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THIS IS A REFILE OF HOUSE, NO. 5214 OF 1971.

HOUSE No. 95)

By Mr. Gaboon of Harwich, petition of Howard C. Gaboon, Jr.,
that cities and towns may reduce or delete items in school com-
mittee budgets. Local Affairs.

An Act further regulating the support of schools.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 34 of chapter 71 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 294 of the acts of 1939,
3 is hereby further amended by striking out the first sentence

4 and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: - Except

5 as hereinafter provided every city and town shall annually

6 provide an amount of money sufficient tor the support ot the

7 public schools as provided by this chapter.
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1 SECTION 2. Said section 34 is hereby further amended by
2 adding the following two paragraphs: -

3 Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph one, a city
4 council, board of aldermen or town meeting may delete any

5 new expenditure or item increase in the school budget over the

6 budget for the preceding year. In a town meeting it will require

7 approval of at least four fifths of the persons present and

8 voting. In a city council or a board of aldermen it will require

9 approval by a vote of four fifths of the entire membership and

10 if the application of the four fifths vote shall result in a

11 fractional number, in order to carry the measure the number

12 required shall be equal to the next highest digit. If a city has a

13 bicameral type of government then this authority will be vested

14 in the board of aldermen of such city.
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