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HOUSE No. 2825
By Mr. Travis of Rehoboth, petition of Philip Travis for adoption

of resolutions by the General Court ratifying the proposed original
second amendment to the Constitution of the United States requiring
an election of the United States House of Representatives to intervene
before a pay raise for members of the United States Congress may
take effect. Federal Financial Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One.

Resolutions election of the united states house of representa-

tives to intervene before a pay raise for members ofthe united
states congress may take effect.

1 Whereas, On September 25, 1789, the Ist Congress of the
2 United States of America, convened in New York, New York, by
3 a two-thirds vote of each house concurring, did propose to the
4 legislatures of the several states, pursuant to Article V of the
5 United States Constitution, a proposed amendment to that
6 Constitution by a resolution worded as follows:
7 “The Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time
8 of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order
9 to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further
10 declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added: And as
11 extending the ground of public confidence in the Government, will
12 best ensure the beneficent ends of its institution.
13 “Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
14 United States of America in Congress assembled, two thirds of
15 both Houses concurring that the following [Article] be proposed
16 to the Legislatures of the several States, as [an Amendment] to
17 the Constitution of the United States, . . . when ratified by three
18 fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and
19 purposes, as part of the said Constitution, viz.
20 “[An ARTICLE] in addition to, and amendment of the
21 Constitution of the United States of America, proposed by
22 Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States,
23 pursuant to the fifth Article of the original Constitution.
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24 “Article the second. ..
No law, varying the compensation for

25 the services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take effect,
26 until an election of Representatives shall have intervened.”; and
27 Whereas, The proposed amendment quoted above was
28 submitted to the state legislatures without any deadline of any sort
29 having been imposed upon its consideration by the state
30 legislatures; and
31 Whereas, In the 1939 case of Coleman v. Miller, the United
32 States Supreme Court rules that if Congress does not specify an
33 expiration date on a particular amendment that it proposes to the
34 state legislatures, then the amendment may be acted upon by the
35 state legislatures regardless of its age, and then Congress, when
36 presented with ratifications from the legislatures of three-fourths
37 of the states, is the final arbiter of whether too much time has
38 elapsed between Congress’ transmittal of the amendment to the
39 states and the most recent state’s ratification of same, assuming
40 that, at one time or another, the legislature of three-fourths of
41 the states have in fact ratified it; and
42 Whereas, The strong public disapproval of recent proposals to
43 increase the compensation of Members of the United States
44 Congress, without benefit of an intervening election, has
45 convinced the General Court of the Commonwealth of
46 Massachusetts that it should forthwith ratify the above-quoted
47 amendment; and
48 Whereas, The constitutions of a great many states provide for
49 a similar restriction with respect to the compensation of members
50 of the legislature in those states; now, therefore be it
51 Resolved, That the General Court of the Commonwealth of
52 Massachusetts join with the legislatures of the at least thirty-two
53 (32) other states in ratifying this proposed amendment to the
54 United States Constitution; and be it further
55 Resolved, That duly authenticated copies of this resolution be
56 forwarded by the Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
-57 setts to the Vice-President of the United States, as the presiding
58 officer of the United States Senate; to the Speaker of the United
59 States House of Representatives; and to all members of the
60 Massachusetts delegation to the United States Congress with the
61 request that it be printed in full in the Congressional Record; and
62 to the Archivist of the United States, as required by the Act of
63 Congress in 1984 numbered as Public Law 98-497.
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