
HOUSE No. 413
By Mrs. Murray of Cohasset, petition of Mary Jeanette Murray,

Edward B. Teague 111, Daniel E. Bosley and Michael LoPresti, Jr.,
for legislation to further regulate the use of jawed leghold traps.
Natural Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

An Act further regulating the use of jawed leghold traps.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 131 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 80A, as appearing in the 1986 Official Edition, and
3 inserting in place thereof the following section;
4 Section 80A. No person shall use, set, place or maintain any
5 type of jawed leghold traps, padded or unpadded, including but
6 not limited to the soft catch trapping system except in or under
7 buildings on land owned, leased or rented by him. Such jawed
8 leghold traps may be used for the capture of fur-bearing mammals
9 in water only if set in such a manner that all reasonable care is

10 taken to insure that the mammal dies by drowning in a minimum
11 length of time. No other device which is set in such a manner that
12 it will knowingly cause continued suffering to such a mammal
13 caught therein, or which is not designed to kill such a mammal
14 at once or take it alive unhurt shall be used, set, placed or
15 maintained for the capture of fur-bearing mammals; provided,
16 however, that a person or his duly authorized agent may apply
17 to the director for a special permit to use such traps, other than
18 jawed leghold traps of any type trap, on property owned by such
19 person. Issuance of such special permits shall be governed by rules
20 and regulations adopted by the directorpursuant to chapter thirty A.
21 Such rules and regulations shall include, but not be limited to
22 provisions relative to the following:
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23 (1) The applicant or his agent shall apply to the director in
24 writing and shall state that there exists on his property an animal
25 problem which cannot reasonably be abated by the use of traps
26 other than those prohibited by this section, not including jawed
27 leghold traps of any type, if the director determines that such
28 animal problem exists which cannot reasonably be abated by the
29 use of traps other than those prohibited by this section, not
30 including any type of jawed leghold trap, he may authorize for
31 a period not exceeding ninety days the use, setting, placing or
32 maintenance of such traps during which time the procedures for
33 obtaining a special permit, as set forth in the rules and regulations
34 adopted pursuant to this section, shall be complied with.
35 Whoever violates any provision of this section, or of any rule
36 or regulation made under the authority thereof, shall be punished
37 by a fine of not less than fifty not more than one hundred dollars,
38 or by imprisonment for not more than thirty days, or by both such
39 fine and imprisonment.


