
HOUSE No. 5621

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133, April 26,1972,

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.
5396 entitled “AN ACT REQUIRING PATIENTS IN INSTITU-
TIONS UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
MENTAL HEALTH BE GIVEN PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS.”

This bill as originally filed, would have required that all persons
under the care of the Department of Mental Health be given a
physical examination at least every twelve months. This procedure
would be consistant with the existing regulations of the Department,
and I would have no objection to inserting such provisions in law.

However, the bill in its present form has the effect of requiring
three physical examinations in the first six months a person is
resident in a facility of the Department of Mental Health. This
situation occurs because the bill makes a physical examination part
of the periodic review of a patient’s status which must be undertaken
upon admission, again within three months, and again within a
second three months.

I am advised that the bill would require several thousand extra
examinations a year, a task which would take needed personnel away
from more important duties. It appears that this result was not
intended by the sponsors of the original legislation.

I therefore suggest the bill be amended to conform to the original
intention of the petitions filed, and recommend the bill be amended
as follows;

By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place
Hereof the following;

The first paragraph of section 4 of chapter 123 of the General
Laws, as appearing in section 4 of chapter 888 of the Acts of 1970, is
hereby amended by inserting after the second sentence the following
sentence: Said person shall be given a physical examination by a
physician licensed under the provisions of chapter one hundred and
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twelve at least once in every twelve month period during which he is
resident in said departmental facility or at the Bridgewater State
Hospital.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Govern
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