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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133, April 7, 1972,

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approvai, House Bill No.
5319 entitled “AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A RETRIAL OF STAFF
SERGEANT RAYMOND M. McGUIRE OF THE STATE POLICE.”

The subject of this bill. Staff Sergeant Raymond M. McGuire, a
member of the Uniformed Branch of the State Police, was found
guilty on October 15, 1969, by a Departmental Trial Board of
receiving monies for paid details without performing the services, of
refusing to wear a uniform to an assigned duty, as well as other
departmental charges.

A Departmental Trial Board is comprised of impartial members,
three to five, of the Massachusetts State Police to hear charges
against a fellow officer. The Board makes recommendations to the
Commissioner, who may order disciplinary action.

In this case, the Board’s finding of guilty on the charges made
resulted in an order by the Commissioner that McGuire be reduced
from Lieutenant to Staff Sergeant and that he be suspended without
pay for a four month period in 1969. This bill, H5319, would
require that this entire matter be retried.

In 1969, pending a decision of the Trial Board. McGuire sought to
stay proceedings in Superior Court on July 21, 1969, and his petition
was denied. He also brought suit against the Department to reverse
the Trial Board’s decision, and this case is still pending a hearing on
its merits. In addition he has brought two slander suits in September
1969, against two commissioned officers of the Department who
were acting in their official capacity in convening the Trial Board.
These two suits are also still pending.

I am advised by the Commissioner that during the past three years,
every effort has been made to insure McGuire a lair and impartial
hearing.

I have been told of no reason why a retrial should be granted. I
believe that a very dangerous precedent would be established if a
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disciplined officer could seek by legislative action to circumvent the
Department’s rules and regulations and the enforcement of them
needed to msure discipline in a semi-military organization.

For the above reasons, I cannot in good conscience approve the
measure and ! return the bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor


