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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
100 CAMBRIDGE STREET

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02202, NOVEMBER 6, 1984

The Honorable Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary ofState
State House, Room 340, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Mr. Secretary: The Department of Environmental Manage-
ment is pleased to submit the following for the 1985 legislative session.

Sincerely,

JAMES GUTENSOHN

Commontoealtf) of iHas(«atl)u«ctts(

Commissioner



[JanuaryHOUSE No. 1092

�

4

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five.

i. An Act to establish a Massachusetts conservation corps.

This bill would establish a state funded summer and year round
conservation work program for youths and young adults. During the
period 1977 and 1981 the Department was the State Program Agent
for the federally funded Youth Conservation Corps and Young Adult
Conservation Corps programs which provided jobs to the unemployed
working on state and local conservation lands. Several states have
already established a state funded conservation work program to
replace these programs. During their operation, these programs
returned in work accomplished approximately one dollar and twenty
cents for each program dollar spent while providing meaningful
employment and instilling an appreciation of our natural resources in
our State’s youth and young adults.

2. An Act tochange the name and restructure the duties of the

BUREAU OF INSECT PEST CONTROL AND TO ESTABLISH A PROGRAM
TO ENCOURAGE COMMUNITIES IN THE CARE, CONTROL, AND MAN-
AGEMENT OF PUBLIC SHADE TREES.

A legislatively directed study conducted by the Department of
Environmental Management identified the public shade tree, or trees
along public ways, as a valuable natural resource contributing substan-
tially to the environmental, aesthetic, and economic qualities of our
communities. The study further identified the need for an ongoing
program to assist communities in the care and management of the
public shade tree and greater resources to be made available to the
Shade Tree Laboratory at the University of Massachusetts. This bill
would change the name of the Bureau of Insect Pest Control in the
Division ofForests and Parks to incorporate shade tree management
and authorize the Bureau to receive and administer grant funds to
communities which might become available through State or Federal
sources. Since the Bureau of Insect Pest Control already works with
local Tree Wardens regarding shade tree management as related to
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insect pest control, this official change in duties does not significantly
deviate from its existing program. No additional resources are
required by this legislation.

3. An Act relative to certain claims against the common
WEALTH.

Under current law, employees in state recreation areas suffer sub-
stantial exposure to the general public from possible suit in carrying
out their responsibilities. In general, an employee who is being sued
individually must defend himself at his own cost even though he or she
may have been acting within the scope of his or her job and under
department policy and regulations. This legislation would permit the
Commonwealth to defend its employees against suits arising out of
their employment and job duties. This coverage has already been
extended to employees of the Department of Corrections, the Depart-
ment of Mental Health and the Department of Public Safety.

4 An Act relative to the duties of the division of water
resources.

Under legislation which reorganized the state Water Resoures
Commission, certain management functions formerly assigned to the
Commission were statutorily transferred to the Division of Water
Resources. Correcting language to Chapter 21, Section 15, will place
the responsibility for management of flood control sites under the
Division consistent with other changes madeby Chapter 589 ofthe acts
of 1983. Under current Commission procedures, the Division routinely
reports on the status of these flood control sites.

s. An Act clarifying lifeguardpositions for the department of

environmental management.

Section 201 of Chapter 111 requires that all lifeguards undergo an
intensivetraining to bring them to a “first respondent” capability. The
Department of Environmental Management hires numerous life-
guards at state facilities and placing all lifeguards in compliance with
this training requirement for short term employees is neither timely,
practical, nor affordable within the agency’s recreation budget. The
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Department does have at all times a supervisory, or head lifeguard, on
site who complies with the statutory requirement. The legislation
would change the requirement to include only those personnel. This
change in statute has been discussed with the Department of Public
Safety which supports this change in the scope of the statute.

6. An Act authorizing the department of environmental man-
agement TO OPERATE AND MAINTAIN HERITAGE STATE PARKS
WITHIN THE METROPOLITAN PARKS DISTRICT.

For the past seven years, the Department has been in the process of
constructing several Heritage Parks within the Commonwealth. The
proposed legislation simply provides permanent statutory authority
for the Department to operate these parks within the Metropolitan
Parks District with continued legislative appropriation.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this proposed legislation
which will assist us in carrying out our mission of natural resources
management and operation in our state recreation areas.

We look forward to working with Members of the General Court in
bringing about their enactment.
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