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able or are materially changed. Violations of this section

or of the conditions of a license or certificate shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor more than
one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than
one year, and the license or certificate may be revoked.

Approved June 26, 1945.

Chap.479 An Act providing for the issuance of certain permits
BY THE HEAD OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT,

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter one hundred and forty-eight of the General Laws
is hereby amended by striking out section ten A, inserted

therein by chapter seventy-five of the acts of nineteen hun-
dred and thirty-two, and inserting in place thereof the follow-

ing section : — Section 10A. The head of the fire department
m each city, town or fire district shall grant, in accordance
with the rules and regulations of the board, such permits
for use in such city, town or fire district as may be required

by such rules and regulations, and make such inspections

therein, and have and exercise such powers and duties in

connection therewith, as the marshal may direct. The head
of the fire department shall keep a record of every permit
so issued, and shall furnish the marshal with such infor-

mation in respect to such permits as he may require. A
fee of not more than fifty cents may be charged by the head
of the fire department for any permit granted under author-
ity of this section, and any such permit may be revoked for

cause by him or by the marshal.
The clerk of each city and town shall annually, not later

than April first, transmit to the commissioner in writing the

name and official address of the head of the fire department
in his city or town, or in the fire district or districts in which
his town is located or which is or are established within

his town. Approved June 26, 1945.
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Chap.4:80 An Act further defining, and adding definitions of,

CERTAIN TERMS AS USED IN THE LAWS RELATING TO SAFETY
OF PERSONS IN BUILDINGS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section one of chapter one hundred and forty-three of

the General Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended
by striking out the paragraph defining "Alteration" in the

fourth line, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,

and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph :
—

"Alteration", change in or addition to a building which
reduces the means of exit or fire resistance or changes its

structural support, use or occupancy, — by adding after the
paragraph defining "Alteration" the following two para-
graphs: — "Building", a combination of any materials,

whether portable or fixed, having a roof, to form a struc-

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 143, § 1,

etc., amended.

Definitions.



Acts, 1945. — Chap. 480. 465

ture for the shelter of persons, animals or property. For
the purpose of this definition "roof" shall include an awn-
ing or any similar covering, whether or not permanent in

nature. The word "building" shall be construed where the

context requires as though followed by the words "or part

or parts thereof".

"Commissioner", the commissioner of public safety,

—

by striking out the paragraph defining "Inspector", as

amended by section seven B of chapter five hundred and
forty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three,

and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph :
—

"Inspector", an inspector of the division of inspection of

the department; provided, that in the sections referred to

in section thirty-three "inspector" shall mean an inspector

of buildings of a city, town or district referred to in section

three if the provisions of said section thirty-three relative

thereto so indicate; and provided, further, that in sections

sixty-three to sixty-six, inclusive, "inspector" shall include

a building inspector of a city or town or an inspector of a

district referred to in section three, — by striking out the

paragraph defining "Place of assembly", inserted therein

by section one of chapter five hundred and forty-six of the

acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three, and inserting in

place thereof the following paragraph: — "Place of assem-
bly", any building designed, constructed, reconstructed, re-

modeled, altered, used, or intended to be used, for fifty or

more persons to assemble therein for any of the following:
— Dance halls; cabarets; restaurants, including the type
of restaurant commonly known as a night club; all places

in which alcoholic beverages are sold or for sale to be con-

sumed on the premises; any room or space used for public

or private banquets, feasts, dances, socials, card parties, or

weddings or religious services except in the case of funerals

in private homes; lodge and meeting halls or rooms; skat-

ing rinks; gymnasiums; swimming pools; billiard, pool,

bowling and table tennis rooms; halls or rooms used for

public or private catering purposes; funeral parlors; rec-

reation rooms; broadcasting studios; school and college

auditoriums; and all other places of similar occupancy.
Nothing in this paragraph shall apply to a single family or

two-family dwelling, or to a place of incarceration or deten-

tion, a convent, a monastery, a church, a synagogue, a
theatre, a special hall, a public hall or a schoolhouse, —
by striking out the paragraph defining "Public building",

in the fifteenth to the seventeenth lines, inclusive, as ap-
pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place

thereof the following paragraph: — "Pubhc building", any
building oi; part thereof used as a public or private institu-

tion, schoolhouse, church, theatre, special hall, public hall

or miscellaneous hall, — and by inserting after the para-
graph defining "Story", as appearing in the Tercentenary
Edition, the following paragraph:— "Structure", a com-
bination of materials assembled at a fixed location to give
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support or shelter, such as a building, framework, retaining

wall, tent, reviewing stand, platform, bin, fence, sign, flag-

pole, mast for radio antenna or the like. The word "struc-

ture" shall be construed, where the context allows, as though
followed by the words "or part or parts thereof".

Approved June 26, 1945.

ChapASl An Act requiring, under certain circumstances, that
THE basement OF A MERCANTILE ESTABLISHMENT BE
EQUIPPED WITH AUTOMATIC SPRINKLERS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Edo.' i48,'^*§ 26, Section twenty-six of chapter one hundred and forty-
amended.' '

eight of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary

Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
"Any" in the first line the following:— basement of a mer-
cantile establishment, any, -— so as to read as follows :

—
Automatic Scction 26. Any basement of a mercantile establishment,

any building used in whole or in part for the business of

woodworking, or for the business of manufacturing or work-
ing upon wooden, basket, rattan or cane goods or articles, or

tow, shavings, excelsior, oakum, rope, twine, string, thread,

bagging, paper, paper stock, cardboard, rags, cotton or

linen, or cotton or linen garments or goods, or mbber, feath-

ers, paint, grease, soap, oil, varnish, petroleum, gasoline,

kerosene, benzine, naphtha or other inflammable fluids or

compounds, and any building used in whole or in part for

the business of keeping or storing any such goods or articles

except in such small quantities as are usual for domestic use

or for use in connection with and as incident to some busi-

ness other than such keeping or storing, shall, upon the order

of the marshal, be equipped with automatic sprinklers; pro-

vided, that no such order shall apply to any building unless

four or more persons live or are usually employed therein

above the second floor. Approved June 26, 1946.

Chap.4:82 An Act clarifying the powers and duties of certain
OFFICERS and BOARDS RELATIVE TO PLACES OF ASSEMBLY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Ed)"iS^'^§3A
Section 1. Chapter one hundred and forty-three of the

etc., 'amended.' General Laws is hereby amended by striking out section

three A, inserted by section two of chapter five hundred and
forty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three,

and inserting in place thereof the following section :
— Sec-

Certain mu- tion 3A . For the purpose of enforcing the laws, ordinances,

to'^lfe^dre^^'er
by-laws and rules and regulations relative to places of as-

agents.'^et?.! scmbly the ofl&cer or board of a city, town or district in which

sk.ne?^S'^" the provisions of section three are in force, who, under sec-
pubiic safety, ^q^ thrcc, or under any ordinance, by-law or rule or regula-

tion authorized thereunder, is charged with the duty of in-

specting, or issuing permits for, the construction, alteration,


