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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133, January 31, 1972

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives

The growing use of snowmobiles and other recreational vehicles in
the Commonwealth has become an issue of public concern. Last
Friday I announced a code of conduct for snowmobile opera-
tion new regulations preventing trespass without permission,
establishing a curfew, assuring a quiet zone around occupied houses,
requiring safety equipment be carried, and other controls which will
reduce the increasing conflicts between snowmobilers and the public,
and protect the safety of the users. I also created a Recreational
Vehicle Advisory Committee to give Government an early warning of
such problems as they arise in the future. Two problems however,
require legislative action:enforceable noise limits and a new system
of law enforcement.

All recognize that our existing statute limiting snowmobile noise is
defective. It mandates a test procedure which does not exist, making
enforcement impossible. It sets a noise level unattainable by any
existing machine, making enforcement harsh. There is general agree-
ment that the proper course is to require progressively quieter new
machines with a tough but realistic time schedule. I believe the
schedule set forth in Appendix A, 82 decibels on the A scale for
machines made after July 1, 1972, and 73 decibels for machines
made after July 1, 1974, can be met by industry, if it chooses to try.
I hope it will, for the growing public aggravation with snowmobile
noise could lead to severe limitations of use, as the numbers of these
vehicles increase. I will work with other states to persuade manu-
facturers to adopt this realistic schedule.

Appendix A also clarifies the existing statute by expressly
requiring an adequate muffler and certain safety equipment.

Appendix B provides an alternative non-criminal disposition of
violations of motorboat, snowmobile and recreation vehicle laws. It
proposes an optional pay-by-mail system, which will be of great
practical benefit to law enforcement. The present system, requiring
the presence in court of the arresting officer and the defendant.
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provides a practical disincentive to the enforcement of these laws.
Last year, in Chapter 358 of the Acts of 1971, we extended the
traffic ticket approach to the littering laws; it should be extended to
the boating and recreational vehicle laws.

Respectfully submitted,

DONALD R. DWIGHT
Lieu tenan t-Govemor

Acting Governor.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two

An Act providing sound level limits for snowmobiles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 908 of the General Laws, as amended by Chapter 551
2 of the Acts of 1971, is hereby amended by striking out said
3 section and inserting in place thereof the following section: -

4 Section 24. Each snow vehicle and each recreation vehicle
5 shall be equipped with one or more headlights, a red-rear light, a
6 red rear reflector, and adequate muffler, and such safety equip-
-7 ment as may be required by the director. Each such vehicle shall
8 be capable of decelerating in a reasonable manner. Any sled or
9 trailer attached to any such vehicle shall also be equipped with a

10 red rear reflector. All such equipment shall conform to such
11 specifications as the Registrar shall prescribe.
12 No snow vehicle and no recreation vehicle shall be operated
13 which makes an unusual or excessive noise or which emits
14 obnoxious fumes.
15 No snow vehicle manufactured after July 1, 1972 shall be sold,
16 offered for sale, or operated that produces a sound pressure level
17 of more than eight-two decibels. No snow vehicle manufactured
18 after July 1, 1974 shall be sold, offered for sale, or operated that
19 produces a sound pressure level of more than seventy-three
20 decibels. Sound pressure levels in decibels shall be measured on
21 the “A” scale of a sound level meter having characteristics
22 defined by American Standards Association SI, 4-1966 “General
23 Purpose Sound Meter". Measurements shall be made of overall
24 vehicle noise at maximum speed at fifty- feet in accordance with
25 test procedure SAE .1192 of the Society of Automotive
26 Engineers, or with such other test procedure for measurement of
27 sound pressure levels as the Registrar of Motor Vehicles may

APPENDIX A
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28 adopt. After January the first, nineteen hundred and seventy-
-29 three, no new snow vehicle shall be sold in the Commonwealth
30 unless such vehicle is certified by the manufacturer, in
31 accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the director, as
32 being able to conform with the sound level limitation set forth in
33 this section.

t
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act providing an alternative non-criminal disposition

OF VIOLATIONS of the motorboat, snowmobile and
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

I Chapter 908 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 35 the following section:
3 Section 36. If any officer empowered to enforce any section
4 of Chapter ninety B takes cognizance of a violation thereof, he
5 may request the offender to state his name and address. Whoever,
6 upon s&ch request, refuses to state his name and address, may be
7 arrested without a warrant, or if he states a false name and
8 address or a name and address which is not his name and address
9 in ordinary use, he shall be punished by a fine of not less than

