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By Miss O Brien of Easthampton, petition of Shannon P. O’Brien

for legislation to establish an advisory board to the Metropolitan
District Commission. Housing and Urban Development.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One,

An Act creating an advisory board to the metropolitan district
COMMISSION WITH CERTAIN POWERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 28 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 3 the following sections:
3 Section 3A. a) There shall be an advisory board to the metro-
-4 politan district commission with specific oversight of all the
5 divisions within the commission. Membership on said advisory
6 board shall be by appointment by the chief elected official in each
7 city or town served by any or all of the divisions, or city or town
8 contributing to the divisions without direct benefit of said services
9 so provided other members of the district. Each city or town may

10 send one representative for each division serving or served by said
11 city or town.
12 b) Within said advisory board, there shall be a subcommittee
13 structure, each representing one division with the appropriate
14 appointed representatives from the city or town served by said
15 division representing his or her city or town. Within each sub-
-16 committee there shall be elected an executive committee which
17 shall consist of no fewer than nine people and no more than fifteen
18 people whose function will be to interact directly with the com-
-19 missioner, the associate commissioners and the secretary of the
20 executive office of environmental affairs.
21 c) Said advisory board shall meet at least four times annually
22 as a board with each city or town casting one vote per city or town
23 on such matters relating to the services received or rendered by
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24 divisions in said city or town based upon the recommendations
25 of the executive committees of the subcommittees of each division.
26 d) Said subcommittee shall look into the functions of its divi-
-27 sions and the relation of the performance with regard to budget
28 appropriations, stated goals of the commission and the division
29 and stated commission policy.
30 e) The advisory board as a whole shall look at the general
31 administrative and operations management functions of the
32 commission as a corporate body in addition to the disparate
33 functions of each of the three divisions with particular emphasis
34 on the elimination of duplicative duties and responsibilities
35 handled by other state or municipal agencies. Where possible, a
36 plan shall be set up to consolidate the performance of these duties
37 and to require the agency best suited to perform said duties and
38 to provide for the reassignment of currently employed personnel
39 without loss of any benefits.
40 Section 38. The advisory board shall serve as an ad hoc com-
-41 mittee of the whole with general oversight on commission policy
42 and budget requests making comments and offering suggestions
43 when appropriate with regard to the proper level of funding,
44 staffing and planning needs of each division during the
45 preliminary in-house budget planning process, the review process
46 with the secretary of the executive office of environmental affairs
47 and if requested as citizen support during the public budget
48 hearing held by the house and senate committees on ways and
49 means of the general court. Such oversight shall include both
50 verbal and written communications on the validity and need of
51 each budget request, as the said board deems appropriate.

1 SECTION 2. In no way is this act intended to supersede the
2 legislative authority to determine the budget of a state agency, but
3 rather is an attempt to introduce more citizen input into the
4 metropolitan district commission which serves the needs of the
5 population of the greater metropolitan region. The oversight
6 authority granted by section three B as inserted by section one
7 of this act is intended to clarify the pressing needs which the
8 commission has heretofore not requested funds for, nor received
9 support for such a request, and to eliminate duplication in the
10 performance of the duties and responsibilities of the commission.


