
HOUSE 230

OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER OF VETERANS’ SERVICES
STATE OFFICE BUILDING, GOVERNMENT CENTER

100 CAMBRIDGE STREET, BOSTON 02202, NOVEMBER 2, 1971

John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House,
Boston, Massachusetts.

DEAR MR. SECRETARY: The following recommendations
for the year 1972, accompanied by drafts of proposed measures,
are submitted to your office in conformity with Section 33, Chap-
ter 30 of the General Laws, as amended.

These drafts have been submitted to the Counsel of the House
of Representatives as required by law.

1. AN ACT EXTENDING THE TIME WITHIN WHICH FINANCIAL AID
MAY BE PROVIDED TO CERTAIN NEEDY DEPENDENTS OF CER-
TAIN PERSONS IN THE SERVICE OF THE ARMED FORCES OF
THE UNITED STATES.

This bill would extend the present termination date of the law
assisting dependents of servicemen that is presently in force from
December 31, 1972 to December 31, 1976. This legislation assists
dependents of servicemen who are oftentimes placed in a position
of need due to the servicemen’s transition from civilian to military
life. It is similar to legislation in force during World War II and the
Korean Conflict.

2. AN ACT REDEFINING “VIETNAM VETERAN.”

This legislation would amend the current definition of “Vietnam
Veteran,” as found in Paragraph 8, Clause 43, Section 7 of Chapter
4 of the General Laws by providing that 90 days of honorably
performed active service in the armed forces of the United States
between February 1, 1955 and the termination of the Vietnam
Campaign, as declared by proper federal authority, would entitle a
person to veteran status.
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The current law requires 90 days of active service in all wars,
except Vietnam. The proposed legislation would bring all veterans
into the same category; it would make uniform the definition of
“veteran” and eliminate confusion and possible injustices.

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR EXPENSES OF HIGHER EDUCATION FOR
CHILDREN OF CERTAIN VIETNAM VETERANS.

The current law Chapter 69, Section 7B provides expenses
for higher education of a child between the ages of 16 and 24 of a
veteran of World War I, World War II and Korea, who was killed in
action or who died from other causes as a result of such service.

Payment of said expenses is not to exceed $750 in any one
year. There is no provision for the children of veterans of Vietnam
who died under similar circumstances. This legislation would pro-
vide the same benefit for children of Vietnam as is provided for
children of other wars.

4. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE STATE ADMINISTRATIVE PRO-
CEDURAL ACT SHALL NOT APPLY TO THE OFFICE OF THE
COMMISSIONER OF VETERANS’ SERVICES.

This legislation is recommended, as it is maintained that the
Office of the Commissioner of Veterans’ Services is not intended
to be subject to the State Administrative Procedural Act.

The subject of Veterans’ Benefits is fully regulated by Chapter
115 of the General Laws, and further regulations are deemed
unnecessary.

AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE LAW CREATING VETERANS’ BENEFITS
DEPARTMENTS.

This bill will amend that section of Chapter 115 of the General jjf;
Laws dealing with the creation of Veterans’ Services Departments
and the purpose for which they were created; namely, to furnish
information and advice and assistance to veterans and their depen-
dents. The law at present does not spell out the word “depen-
dents,” and we know that its purpose was to include them, as well
as the veterans, in order to provide them with benefits the law
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intended for them; such as, pensions to wife, widow and allowance
for children, preference in employment for dependents of disabled
veterans, tax exemptions, educational benefits and other dependent
benefits.

6. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE MAKING AND ACQUISITION OF LOANS
AND ADVANCES INSURED OR GUARANTEED PURSUANT TO
THE SERVICEMEN’S READJUSTMENT ACT OF 1944.

*

This legislation would enable Vietnam veterans and their
spouses, while minors, to benefit from their Loan Guaranty eligi-
bility. At the present time, it appears that Vietnam veterans do not
have the legal ability to purchase, mortgage or convey real estate in
Massachusetts where such veterans or their spouses have not
reached their majority. This legislation would remedy that legal
impediment.

7. AN ACT FURTHER DEFINING “VIETNAM VETERAN.”

This legislation would include as a veteran any person in the
active service of the armed forces who during wartime is being held
as a prisoner of war or has been designated by the armed forces as
missing in action.

Very truly yours,

CHARLES N. COLLATOS.
Commissioner of Veterans’ Services.
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