
HOUSE 2973
By Messrs. Ambler of Weymouth and Marshall of Quincy,

petition of George G. Burke, Clifford H. Marshall and Robert B.
Ambler for legislation to require that district attorneys be notified
of certain deaths. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two

An Act requiring that notice be given to a district
ATTORNEY IN WHOSE COUNTY CERTAIN DEATHS OCCUR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 6of chapter 38 of the General Laws, as amended by
2 section 4 of chapter 632 of the acts of 1945, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the first five sentences and inserting in
4 place thereof the following sentences:
5 When any person in the commonwealth is supposed to have
6 died by violence or by the action of chemical, thermal or
7 electrical agents or following abortion, or from diseases result-
-8 ing from injury or infection relating to occupation, or suddenly
9 when not disabled by recognizable disease, or when any person

10 is found dead, it shall be the duty of any person having
11 knowledge of such death immediately to notify the medical
12 examiner and district attorney of the district of the county
13 wherein the body lies of the known facts concerning the time,
14 place, manner, circumstances, and cause of such death. A
15 physician who, having knowledge of such a death, fails to

*l6 notify the medical examiner and the district attorney shall be
17 punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars.
18 Immediately upon receipt of such notification,' the medical
19 examiner and the district attorney or his representative shall

20 carefully inquire into the cause and circumstances of the death
21 and if, as a result of such inquiry, they are of the opinion that
22 death may have resulted from violence or unnatural causes, the
23 medical examiner shall go to the dead body and take charge of
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24 same.
25 Before moving the body or disturbing any objects in the
26 immediate vicinity of the same, except whatever is necessary to
27 conduct the examination, the medical examiner shall conduct a
28 thorough medical examination of the body, noting the appear-
-29 ance, the condition and position of the body, which shall be
30 incorporated into his report, required by Section 7 and shall
31 consult with the district attorney or his representative fcjfi
32 further procedures. The district attorney or his representative
33 shall carefully note the appearance, the condition and position
34 of the body and record same. The district attorney or his
35 representative shall assume full control of the criminal investi-
-36 gation into the cause and manner of death and preparation of
37 any prosecution related thereto.
38 The medical examiner and district attorney shall cooperate
39 with each other by furnishing whatever information they have
40 obtained in their respective investigations.
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