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Tracey and Robert E. McCarthy for legislation to require bicycles
to be equipped with headlamps. Public Safety.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act to make bicycle operation safer within the
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

2 Equipment of Bicycles. Every bicycle operated during the
3 period from one half an hour after sunset to one half an hour
4 before sunrise shall display on the front a white light which
5 shall be visible for not less than five hundred feet in the
6 direction toward which the bicycle is proceeding or facing, and
7 on the rear a red light or a red reflector visible for not less
8 than five hundred feet to the rear when in the upper beams of
9 the headlamps of a motor vehicle, and shall display on the

10 upper portion of both sides of the front fork, on an area of
11 about five square inches in each case, a marking of white or

M 2 reflectorized paint or reflectorizcd tape. No bicycle shall be
13 operated unless equipped with a suitable bell, horn or other
14 device capable of giving a signal audible for at least one
15 hundred feet, except that no bicycle shall be equipped with
16 nor shall any person use upon a bicycle a siren or whistle.
17 Every bicycle shall be equipped with an adequate brake which
18 will enable the operator to stop the bicycle quickly and evenly.
19 If the operator is to transport any packages, books, or other
20 articles, the bicycle shall be equipped with some type of
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21 carrier. Secure handle grips shall be attached to each side of
22 the handlebars and rubber pedals shall be required for the
23 operator’s both feet. A baby seat may be attached to a bicycle
24 if it is equipped with a harness to hold the child securely in
25 the seat and provides protection against the child’s feet from
26 hitting the spokes of the wheel. The owner shall not alter the
27 frame of a bicycle from its original state.
28 Violation of any provision of this section shall be punishet^
29 by a fine of five dollars. In the case of a minor under the agt
30 of eighteen, the parent or guardian of said minor shall be
31 responsible for the equipment of the bicycle. Any such vio-
-32 lation by a minor under the age of eighteen shall not be
33 considered a criminal offense. This section shall apply only to a
34 bicycle at least one wheel of which exceeds sixteen inches in
35 diameter. A violation of any provision of this section by a
36 minor under the age of eighteen shall not affect any civil right
37 or liability.
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