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section : — Section 7. Every incorporated religious society Annual

shall hold an annual meeting at such time as it shall pre- iScor'poTatU

scribe by its by-laws, and, if the by-laws do not otherwise
gocfj^ief

provide, at a place appointed by its assessors or standing

committee ; and at such meeting it shall choose a moderator,

clerk, a standing committee or two or more assessors, a
treasurer, a collector, and such other officers as it may think

necessary, all of whom, except the moderator, shall, except

as otherwise provided in this chapter, hold office until the

next annual meeting and until their successors are qualified.

Vacancies in said offices may be filled at any legal meeting.
Approved February 14, 1945.

An Act relative to the audit of accounts of cities
(J^^fuj 29

AND towns.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section forty of chapter forty-four of the o. l. (Ter.

General Laws, as amended by chapter three hundred and ftt!'amendtd.

thirty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine,

is hereby further amended by striking out, in the fourth

and fifth lines, the words "as often as once in two years,

or annually at the request of the maj^or or the selectmen"
and inserting in place thereof the word:— annually, — so

that the first sentence will read as follows:— The director Annual audits

shall cause an audit to be made of the accounts of all cities acJJJunts!''''

and towns of the commonwealth, and may cause subsequent
audits to be made of the accounts of each city and town
annuall}^, and for this purpose he, and his duly accredited

agents, shall have access to all necessary papers, books and
records.

Section 2. This act shall become effective upon the ex- EfTective

piration of six months after the termination of the existing

states of war between the United States and certain foreign

countries, but not before. Approved February 14, 1945.

An Act relative to the time for filing reports by Chap. 30
MEMBERS OF THE ATLANTIC STATES MARINE FISHERIES
COMMISSION ON THE PART OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section five of chapter four hundred and eighty-nine of

the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one is hereby amended
by striking out, in the sixth and seventh lines, the words
"during the tv/elve months preceding the first day of De-
cember in said year" and inserting in place thereof the

words:— for the fiscal year ending on the previous June
thirtieth, — so as to read as follows:— Section 5. The
members of the commission on the part of the common-
wealth shall keep accurate accounts of all its receipts and
disbursements and shall report to the governor and the

general court on or before the tenth day of December annu-
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ally, setting forth in detail the transactions of the commis-
sion for the fiscal year ending on the previous June thirti-

eth, and shall include in said report recommendations for

any legislative action that the commission deems advisable,

including such amendments or additions to the laws of the

commonwealth as may be necessary or desirable to carry

out the intent and purposes of the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Compact among the states joining therein.

Approved February 14, 1945.

Chap. 31 An Act relative to the laying out and construction
OF colburn street in the town of westwood and
the assessment of betterments in connection there-
with.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. For the purpose of the taking by eminent
domain of the land necessary for the purposes of the town
way in the town of Westwood, known as Colburn street,

which was laid out between Pond street and Ellis street by
the selectmen of said town, which laying out was accepted

by said town at its annual town meeting on March thir-

teenth, nineteen hundred and forty-four, by a vote stating

that betterments were to be assessed, and for the purposes

of the description, plan and estimate of betterments therefor

under section two of chapter eighty of the General Laws,
the effective date of this act shall be deemed the date of

the termination of said town meeting, and upon the taking

of said land in accordance with law all acts of said town and
its officers in laying out, using, constructing and paving said

way are hereby ratified and confirmed and made valid for

all purposes. The betterments so estimated may be as-

sessed at any time within six months after the effective date

of this act. The right to damages for any such taking shall

vest upon the recording or filing for registration of the order

of taking.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved February 15, 1945.

Chap. 32 An Act authorizing the placing of the office of chief
OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF THE TOWN OF EASTHAMPTON
UNDER THE CIVIL SERVICE LAWS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The office of chief of the fire department of

the town of Easthampton shall, upon the effective date of

this act, become subject to the civil service laws and rules

and regulations relating to permanent members of fire de-

partments in towns, and the tenure of office of any incum-
bent thereof shall be unlimited, subject, however, to said

laws, but the person holding said office on said effective

date shall continue to serve therein only until the expiration


