
No. 4814HOUSE
By Messrs. Murphy of Peabody and McCarthy of Peabody,

petition of John E. Murphy, Jr., and Peter C. McCarthy relative to
prohibiting the sale of beverages in containers which are not
returnable. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.4

An Act prohibiting the sale of certain beverages in con-
tainers WHICH DO NOT HAVE A REFUND VALUE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION I. Chapter 94 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 10K the following sec-
3 tion: -

4 Section 10L. As used in this section, the following words
5 shall have the following meaning:
6 “Nonalcoholic Beverage”, any mineral waters, soda waters,
2 fruit flavored drinks or other carbonated or uncarbonated
8 beverage not containing alcohol that is commonly known as a
9 soft drink, including fluid milk products and natural fruit

10 juices.
“Alcoholic beverage”, any beer, ale, or malt beverage con-

-12 taining one-half of one per cent or more of alcohol by volume,
12 “Container”, any device made of glass, metal, plastic or
14 other similar material used for the purpose of holding or
15 containing beverages.

#6 “Nonretumable beverage container”, any container, the title
17 to which the seller intends to pass with the sale of the con-
-18 tents.
19 No person shall sell, offer for sale or attempt to sell at

20 wholesale or retail any beverage in a nonretumable beverage
21 container.
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22 No person shall sell, offer for sale or attempt to sell at
23 wholesale or retail any beverage in any container without a
24 refund value of not less than five cents for each container
25 which shall be clearly indicated on the container.
26 Whoever violates the provisions of this section shall be pun-
-27 ished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars for each
28 offense.

1 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect January first, nine-
-2 teen hundred and seventy-three.


