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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith, House Bill No.
5151 entitled “AN ACT PROVIDING GUIDELINES FOR THE
WORK ACTIVITIES OF STUDENTS IN VOCATIONAL
SCHOOLS.”

This bill would require the commissioner of education to adopt
regulations promoting the use of vocational students by cities and
towns and require that they be compensated for work performed for
private persons except where unusual educational benefits would be
derived.

I can see no objection to providing rules and regulations to better
utilize the vocational students abilities for the benefit of the city,
town or district which the school serves.

I am advised, however, that the requirement of paying com-
pensation to students would operate to deprive them of of
meaningful work experiences. The division of occupational education
in the department of education indicates that the compensation
provision would make it impossible to continue many on-the-job
programs which form the nucleus of vocational education. I am
therefore reluctant to jeopardize the work opportunities of some
50,000 students now in vocational schools. In many cases, persons
are willing to supply materials for work done by students, even
though they are not professionals and may take longer to accomplish
the job. Were the payment of compensation required, these work
opportunities would undoubtedly be fewer.

On the other hand, I see no reason why the work done by
vocational students should not be limited to the area served by the
school, except in exceptional circumstances which would be deter-
mined by the commissioner.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows:
By striking out the second sentence of Section 2A of chapter 74
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of the General Laws, inserted by this act, and inserting in place
thereof the following: Students shall not be permitted to perform
work on projects which are outside the city or town or regional
school district served by the school attended by said students, unless
said projects have exceptional educational value as determined by the
commissioner.

Respectfully submitted.

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor


