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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two

An Act making further provisions for the presidential

PRIMARIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 34 of chapter 53 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the fourth and fifth para-
3 graphs and inserting in place thereof the following two para-
-4 graphs:
5 Names of candidates for ward or town committees and for
6 delegates to national conventions which were submitted on
7 nomination papers shall be arranged in groups in such order as
8 may be determined by lot, under the direction of the state
9 secretary, who shall notify each state committee and give a

10 representative of each such committee an opportunity to be
11 present. When necessary, groups may be printed on the ballot
12 in two or more columns; provided, however that only one
13 heading designating the number of members to be elected to
14 such committee or as delegates to such convention shall be

* 5 printed.

16 Against the name of a candidate for an elective office, for
17 delegate or alternate delegate to a national convention which
18 was submitted by nomination papers, for a ward or town
19 committee, or for state committee, shall be printed the street
20 and number, if any, of his residence. Against the name of a
21 candidate for delegate or alternate delegate on a list submitted
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22 by a presidential candidate under the provisions of section
23 seventy E shall be printed only the city or town of his
24 residence.

1 SECTION 2. The seventh paragraph of said section 34 of
2 said chapter 53 is hereby amended by striking out the last
3 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
4 sentence: Immediately following the names of candidates on"
5 ballots at state and presidential primaries, where there are
6 fewer names than there are persons to be chosen, blank spaces
7 shall be provided, equal in number to the deficiency, for the
8 insertion of other names, except in the case of delegates whose
9 names appear on the ballot below the name of presidential

10 candidates.

1 SECTION 3. Section 35 of said chapter 53 is hereby
2 amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting in
3 place thereof the following sentence; A cross in the circle at
4 the head of a group of candidates for a ward or town commit-
-5 tee, or for delegates or alternate delegates to national conven-
-6 tions which have been submitted on nomination papers shall
7 count as a vote for each candidate therein.

1 SECTION 4. Section 708 of said chapter 53 is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in
3 place thereof the following sentence: —ln any year in which
4 candidates for presidential electors are to be elected, the elec-
-5 tion of delegates at large and alternate delegates at large to
6 national conventions of political parties shall be by direct
7 plurality vote for president in primaries, except as provided in
8 section seventy F. The election of district delegates and alter-
-9 nate district delegates to national conventions of political

10 parties shall be by direct plurality vote for president in pri-
-11 maries by district, except as provided in section seventy F.

1 SECTION 5. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 70D and inserting in place thereol the
3 following section:
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Section 70D. Nominations of candidates for delegates and
alternate delegates shall be by lists submitted by candidates for
president, as provided in section seventy E, or by nomination
papers which shall be prepared and, on request, furnished by
the state secretary. Nomination of candidates for state ward
and town committees shall be by such nomination papers. In
the case of candidates for delegates at large or alternate dele-
gates at large such papers shall be signed in the aggregate by at
least twenty-five hundred voters, not more than five hundred
to be from any one county. Such papers for all other offices to
be filled at the presidential primaries shall be signed by a
number of voters as follows: for district delegates and alter-
nate district delegates, five hundred voters; for members of
state committees, fifty voters; for members of ward and town
committees, five voters. Section forty-five shall apply to such
papers for candidates to be voted for at presidential primaries
except that the eight word statement referred to in said section
shall apply only to nomination papers of candidates for state
committee; provided, that a candidate for state committee may
state in not more than eight words, the public offices which he
holds or has held, showing clearly that he is a former incum-
bent thereof, if such is the case; and if he is a veteran, as
defined in section twenty-one of chapter thirty-one, the word
“veteran” may be used. The nomination paper of a candidate
for state committee who is an elected incumbent thereof may
also contain the statement “Candidate for Re-election”. Nomi-
nation papers may contain the name of more than one candi-
date for delegate or alternate delegate or for members of ward
and town committees.
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1 SECTION 6. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 70E and inserting in place thereof the

