
No. 57HOUSE
Accompanying the twelfth recommendation of the Consumers’

Council (House, No. 45). Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.m
An Act placing the burden of proof on a gas and electric

COMPANY TO SHOW THAT AN INCREASE RATE OR CHARGE IS
JUST AND REASONABLE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 94 of chapter 164 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the second paragraph and inserting in
3 place thereof the following two paragraphs:
4 The department may investigate the propriety of any pro-
-5 posed rate, price or charge and may, pending such investigation
6 and decision thereon, by order served upon the company af-
-7 fected thereby, suspend the taking effect thereof from time to
8 time, but not for a period longer than ten months beyond the
9 time when such rate price or charge would otherwise become

10 effective. In the event that the department suspends the taking
11 effect of any proposed rate, price or charge, the company shall,
12 within thirty days following the date of the order suspending
13 the said rate, price or charge, file with the department, all

14 supporting evidence, documents, exhibits and other material, in
15 writing, which the company intends to rely upon in the hear-
-16 ings and investigation to be held under this Section.
17 If the proceeding has not been concluded and an order made
18 at the expiration of ten months, the proposed change of rate,
19 price or charge shall go into effect at the end of such period,

20 but in case of a proposed increased rate or charge, the depart-
-21 ment may, by order, require the interested gas or electric
22 company to keep accurate account, in detail, of all amounts
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23 received by reason of such increase, specifying by whom and
24 on whose behalf such amounts are paid, and upon completion
25 of the hearing and decision made by further order require such
26 gas or electric company, to refund, with interest, to the per-
-27 sons in whose behalf such amounts were paid, such portion of
28 such increased rates, prices or charges as by its decision shall be
29 found not justified. At any hearing involving a rate, price or
30 charge sought to be increased, the burden of proof to show,
31 that the increased rate or charge is just and reasonable shall be^
32 upon the gas or electric company.
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