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House of Representatives, July 23, 1969.

The committee on Rules, to whom was referred the Resolutions
(filed by Messrs. Spatcher of Attleboro and Bliss of North Attle-
borough) commemorating the two hundred and seventy-fifth an-
niversary of the incorporation of Attleborough (House, No. 5533),
report that the same ought to be adopted.

For the committee,

PAUL MURPHY.

HOUSE No. 5533
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

Resolutions commemorating the two hundred and seventy-

fifth ANNIVERSARY OF THE INCORPORATION OF ATTLEBOROUGH.

1 Whereas, This year marks the two hundred and seventy-
-2 fifth anniversary of the incorporation of the Town of Attle-
-3 borough by Act of the General Court in 1964; and
4 Whereas, The historical inception of Attleborough dates
5 back to 1643 when a company was formed in Weymouth,
6 Massachusetts to establish a new settlement, and Captain
7 Thomas Willett, who had attained renown for his friendship
8 with the Indians, was authorized to proceed; and
9 Whereas, Eighteen years later, in 1661, boundaries for the

10 settlement were established by completion of the Rehoboth
11 North Purchase encompassing lands later to be divided into
12 the townships of Rehoboth, Attleborough and Cumberland,
13 Rhode Island; and
14 Whereas, The consummation of this purchase become a
15 reality, because the friendly relations between the settlers
16 headed by Captain Thomas Willett, and the Indians, whose
17 chief was Wamsetta, known also as Alexander, son of Mass-
18 asoit; and
19 Whereas, In 1887, North Attleborough became a separate
20 town and the remaining area of Attleborough, experiencing a
21 continuing growth of population and industry, incorporated as
22 a city in 1914, abbreviating the official name of the munici-
-23 polity to Attleboro; and
24 Whereas, In 1780, less than a century from the date of in-
-25 corporation, the jewelry industry had been established in the
26 town and a tannery was started in 1787. This trend toward
27 industrialization continued with textile weaving in 1801 and
28 construction of the Boston & Providence railroad in 1836; and
29 Whereas, More and more industrial enterprises were founded
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and prospered, including the manufacture of machinery, tools,
pressed steel, optical goods, paper and electronic equipment,
bleaching, dyeing and the processing of precious metals; and
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Whereas, The city of Attleboro today is the nationally
recognized hub of the jewelry industry; and
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Whereas, This thriving metropolis with a land area of twen-
ty-seven and two tenths square miles and approximately thirty
thousand inhabitants has seven hundred firms employing 20,-
000 persons with a total annual payroll of more than one
hundred million dollars; and
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Whereas, The celebration of the two hundred and seventy
fifth anniversary of the incorporation of Attleborough and
the remarkable development of industry throughout the en-
suing years are of deep historic and economic significance to
all of the citizens of the commonwealth, as well as to the
present inhabitants of the city of Attleboro and those of other
municipalities originally included in the first settlement; there-
fore be it
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Resolved, That the Massachusetts House of Representatives
hereby extends to the city of Attleboro its congratulations and
best wishes for the future; and be it further
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Resolved, That an engrossed copy of these resolutions be
forwarded by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the City
Clerk of Attleboro to be filed with the records of said town.
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Adopted.

House of Representatives, July 23, 1969.

WALLACE C. MILLS,
Clerk.