10 twenty nor more than fifty dollars. Such officer may, as an
11 alternative to instituting a criminal proceedings, forthwith give to
12 the offender a written notice to appear before the clerk of the
13 district court having jurisdiction at any time during office hours,
14 not later than twenty-one days after the date of such violation.
15 Such notice shall be made in triplicate, and shall contain the
16 name and address of the offender and, if served with notice in
17 hand at the time of such violation; the registration number of the
18 vehicle or motor boat involved, if any; the time and place of the
9 violation; the specific offense charged; and the time and place for

20 his required appearance. Such notice shall be signed by the
21 officer, and shall be signed by the offender whenever practicable
22 in acknowledgement that the notice has been received. The
23 officer shall if possible deliver to the offender at the time and
24 place of the violation a copy of said notice. Whenever it is not
25 possible to deliver a copy of said notice to the offender at the
26 time and place of the violation, said copy shall be mailed or

APPENDIX B
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27 delivered by the officer, or by his commanding officer or any
28 person authorized by said commanding officer, to the offender’s
29 last known address, or in the case of a violation involving a
30 vehicle or motor boat registered under the laws of this common-
-31 wealth, within five days of the offence, or in the case of any
32 vehicle or motor boat registered in either case, of Sundays and
33 holidays, to the address of the registrant of the vehicle or motor
34 boat involved, as appearing, in the case of a vehicle registered
35 under the laws ot his commonwealth, in the records of th#
36 registry of motor vehicles or the division of Marine and
37 Recreational Vehicles or, in the case of a vehicle or motor boat
38 registered under the laws of another state or country in the
39 records of the official in such state or country having charge of
40 the registration of such vehicle or motor boat. Such notice
41 mailed, by the officer, his commanding officer, or the person so
42 authorized to the last address of said registrant as appearing as
43 aforesaid, shall be deemed a sufficient notice, and a certificate of
44 the officer or person so mailing such notice that it has been
45 mailed in accordance with this section shall be deemed prima
46 facie evidence thereof and shall be admissible in any court of the
47 commonwealth as to the facts contained therein. At or before
48 the completion of each tour of duty the officer shall give to his
49 commanding officer those copies of each notice of such a
50 violation he has taken cognizance of during such tour which have
51 not already been delivered or mailed by him as aforesaid. Said
52 commanding officer shall retain and safely preserve one of such
53 copies and shall, at a time not later than the next court day after
54 Said delivery or mailing, deliver another of such copies to the
55 clerk of the court before whom the offender has been notified to
56 appear. The clerk of each district court shall maintain a separate
57 docket of all such notices to appear.
58 Any person notified to appear before the clerk of a district
59 court as hereinbefore provided may appear before such clerk ai^
60 confess the offense charged, either personally or through an
61 agent duly authorized in writing, or by mailing to such clerk with
62 the notice, the sum provided herein, such payment to be made
63 only by postal note, money order or check. Payment to such
64 clerk of the minimum fine set forth tor such olfense in sections
65 fourteen and thirty-four, or, if no minimum is set forth therein,
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66 payment of ten percent of the maximum fine set forth therein,
shall operate as a final disposition of the case. Proceedings under
this paragraph shall not be deemed criminal; and no person
notified to appear before the clerk of a district court as provided
herein shall be required to report to any probation officer, and
no record of the case shall be entered in the probation records.

67
68
69
70
71
72 If any person notified to appear before the clerk of the district

court fails to appear and pay the fine provided hereunder, or,
having appeared, desires not to avail himself of the procedure
hereinbefore provided for the noncriminal disposition of the
case, the clerk shall, as soon as may be, notify the officer
concerned, who shall forthwith make a complaint and follow the
procedure established for criminal cases, and shall notify the
division of Marine and Recreational Vehicles. If any persons fails
to appear in accordance with the summons issued upon such
complaint the clerk shall send such person by certified mail,
return receipt requested, a notice that the complaint is pending
and that if the person fails to appear within twenty-one days
from the sending of such notice a warrant for his arrest will be
issued. If any person fails to appear within twenty-one days from
the sending of such notice, the court shall issue a warrant for his
arrest.

73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88 The notice to appear, provided herein, shall be printed in such

form as the chief justice of the municipal court of the city of
Boston may prescribe for said court, and as the administrative
committee of the district courts as created by section forty-three
A of chapter two hundred and eighteen may prescribe for district
courts other than said municipal court.

89
90
91
92
93
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