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regular duties require them to have the care and custody
of prisoners including insane persons and defective delin-

quents at the state farm; capitol police; and conservation
officers paid as such, district fire wardens and coastal wardens
in the department of conservation.

Approved July 17, 1945.

Chap.QSl An Act relative to the payment of compensation on
ACCOUNT OF INJURIES OR DEATH SUFFERED BY ANY OFFI-

CER OR INSPECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
PERFORMING POLICE SERVICE.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter twenty-two of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section seven A the following

section :
— Section 7B. In determining the right of any

officer or inspector of the department performing police

service, or his legal representatives, to receive compensa-
tion under any provision of law on account of injuries or

death suffered by such officer or inspector while engaged in

the actual performance of police service in the course of his

duties, such officer or inspector shall be deemed to be so

engaged while traveling on public ways from his liome to

his station of duty and from such station to his home.
Approved July 17, 1945.
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(7^ap.632 An Act making certain changes in the law relative
TO MEDICAL EXAMINERS.
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter thirty-eight of the General Laws is

hereby amended by striking out the last sentence of section

two, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting

in place thereof the following sentence :
— Associate medical

examiners in the other districts shall, in the absence of the

medical examiners or in case of their inability to act, per-

form in their respective counties all of the duties of the medi-
cal examiner. A medical examiner, or an associate medical
examiner of a district adjoining a district in another county,

may, in the absence or inability to act of the medical exam-
iner or the associate medical examiner of said other district,

perform in that district all of the duties of the medical ex-

aminer, and in such case shall be compensated by the county
where he acts.

Section 2. Section two A of said chapter thirty-eight,

inserted by section one of chapter one hundred and fifty-

three of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three, is

hereby repealed.

Section 3. Section five of said chapter thirty-eight, as

appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
by striking out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof

the following sentence :
—
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Medical examiners and associate medical examiners in salaries,

other counties shall receive fees as follows : For a view with ^'^'^^' *^**'-

or without an autopsy, ten dollars; and for travel, ten cents

a mile for each mile traveled in the investigation of a death

;

for attendance as a witness at inquests or in criminal cases

in district courts, ten dollars for each day of such attend-

ance; and for travel, ten cents a mile to and from the place

where such inquest or court trial is held.

Section 4. Said chapter thirty-eight is hereby further g. l. (Ter.

amended by striking out section six, as amended by chapter f e;^;>f(f;

four hundred and seventy-five of the acts of nineteen hun- amended.

dred and thirty-nine, and inserting in place thereof the fol-

lowing section:— Section 6. When any person in the com-
-^^^i^^ ^f

monwealth is supposed to have died by violence or by the examiners.

action of chemical, thermal or electrical agents or following

abortion, or from diseases resulting from injury or infection

relating to occupation, or suddenly when not disabled by
recognizable disease, or when any person is found dead, it

shall be the duty of any person having knowledge of such
death immediately to notify the medical examiner of the dis-

trict of the county wherein the body lies of the known facts

concerning the time, place, manner, circumstances, and cause

of such death. A physician who, having knowledge of such Penalty for

a death, fails to notify the medical examiner shall be punished n^otify

by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars. Immediately e-^^mmer.

upon receipt of such notification, the medical examiner shall

carefully inquire into the cause and circumstances of the

death and if, as a result of such inquiry, he is of the opinion

that death may have resulted from violence or unnatural

causes, he shall go to the dead body and take charge of the

same. Upon taking charge of the dead body and before

moving the same the medical examiner shall carefully note

the appearance, the condition and position of the body and
record every fact and circumstance tending to show the

cause and manner of death with the names and addresses of

all known witnesses and subscribe the same and make such
record a part of his report as provided in section seven. If Notification
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1 • • J i I to the district
on View of the dead body and after personal mquiry mto the attorney.

cause and manner of death, the medical examiner considers

a further examination necessary in the public interest, he
shall immediately notify the district attorney of the district

and county within whose jurisdiction the body lies of his

intention to make such further examination. The body shall

not be moved from the place where it lies until it has been
viewed by the district attorney or his representative if, at

the time he is notified of its existence by the medical exam-
iner, the district attorney gives notice of his desire to view
the same. After the district attorney or his representative Autopsy,

has viewed the body or has given notice that he does not
autlTorized.