3 following section:
4 Section 70E. The state secretary shall cause to be placed on
5 the official ballot for use at presidential primaries, in separate
6 columns, the names of those candidates or potential candidates
7 for the office of president of the United States whom he shall
8 have determined to be generally advocated or recognized in
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9 national news media throughout the United States, the names
10 of any other candidates or potential candidates for nomination
11 for president whose names are proposed therefor by nomina-
-12 tion papers prepared and furnished by the state secretary,

signed in the aggregate by at least twenty-five hundred voters,
rot more than five hundred to be from any one county, and

names of those candidates or potential candidates for
nination for president whose names appear on written lists

signed by the chairmen of the state committees of the political
parties, arranged horizontally in alphabetical order in accor-

ce with their surnames with a square at the right of each
e. The chairman of the state committee of a political party

nd the state secretary shall submit lists or prepare lists of
oresaid, no later than the tenthites tor presic

Tuesday preceding the presidential primary, and shall notify
ich candidate forthwith, by registered mail, of the

his name on said lists; Each such candidate shall
vith the state secretary a list of nominees for delegate at

their alternates and a list of district delegates for eachi

28 congressional district and their alternates and shall submit with
29 such list, in such form as the state secretary may prescribe, the
30 acceptance by each such nominee of such nomination. The

f district delegates shall total not less than seventy
2 per cent of the number of votes which may be cast at the

tional convention, and the remaining number of delegates
all be elected at large. In the event of a vacancy in any such
t of nominees caused by death the balance of said list shall

printed on the ballot. Such vacancy shall be filled, if
he procedure provided in section;cessary, in accordance with

)F of this chapter.
Such list shall be printed i eight point type in the column

lential candidate who submitted
candidate shall constitute a vote

name of the prelow

41 the same and a vote for su
42 for the list of nominees.

candidate shall be removed fromNo name of a presidential
44 said lists, nor from the ballot, unless such candidate shall file
45 with the state secretary a notarized statement that he does not
46 desire his name printed upon said ballot at the forthcoming
47 presidential primary or unless he fails to file a list of nominees
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for delegate and alternate delegate as hereinbefore provided.
Such statement and such list of nominees for delegate and
alternate delegate shall be filed with the state secretary not
later than the final hour for the filing of nomination papers
prescribed by section forty-eight.

48
49
50
51
52

The state secretary shall also provide on said ballot a column
adjacent horizontally to the last column containing the name
of a candidate for president which shall provide space in which
a voter may write in his choice for president and such column
followed horizontally by a column captioned by the word
“Undecided □ ” below which the names of candidates for
delegate at large and their alternates and candidates for district
delegate who have filed nomination papers under the provisions
of section seventy D shall be printed. Only those voters who
have not voted for a presidential candidate, whose name is
printed on the ballot, and, who have not written in the name
of a presidential candidate, may vote for an uncommitted
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The names of candidates for delegates to national conven-
tions or for ward or town committee appearing in nomination
papers containing nominations for all the places to be filed,
shall be placed first upon said ballot, arranged in groups and in
the same order as in the nomination papers. The order in

66
67
68
69
70
71 which the groups shall appear shall be determined by lot in the
72 manner provided in section thirty-four and each group of
73 candidates for alternate delegates shall immediately follow the

particular group of delegates with which it is affiliated. The74
names of candidates appearing in nomination papers containing75

76 nominations for less than all the places to be filled shall follow
77 alphabetically arranged. The name of any person shall not
78 printed on the official ballot or filed with the state secretary a;'V

a candidate for the office of delegate to a national conventio79
J and as a candidate for the office of alternate delegate thereto

nor more than once as a candidate for either of said offices.81
Beginning with the column captioned “Undecided82 Beginning with the column captioned “Undecided □ ” the
state secretary shall cause to be placed on the official ballot,83
under separate headings and in the following order the names84
of those candidates for delegate at large and three alternates85
and the names of candidates for district delegates and their86
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87 alternates which were submitted on nomination papers and the
88 names of candidates for state committee and ward and town
89 committee.
90 There shall also be printed on the ballot appropriate instruc-
-91 tions to aid the voter with respect to expressing his preference
92 for a candidate for nomination as president. Election officers in
93 the presidential primaries, in counting and tabulating the votes
94 showing the voters’ preference for president, shall disregard the#
95 omission or inaccuracy of initials, the omission, inaccuracy or
96 misspelling of Christian names, and the misspelling of surnames,
97 if the intent of the voter to express a preference for any
98 particular individual can be ascertained. Such statements of
99 voters of presidential preference shall be counted, tabulated

100 and entered in the records of election officers of votes cast.

