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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, July 24, 1969,

the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Commonwealth Armory complex is the state’s largest mili-
tary facility and presently accommodates 1,932 Army National
Guardsmen in 16 units, including the Adjutant General’s Office,
the Headquarters of the 26th (Yankee) Infantry Division, the
Senior Army Advisor’s Office and the Massachusetts Military
Academy. The Armory was built in 1915, additional administra-
tive and support facilities were erected in the period 1947-1950,
and the Armory was expanded again in 1955.

Today, however, the Armory complex is obsolete. It is located
in a highly congested area, while the population centers from which
Guardsmen are drawn, have shifted away. There are increased
requirements for equipment storage which the Armory cannot
meet. In addition, the growing trend toward weekend training
exercises, now mandatory for ail Army National Guard units, re-
quires that military units must be able to move vehicles and equip-
ment rapidly in motor convoys to outdoor training sites, but the
large number of units at Commonwealth Armory, the tremendous
traffic congestion in the area, and the lack of ready access to major
highways greatly hamper the ability of individual Guardsmen to
report for duty and to mobilize readily either for training or for
emergency duty. At the same time, such military activities in the
area further aggravate the normal civilian traffic congestion. Fi-
nally, the concentration of one-eighth of our own Army National
Guard in one limited area is obviously unwise.

The transfer of our National Guard units to new facilities has
long been under consideration, but it was believed advisable to
await the Federal government’s determination regarding re-orga-
nization of reserve and National Guard units. Now that these
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plans have been carried out, it is appropriate to proceed with our
own modernization program on the state level. The attached
legislation will authorize the sale of the Commonwealth Armory
and permit its replacement with several smaller modern facilities,
located on major highways throughout the metropolitan area and
equipped with fallout shelters and emergency operating centers.

The legislation provides that the property be sold by public
auction or private sale for a price not less than the appraised value
and not less than $7,500,000, which is the estimated cost of con-
structing replacement facilities. It also provides that the funds
remaining from the 1962 taking of the Irvington Street Armoryi
may be used for the cost of appraisals, as well as for replacement
construction.

A modern and streamlined National Guard serves as a critical
supplement to our nation’s thinly spread military forces and also
provides assistance and security during times of local emergency.
Though the organization of the National Guard is ultimately a
Federal responsibility, we in state government must insure that
the facilities we provide it offer the best training possible. Enact-
ment of the accompanying legislation will permit the Armory
Commission to construct modern replacement facilities without
cost to the taxpayer.

I urge you to give the attached measure your speedy approval.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS AV. SARGENT,
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act authorizing the armory commission to sell the com-
monwealth ARMORY IN THE CITY OF BOSTON.m

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is immediately to provide that the
3 Armory Commission may sell the Commonwealth Armory and
4 may construct and otherwise prepare replacement facilities for
5 the training and operations of the armed forces of the Common-
-6 wealth, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
7 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public conven-
-8 ience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding any provision of general or
2 special law, the armory commission is hereby authorized and
3 directed to sell at public auction or private sale all the land
4 and appurtenances thereto held by the military division of
5 the commonwealth located between Commonwealth avenue,
6 Buick street, the Massachusetts Turnpike, and Gaffney street
7 in the city of Boston, hereinafter referred to as the Common-
-8 wealth Armory Complex, for a consideration not less than the
9 appraised value thereof and not less than seven and one half

10 million dollars. The appraised value shall be determined by two
11 independent appraisers selected by the armory commission
*2 with the approval of the governor. For the purpose of such
13 appraisals, the armory commission is authorized to expend

Turnpike Authority for the taking
lory under chapter seven hundred
Aeen hundred sixty-two. The cost
reimbursed to the commonwealth

14 the funds received from the
15 of the Irvington Street Ar
16 seventeen of the acts of nir
17 of such appraisals shall be
18 by the purchaser or purchasers in addition to the purchase price
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19 The armory commission is authorized and directed to make
20 an agreement with the purchaser or purchasers providing that
21 the consideration for the sale of the Commonwealth Armory
22 Complex may be paid in installments, and defining the fixtures
23 and appurtenances which are to be conveyed with the land and
24 buildings. Such agreement shall provide that title to the Com-
-25 monwealth Armory Complex shall not pass and that the pur-
-26 chaser shall have no occupancy or right of entry into or use
27 of the premises, except as the armory commission shall authorize,
28 until said commission shall have certified to the governor tha|Jp
29 all organizations, units and personnel located at the Common-
-30 wealth Armory Complex have been located in replacement
31 facilities and that there is no further military requirement for
32 such Complex or any portion thereof.

1 Section 2. The proceeds of the sale authorized in section
2 one shall be paid into the state treasury and, together with
3 the funds received by the armory commission as a result of
4 the taking of the Irvington Street Armory in Boston by the
5 Massachusetts Turnpike Authority under the provisions of
6 chapter seven hundred seventeen of the acts of nineteen hun-
-7 dred sixty-two, may be expended by the armory commission
8 for the purchase, taking or other acquisition of land and build-
-9 ings thereon; and for the construction and initial equipping

10 thereof on such land or other land held by the military division
11 of the commonwealth of new armories and other training,
12 maintenance and administrative installations; and for the
13 remodelling, modernization and equipment of existing armories,
14 camps, firing ranges and other military facilities, at such loca-
-15 tions within the metropolitan Boston area as said commission
16 shall determine to be necessary for the proper accommodation,
17 training, operation, maintenance and administration of the
18 military division of the commonwealth, including the civilian
19 employees thereof, and the organizations and units of the armc'jk.
20 forces of the commonwealth. No payment shall be made for
21 the purchase of any property until an independent appraisal
22 of the value of the property has been made by a qualified, dis-
-23 interested appraiser. Expenditures herein authorized may be
24 made in conjunction with such federal funds as may be avail-
-25 able. For the foregoing purposes, the armory commission may
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26 contract for the services of architects, engineers, clerks of the
27 works, appraisers and other consultants and for tests, borings,
28 estimates, appraisals and other activities incidental to the sale or
29 purchase of land and the construction, remodelling, modern-
-30 ization and equipping of armories, camps, firing ranges and
31 other installations. Notwithstanding the provisions of any
32 general or special law, the zoning ordinances and by-laws of any
33 city or town shall not apply to the purchase or use of land or
34 the construction, remodelling, modernization, equipping or
35 use of any armory or other military installation authorized by
36 this act or by chapter thirty-three of the General Laws.
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