in an atmosphere of crisis, the
legislature enacted a bill to provide for the continuation of rail
commuter service until July 31, 1969. That bill, Chapter 728 of the
kVcts of 1968, also made a change in the formula under which the
10% of the cost to the Authority of rail service not paid by the
Commonwealth is assessed on the cities and towms in the MBTA
district. This change, which based 25% of the assessment on the
cities and towns on a commuter count and 75% on a boarding
count, shifted the burden of financial support from the core area of
the MBTA district to the communities receiving direct benefit from
commuter railroad service.
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Chapter 728 also required the Authority to submit, by January 31,
1969, at least three alternative plans for the continuation of subur-
ban commuter service. Further, the statute required that these
plans be submitted first to the META Advisory Board for its re-
view and that the Board express its approval of one or none of these
plans to the General Court by March 15, 1969.

The Authority submitted the three alternative plans required,
and the Advisory Board on March 15 recommended the Authority’s
Plan A with modifications. This plan, embodied in Senate 1252,
was given a public hearing by the Joint Committee on Transporta-
tion on April 9 and is presently before the Senate Committee on
Ways and Means.

The Authority’s current agreements with the railroads expire at
midnight on July 31, 1969, however, and the Authority cannot
extend these agreements unless Senate 1252, or some version thereof,
is adopted, or unless the accompanying legislation is enacted.

I had hoped that the Special Recess Commission studying the
MBTA would be able to develop a workable long-range alternative
program for the continuation of commuter service by this time.
Since it now appears unlikely that the Recess Commission will be
able to arrive at such a program in time for enactment by the
July 31 deadline, I urge your approval of the accompanying legisla-
tion, which would continue the provisions of Chapter 728 of the
Acts of 1968 until July 31, 1970, so that thousands of commuters
will not be left without rail service barely two weeks from today.

As required by Chapter 728, the question of continuation of
commuter railroad service was placed on the ballot at the 1968
state election. The results of that referendum were 451,651 in
favor and 79,637 opposed. It is clear by this overwhelming vote
that the people of the communities involved strongly desire the
continuation of service.

I urge your approval of the attached legislation so that this
service may be maintained on the present basis until a long-range
alternative can be found.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act authorizing the executive office for administration
AND FINANCE TO MAKE FURTHER GRANTS TO THE MASSACHUSETTS
BAY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING
FOR THE CONTINUATION OF COMMUTER RAILROAD SERVICE TO AND

FROM THE CITY OF BOSTON UNTIL JULY THIRTY-FIRST, NINETEEN
HUNDRED AND SEVENTY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 728 of the acts of 1968 is
2 hereby amended by inserting after the word “sixty-nine”, in
3 line 7, the words: —, and may thereafter make further grants
4 to said authority of not more than four million eight hundred
5 sixty thousand dollars for not more than ninety per cent of the
6 cost to said authority of service provided no later than July
7 thirty-first, nineteen hundred and seventy.

1 Section 2. Section 2of said chapter 728 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the last paragraph and inserting in place thereof
3 the following paragraph: The provisions of this section shall
4 be applicable only to service provided during the current fiscal
5 period, the next succeeding fiscal period and the period from
6 December first, nineteen hundred and sixty-nine through July
7 thirty-first, nineteen hundred and seventy.
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