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transfusion options. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

An Act requiring surgeons to inform patients of blood transfu-

sion OPTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 70E the following section:
3 Section 70F. (a) For purposes ofthis section the following terms
4 shall have the following meanings:
5 “Autologous blood”, blood from oneself, incuding but not
6 limited to predonation, intraoperative autologous transfusion,
7 plasmapheresis and hemodilution.
8 “Directed homologous donations”, blood donated from
9 relatives or friends.

10 “Intraoperative autologous transfusion”, a procedure which
11 recycles a person’s blood during surgery.
12 “Plasmapheresis”, a procedure in which rich plasma is collected
13 from the patient in the operating room before surgery.
14 “Nondirected homologous donations”, blood donated from the
15 general blood supply.
16 “Hemodilution”, a procedure in which two units of blood are
17 collected from a patient in the operating room before surgery.
18 (b) Whenever there is a possibility that a blood transfusion may
19 be necessary as a result of a surgical procedure, the surgeon, who
20 is responsible for the surgical procedure shall, by means of a
21 written summary developed by the department, inform the surgery
22 patient of the positive and negative aspects ofreceiving autologous
23 blood, directed homologous blood and nondirected homologous
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24 blood. The surgeon shall note on the patient’s medical record that
25 such written summary was given to the patient.
26 (c) The surgeon shall allow adequate time prior to surgery for
27 predonation; provided, however, that if a patient waives such time
28 the surgeon shall not be required to so wait and shall not be liable
29 for any such failure to so wait.
30 (d) The provisions of subsections (b) and (c) shall not apply
31 when medical contraindications, or a life threatening emergency
32 exists.
33 (e) The department shall develop and annually review, and if
34 necessary revise, the written summary required under subsection
35 (b) which explains the advantages, disadvantages, risks and
36 descriptions of autologous blood and directed and nondirected
37 homologous blood, including, but not limited to, the blood
38 options detailed in this section. The summary shall be written so
39 as to be easily understood by a non-medical person.
40 The department shall make the written summary available to
41 surgeons, clinics, hospitals, health facilities and blood collection
42 centers upon request for a fee not exceeding in the aggregate the
43 actual costs for developing, updating and distributing such
44 summary.
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