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relative to the disclosure of motor vehicle bumper quality in the sale
and distribution of new vehicles. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

An Act relative to disclosure of automobile bumper quality.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 after section 7N'/$ the following new section:
3 Section 7N%. (a) For the purposes of this section, the
4 following words shall have the following meaning set forth below,
5 unless the context clearly requires otherwise:
6 (1) The term “manufacturer” means any person engaged in the
7 manufacture or assembly of new passenger vehicles, including any
8 person who imports new passenger vehicles for resale and any
9 person who acts for or is under the control of such manufacturer,

10 assembler or importer in connection with the distribution of new
11 passenger vehicles.
12 (2) The term “person” means an individual, partnership,
13 corporation, business trust, or any organized group of persons.
14 (3) The term “passenger motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle
15 with motive power designed for carrying twelve persons or less,
16 except (i) a motorcycle or (ii) a truck not designed primarily to
17 carry its operator or passengers.
18 (4) The term “new passenger motor vehicle” means a passenger
19 motor vehicle the equitable legal title to which has never been
20 transferred by a manufacturer, distributor, or dealer to an
21 ultimate purchaser.
22 (5) The term “dealer” means any person who is engaged in the
23 sale and distribution of new passenger vehicles.
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24 (6) The term “ultimate purchaser” means the first person other
25 than the dealer who in good faith purchases a new passenger
26 motor vehicle for purposes other than resale.
27 (7) The term “commerce” means commerce with this state,
28 among the several States of the United States, with any United
29 States territory or the District of Columbia or with any foreign
30 nation. New passenger vehicles delivered to ultimate purchasers
31 in any place under the jurisdiction of the United States shall be
32 deemed to have been distributed in commerce.
33 (8) The phrase “withstands an impact of miles per hour,”
34 as used in the label required by subsection (b) of this section, refers
35 to the impact of the stated speed upn the vehicle’s front and rear
36 bumpers when they are subjected to the fixed barrier and
37 pendulum impact tests as set out in 49 C.F.R. Part 581 and when
38 subjected to the corner impact test as set out in Part 581 at a speed
39 equivalent to 60% of the speed stated on the required label.
40 (9) The phrase “no damage,” as used in the required label
41 means that, when subjected to the tests specified in 49 C.F.R. Part
42 581, the vehicle experiences no damage to its lighting, fuel,
43 exhaust, cooling, or latching systems and no other damage to the
44 vehicle or to its bumpers.
45 (b) Every manufacturer of new passenger motor vehicles
46 distributed in commerce shall, prior to the delivery of any new
47 passenger vehicle to any dealer, securely affix to the windshield
48 or side window of such vehicle a label containing the following
49 statements as they apply to the vehicle:
50 This vehicle is equipped with front and rear bumpers that can
51 withstand an impact of miles per hour with no damage to the
52 vehicle or to the bumpers. The stronger the bumper, the less likely
53 the car will need repair due to low-speed crashes.
54 The manufacturer shall complete the label with a number that
55 accurately represents the speed of impact that the vehicle’s
56 bumpers can withstand with no damage to the vehicle or to its
57 bumpers. A manufacturer who completes the label with a number
58 that understates the speed of impact which the vehicle’s bumper
59 can withstand with no damage to the vehicle or its bumpers shall
60 not be deemed to have violated this section.
61 (c) Any manufacturer of passenger vehicles distributed in
62 commerce who willfully fails to affix the label required by
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63 subsection (b) of this section to any new passenger vehicle
64 manufactured or imported by such manufacturer, or who willfully
65 misstates any information contained in the label, shall be fined
66 not more than $5OO. Each such failure shall constitute a separate
67 offense.
68 Any person who willfully defaces, alters or removes the label
69 required by subsection (b) of this section before purchase of the
70 vehicle by an ultimate purchaser shall be fined not more than $5OO.
71 Each such incident shall constitute a separate offense.
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