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By Mr. Businger of Brookline, petition of the Massachusetts
Chapter, Americans for Democratic Action, Allan McGuane,
James J. Carrigan, Mario Umana, Paul H. Guzzi, John A. Businger
and Thomas G. Simons that voters whose eligibility to vote has
been challenged be permitted to cast ballots in certain elec-
tions. Election Laws.

V.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two

An Act to enable persons of challenged eligibility to
CAST BALLOTS IN ELECTIONS, PRIMARIES OR CAUCUSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 59 of chapter 51 of the General Laws as amended
2 by section 26 of chapter 437 of the acts of 1962 is hereby
3 amended by striking said section 59 and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 59. When a person shall appear at a polling place to
6 vote in a primary, caucus or election, and when such person’s
7 name is not found on the list of registered voters, or such
8 person cannot satisfactorily prove his or her identity according
9 to the information found on the list of registered voters, or the

10 person has previously applied for an absentee ballot but has
11 subsequently presented himself or herself at the polling place

to vote rather than voting by absentee ballot, and if reasonable
13 efforts have been made by election officials at the polling place
14 to determine whether or not the person is mistakenly at the
15 polling place, then such person shall be informed by election
16 officials at the polling place that his or her eligibility is in
17 question and that he or she shall be allowed to cast a ballot
18 according to the following procedure:
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19 a) Such person shall be given a paper ballot upon the reverse
20 side of which such person shall be required to fill in his name,
21 birthdate, address as of January first of the current year,
22 present address, and, in the case of persons resident in the
23 precinct for at least six months but not as of January first of
24 the current year, such persons first address within the precinct.
25 b) Prior to providing the information required by this sec-
-26 tion in the space provided on the paper ballot, persons wishing
27 to vote under this section shall be administered an oath by i T

28 precinct warden or another election official designated by the
29 precinct warden attesting to the truth of the information sup-
-30 plied according to the requirements of this section under the
31 penalties provided in section 6 of chapter 56 of the General
32 Laws.
33 c) After voting and filling in the required information on
34 the paper ballot as described above, such person shall deposit
35 his or her ballot in a special ballot box provided for all ballots
36 cast according to this section.
37 d) Ballots cast pursuant to this section shall be counted as
38 are challenged and absent voter ballots according to section
39 358 of chapter 54 of the General Laws as most recently
40 amended by chapter 123 of the acts of 1966.
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