1 SECTION 7. Said chapter 90 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 70F and inserting in place thereof the
3 following section;
4 Section 70F. Upon the receipt of the records of the votes
5 cast at presidential primaries and within four days after said
6 primary the city or town clerk shall forthwith canvass the same
7 and make return of the votes for nomination for president,
8 delegates at large and alternate delegates at large, district dele-
-9 gates and alternate district delegates and for election as mem-

10 bers of the state committee to the state secretary, who shall
11 forthwith canvass such returns, determine the results thereof,
12 notify the successful candidates, and certify to the state com-
-13 mittees the names of the persons appearing on the ballots as
14 candidates or potential candidates for president and the results of
15 the vote therefor, and the names of the persons elected as
16 members of state committees. The state secretary shall certify
17 to the State Committees as successful candidates for delegate at a
18 large and alternate delegate at large those persons whose names

”

19 appeared as delegates at large and alternate delegates at large
20 on the list submitted by the presidential candidate pursuant to
21 section 70E who received a majority or plurality of the votes
22 cast. The state secretary shall certify to the state committees as
23 successful candidates for district delegate and alternate district
24 delegate in each congressional district those persons whose
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25 names appear as district delegates and alternate district dele-
-26 gates for that district on the list submitted by the presidential
27 candidate pursuant to section 708 who received a majority or
28 plurality of the votes cast in that district. If a majority or
29 plurality of the votes in any congressional district or of all the
30 votes have voted ‘undecided’ then those successful district dele-
-31 gates and alternate district delegates or those successful dele-

gates at large or alternate delegates at large, respectively, shall
33 be certified by the state secretary to the state committees. If a
34 candidate whose name is not printed on the ballot receives a
35 majority or plurality of the votes for nomination for president
36 he shall file a list of delegates at large and their alternates and
37 district delegates and their alternates with the state secretary
38 within fourteen days from the receipt of such notice and
39 the persons on such list shall be deemed to have been elected
40 delegates or alternate delegates in accordance therewith. Said
41 clerks shall determine the results of the votes for members of
42 ward and town committees, issue proper certificates thereof to
43 the successful candidates and notify the chairmen of the city
44 and town committees of the respective parties and the chairmen
45 of the state committees of the respective parties.

1 SECTION 8. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 44 and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section:
4 Section 44. The official ballots shall, except as otherwise
5 provided in this chapter, be of ordinary white printing paper,
6 of two or more pages, and shall, before distribution, be so
7 folded as to measure not less than four and one half nor more
8 than five inches in width and not less than six nor more than

thirteen and one half inches in length. Except as provided inx 0 section seventy E of chapter fifty-three, the names of all
11 candidates shall be printed in black ink in lines at a right angle
12 with the length of the ballot and the names of all candidates
13 shall be in capital letters not less than one eighth nor more
14 than one quarter of an inch in height, except that surnames
15 and political designations of the candidates for president and
16 vice president and the names of the candidates for the office of
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17 senator in congress shall be in capital letters not less than three
18 sixteenths of an inch in height.

4 Section 701. Airy delegate or alternate delegate to the
5 national conventions whose name appeared on a list submitted^}
6 to the state secretary by a presidential candidate pursuant to
7 section 70E of this chapter shall, if there is a roll call vote for
8 president, vote on the first such roll call for the person on
9 whose list he appeared, unless released by said person.

1 SECTION 9. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 701 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following section;


