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By Mr. White of Worcester, petition of T homas P. White and others
relative to the listing of names on election ballots. Election Laws.

®fje Commontoealtf) of iHatfgacfjuictte

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five,

An Act concerning the form of ballots.

Be it enacted by the Senate andHouse of Representatives in Genera!
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section thirty-four of Chapter fifty-three of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by Section one of Chap-
-3 ter One Hundred Ninety of the Acts of Nineteen Hundred
4 Seventy-nine, is hereby further amended so as to delete the fourth
5 and fifth sentences of the seventh paragraph thereof, so that said
6 paragraph shall read as follows:
7 “Except where vacancies caused by death, withdrawal or physi-
-8 cal disability are filled, no names shall be printed on a ballot other
9 than thosepresented on nomination papers. On ballots at city and

10 town primaries, and preliminary elections except where city char-
-11 ters provide otherwise, names of candidates for offices of which
12 they are the elected incumbents, or the incumbents chosen by vote
13 of the board of aldermen or city council in a city, or the incumbents
14 chosen by joint convention of the board of aldermen or city
15 council and school committee, shall be placed first in alphabetical
16 order according to their surnames, to be followed by the names of
17 all other candidates for such offices in alphabetical order. A can-
-18 didate for nomination in the same office in a precinct, ward or
19 district which contains any portion of the territory which he was

20 elected to represent at the last preceding municipal election for
21 that office shall be considered an elected incumbent within the
22 meaning ofthis section. Immediately following the names of candi-
-23 dates on ballots at city and town primaries, and preliminary elec-
-24 tions except where city charters provide otherwise, blank spaces
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25 equal to the number of persons to be chosen shall be provided for
26 the insertion of other names. Immediately following the names of
27 candidates on ballots at state and presidential primaries, where
28 there are fewer names than there are persons to be chosen, blank
29 spaces shallbe provided, equal in number to the deficiency, for the
30 inserting of other names.”

1 SECTION 2. Section forty-one of Chapter Fifty-Four of the
2 General Faws, as most recently amended by Section Seven of
3 Chapter Seven Hundred Forty-Five of the Acts of Nineteen
4 Hundred Seventy-Nine, is hereby further amended so as to delete,
5 in the second sentence of the third paragraph thereof, the words
6 “or city”, so that said sentence shall read as follows: “To the name
7 of a candidate for astate office who is an elected incumbent thereof
8 there shall be added in the same space the words “Candidate for
9 Re-election”, except in the case of political party candidates for the

10 offices of governor and lieutenant governor.”
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