
No. 1244HOUSE
By Mr. MacLean of Fairhaven, petition of William Q. MacLean,

Jr., relative to further regulating the tax on running horse racing
meetings. Taxation.

*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act further regulating the tax on running horse
RACING MEETINGS.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
defeat its purpose which is forthwith to regulate the tax on
running horse racing meetings, therefore it is hereby declared
to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-
tion of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 5 of chapter 128 A of the General Laws, as most
2 recently amended by chapter 718 of the acts of 1971, is
3 hereby amended by striking out in the second sentence of the
4 first paragraph the word “sixteen” and insert in lieu thereof
5 the word “seventeen” and by striking out in the second para-
-6 graph the word “sixteen” and insert the word “seventeen” and
7 by striking out in the second sentence of the third paragraph

*"8 the word “sixteen” and insert the word “seventeen,” so that
9 the said paragraphs shall read as follows:

10 No other place or method of betting, pool making, wagering
11 or gambling shall be used or permitted by the licensee, nor
12 shall this chapter be deemed to authorize or legalize the pari-
-13 mutuel or certificate system of wagering on any races except
14 horse and dog races at the track where such pari-mutuel or
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15 certificate system of wagering is conducted. Each licensee con-
-16 ducting a racing meeting shall become the custodian or deposi-
-17 tory for such sums as may be deposited with such licensee by
18 patrons as wagers on the speed or ability of any one or more
19 horses or dogs in a race or races and such licensee shall be

20 responsible for such sums so deposited and shall return to the
21 winning patrons so wagering on the speed or ability of any one
22 or more horses or dogs in a race or races all sums so deposited
23 as an award or dividend, according to the acknowledged ancjj}
24 recognized rules and method under which such pari-mutuel or
25 certificate system has been operated, less the breaks, as defined
26 in this section, and less an amount not to exceed seventeen per
27 cent of the total amount so deposited by the patrons wagering
28 on the speed or ability of running horses except at a state or
29 county fair, and eighteen per cent of the total amount so
30 deposited by the patrons wagering on the speed or ability of
31 harness horses or of dogs except at a state or county fair, and
32 less the so-called breaks, as defined in this section.
33 Each person licensed to conduct a running horse racing
34 meeting, other than a licensee holding a racing meeting in
35 connection with a state or county fair, shall pay to the com-
-36 mission on the day following each day of such horse racing
37 meeting a sum equal to eight and one half per cent of the total
38 amount deposited on the preceding day by the patrons so
39 wagering at such meeting, said percentage to be paid from the
40 seventeen per cent withheld, as provided in this section, from
41 the total amount wagered.
42 Each person licensed to conduct a dog racing meeting, other
43 than a licensee holding a racing meeting in connection with a
44 state or county fair, shall pay to the commission, on the day
45 following each day of such dog racing meeting, a sum equal to
46 six and one half per cent of so much of the total amount
47 deposited on the preceding day by patrons so wagering at such |

48 meetings as docs not exceed one hundred and fifty thousand
49 dollars, ten per ceni of so much thereof as exceeds one hun-

-50 dred and fifty thousand dollars but does not exceed two
51 hundred and fifty thousand dollars, eleven and one quarter per
52 cent of so much thereof as exceeds two hundred and fifty
53 thousand dollars but does not exceed three hundred and
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54 seventy-five thousand dollars, eleven and three quarters per
55 cent of so much thereof as exceeds three hundred and seventy-
-56 five thousand dollars, said percentages to be paid from the
57 eighteen per cent withheld, as provided in tills section, from
58 the total amount wagered. Each licensee may retain as his
59 commission on the total of all sums so deposited, in addition
60 to his share of the breaks as hereinafter provided, a sum not
61 exceeding the balance of the seventeen and eighteen per cent
(2 withheld as provided in this section from the total amount
63 wagered after deducting therefrom the amount hereinbefore
64 required to be paid to the commission.
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