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grieved by the taking of his land under this act, who fails to

agree with the board as to the amount of damages, may,
upon a petition filed with the county commissioners of the
county of Berkshire within one year after the filing of the
description thereof in the registry of deeds, have his dam-
ages assessed and determined in the manner provided when
land is taken for the laying out of highways; and if either

party is not satisfied with the award of damages by the
county commissioners, and shall apply for a jury to revise

the same, the fire district shall pay the damages awarded by
the jury, and shall pay costs if the damages are increased by
the jury, and shall recover costs if the damages are decreased;
but if the jury shall award the same damages as were awarded
by the county commissioners, the party who applied for the
jury shall pay costs to the other party.

Section 6. Said chapter 69 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 19 and inserting in place thereof the fol-

lowing section:— Section 19. The provisions of all general
laws of the commonwealth, applicable to fire districts and
not inconsistent with this act, shall apply to the fire district

organized hereunder.

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 21, 1948.

An Act validating and confirming the election of (7/ia».350
OFFICERS AND OTHER PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL TOWN
MEETING OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OF NAHANT
IN THE CURRENT YEAR.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The election of officers and other proceedings
at the annual town meeting of the inhabitants of the town
of Nahant held on March twentieth in the current year, if

otherwise valid, are hereby validated and confirmed, not-
withstanding that the warrant for such meeting directed the
meeting to assemble at one thirty o'clock in the afternoon,
when the by-laws of said town provide that the annual town
meeting shall be called at seven o'clock in the forenoon.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 21, 1948.

An Act relative to salary plans adopted by cities and (Jfiav 351
towns.

^'

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 41 of the General Laws is hereby amended by g. l. (Ter.

striking out section 108A, inserted by section 2 of chapter nosA^'etc,
540 of the acts of 1947, and inserting in place thereof the amended,

following: — Section 108A. A city by ordinance and a cities and

town by by-law may establish, and from time to time da'^^lyTm-

amend, a plan classifying any or all positions, other than
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pioyeesfor those filled by popular election and those under the direc-

oftiUarres^*' tlon and control of the school committee, into groups and
classes doing substantially similar work or having sub-

stantially equal responsibilities. Such city or town may in

like manner or in a city by vote of the city council, subject

to the provisions of its charter, and in a town by vote of the

town at a town meeting, establish, and from time to time

amend, a plan establishing minimum and maximum salaries

to be paid to employees in positions so classified, and such

salary plan may provide for the attainment of such maximum
salaries by periodical step-rate increases based on length of

service. Nothing in this section shall be construed to con-

flict with the provisions of chapter thirty-one. Any by-law

adopted under the provisions of this section shall not be sub-

ject to section thirty-two of chapter forty.

Approved May 21, 1948.

Chav 352 ^^ ^^^ '^^ authorize the city of Gardner to make im-

mediate use of certain funds now in its possession.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The city of Gardner is hereby authorized to

transfer the unexpended balance of the proceeds of two
loans made in September, nineteen hundred and forty-seven,

to provide funds for sewer construction purposes or to any
other account established for purposes for which a loan

may be authorized for not less than ten years, notwith-

standing the provision of section twenty of chapter forty-

four of the General Laws.
Section 2. This act shall take full effect upon its ac-

ceptance by a two thirds vote of the city council of said

city, but not otherwise. Approved May 21, 1948.

Chav 353 ^^ ^^'^ authorizing the town of templeton to supply
'

'

itself and its inhabitants with water.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows.

•

Section 1. The town of Templeton may supply itself and
its inhabitants with water for the extinguishment of fires

and for domestic and other purposes ; may establish fountains

and hydrants, relocate or discontinue the same, and may
regulate the use of such water and fix and collect rates to be

paid for the use of the same.
Section 2. For the purposes aforesaid, said town, acting

by and through its board of water commissioners hereinafter

provided for, may contract with any other municipality,

acting through its water department, or with any water com-
pany, or with any water district, for whatever water may be

required, authority to furnish the same being hereby granted,

and/or may take by eminent domain under chapter seventy-

nine or chapter eighty A of the General Laws, or acquire by


