
HOUSE No. 3247
By Messrs. Pina of New Bedford and Wojtkowski of Pittsfield,

petition of Thomas C. Wojtkowski and other members of the
General Court that the Commissioner of Education be authorized
to accept and distribute surplus agricultural commodities and to
establish a food distribution program for needy persons. Social
Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act relative to the food distribution program for
NEEDY PERSONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter five hundred forty-eight of the acts of nineteen
2 hundred forty-eight, is hereby amended by striking out section
3 seven as inserted by chapter six hundred thirty-seven of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred fifty-three and inserting in place
5 thereof the following section
6 Section 7. The commissioner of education shall accept and
7 distribute surplus agricultural commodities donated to the com-
-8 monwealth by the United States department of agriculture for
9 distribution to schools, needy persons and other eligible

10 agencies, and supervise, administer and provide means for the
11 distribution of said commodities, and in like manner provide
12 for the distribution of any other commodities received from
13 the United States, or through said department or any successor
14 thereto, and is hereby authorized to enter into agreements and

contracts with the federal government and cities, towns and
16 other eligible agencies of the commonwealth for the purposes
17 of this act. Any moneys contributed by the cities, towns and
18 other eligible agencies with the commonwealth for the main-
-19 tenance of said activities shall be paid into the state treasury,
20 maintained as an independent fund and disbursed only on
21 authorization of the commissioner of education.
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22 The commissioner of education shall make commodities do-
-23 nated by the United States for distribution to needy persons
24 available to all needy persons throughout the commonwealth,
25 provided that the needy persons are members of a public
26 assistance household as defined by the federal regulations for
27 the food distribution program or that the needy persons are
28 members of a household which meets the income eligibility
29 guidelines established by said commissioner; except that th°
30 commissioner of education has the discretion to determine
31 whether or not said commodities shall be distributed to needy
32 persons who reside in cities and towns that participate in the
33 federal food stamp program. The commissioner of education
34 shall distribute or cause to be distributed, commodities donated
35 for distribution to needy persons in locations that are reason-
-36 ably accessible to all eligible persons. In addition, the commis-
-37 sioner of education shall establish an effective and ongoing
38 outreach program which will inform low-income households
39 concerning the availability and benefits of the food distribution
40 program for needy persons and will insure the participation of
41 eligible needy persons. The commissioner of education may
42 enter into agreements with any public or private agency which
43 may provide for the donation of gratuitous services and the
44 contributions of funds for the purpose of expediting such
45 distribution. Such donations may provide for the cost of trans-
-46 portation, outreach, storage and distribution of such surplus
47 agricultural commodities under the general supervision of the
48 commissioner of education and for other related costs; pro-
-49 vided that no liability for such donations, except that of
50 general supervision, shall be placed upon the department.
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