
HOUSE 2780

By Mr. Murphy of Boston, petition of Robert H. Quinn (Attor-
ney General) and Paul Murphy for legislation to define the investi-
gative powers of the Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimina-
tion and authorizing said commission to reproduce evidence in
connection with complaints of employment and housing and of
education discrimination. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Tw

An Act defining the investigative powers of the Massa-
chusetts COMMISSION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION AND
AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSION TO REPRODUCE EVIDENCE IN
CONNECTION WITH COMPLAINTS OF EMPLOYMENT AND HOUSING
AND OF EDUCATION DISCRIMINATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Subsection 7 of section 3 of chapter 151 B of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the first
3 paragraph, as appearing in section 3 of chapter 368 of the acts
4 of 1946, and inserting in place thereof the following para-
-5 graph:
6 To hold hearings, subpoena witnesses, compel their atten-
-7 dance, administer oaths, take the testimony of any person
8 under oath and require the production for examination and
9 reproduction of any books, papers or other records relating to

10 any matter under investigation or in question before the com-
11 mission. The commission may make rules as to the issuance of
12 subpoenas which may be issued by an investigation or hearing
13 commissioner at any stage of any investigation or proceeding
14 before him. Where necessary to secure the enforcement of any
15 subpoena lawfully issued, the investigating or hearing commis-
-16 sioner may petition the appropriate superior court seeking

relief and that court shall have the power to grant relief
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consistent with these provisions. Such proceedings shall be
brought in equity in the superior court of the commonwealth

“0 within the county where the unlawful act or practice which is
21 the subject of the proceeding allegedly occurred, or within the
22 county where the party against whom the petitioner is seeking
23 relief resides or transacts business, or in Suffolk county.

1 SECTION 2. Section 3of chapter 151 C of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out paragraph (g), as mos'i

recently amended by section 9 of chapter 334 of the acts of
1956, and inserting in place thereof the following:

5 (2) To hold hearings, subpoena witnesses, compel their at-
-6 tendance, administer oaths, take the testimony of any person
7 under oath and require the production for examination and
8 reproduction of any books, papers or other records relating to
9 any matter under investigation or in question before the com-

-10 mission. The commission may make rules as to the issuance of
11 subpoenas which may be issued by an investigation or pro-
-12 ceeding before him. Where necessary to secure the enforcement
13 of any subpoena lawfully issued, the investigating or hearing
14 commissioner may petition the appropriate superior court seek-
-15 ing relief and that court shall have the power to grant relief

consistent with these provisions. Such proceedings shall be
17 brought in equity in the superior court of the commonwealth
18 within the county where the unlawful act or practice which is
19 the subject of the proceeding allegedly occurred, or within the
20 county where the party against whom the petitioner is seeking
21 relief resides or transacts business, or in Suffolk county.