desire to do so, the medical examiner on his own authority

may and, if he be so requested by the district attorney or

the attorney general, shall, make or cause to be made in his

presence, an autopsy on the aforesaid body. Such an autopsy
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shall be performed in the presence of two or more discreet

persons whose attendance the medical examiner may compel
by subpoena. If a medical examiner considers it necessary

to have a physician present as a witness at an autopsy, such
physician shall receive a fee of five dollars. Other witnesses,

except ofiicers named in section fifty of chapter two hundred
and sixty-two, shall be allowed two dollars each. A clerk

may be employed to record the results of such a view or au-
topsy and shall receive not more than five dollars per day
therefor. Upon written order of the district attorney of the

district where the body lies, or of the attorney general, a
medical examiner shall also make, or cause to be made in

his presence, an autopsy under like conditions of any dead
body within his county. The medical examiner may on his

own authority, and shall if so requested by the district attor-

ney of the county where the body lies, employ the services

of a pathologist, a chemist or other expert to aid in the ex-

ammation of the body or of substances supposed to have
caused or contributed to death, and if the aforesaid patholo-

gist, chemist or other expert is not already employed by the

commonM^ealth or by the city or county where the body lies

for the discharge of such services he shall, upon written au-

thorization of the medical examiner and of the district attor-

ney, if such employment and services were requested by him,

be allowed reasonable compensation, payable by the county
in the manner provided in section nineteen. The medical
examiner shall, at the time of the autopsy, record or cause

to be recorded each fact and circumstance tending to show
the condition of the body and the cause and manner of

death, with the names and addresses of said witnesses, which
record he shall subscribe. The medical examiner may allow

reasonable compensation, payable by the county in the man-
ner provided in section nineteen, for the transportation of

such bodies as need to be moved to a place where they can

be more satisfactorily examined, and for the use of such
quarters as may be needed for the performance of an autopsy.

Section 5. Said chapter thirty-eight is hereby further

amended by striking out section seven, as amended by chap-

ter three hundred and sixty-six of the acts of nineteen hun-
dred and forty-one, and inserting in place thereof the fol-

lowing section : — Section 7. He shall forthwith file with the

district attorney for his district a report of each autopsy and
view and of his personal inquiries, with a certificate that, in

his judgment, the manner and cause of death could not be
ascertained by view and inquiry and that an autopsy was
necessary. If the autopsy was requested or ordered by the

district attorney as provided in section six, he shall so cer-

tify to the commissioners of the county where the same was
held or, in Suffolk county, to the auditor of Boston. If upon
such view, personal inquiry or autopsy, the medical examiner

is of opinion that the death may have been caused by the

act or negligence of another, he shall at once notify the dis-

trict attorney and a justice of a district court or trial justice
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within whose jurisdiction the body was found, if the place

where found and the place of the said act or negligence are
within the same county, or if the latter place is unknown;,
otherwise, the district attorney and such a justice within

whose district or jurisdiction the said act or negligence oc-

curred. He shall also file with the district attorney thus

notified, and with the justice or in his court, an attested

copy of the view and his personal inquiries and a copy of

the record of the autopsy made as provided in section six.

He shall in all cases certify to the town clerk or registrar in

the place where the deceased died, and to the department
of industrial accidents in cases where death, in his opinion,

was caused by or related to the occupation of the deceased,

his name and residence, if known; otherwise, a description

as full as may be, with the cause and manner of death.

Section 6. Said chapter thirty-eight is hereby further g. l. (Ter.

amended by striking out section nineteen, as appearing in ameAdlci.^
^^'

the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the

following section : — Section 19. Every medical examiner Return, audit,

shall return an account of the expenses of each view or au- oHee^anl"*'
topsy, including his fees, to the commissioners of the county expenses.

where held, or in Suffolk county to the auditor of Boston.
The commissioners or auditor shall audit the same, and cer-

tify to the county treasurer what items therein are just and
reasonable, and he shall pay the same to the person entitled

thereto. No auditing officer shall certify any fee for an au-

topsy which was ordered or requested by the district attor-

ney of the district where the body was found until he has
received from the district attorney the certificate required

by section seven. Approved July 18, 194-5.

An Act relative to state aid, military aid, soldiers' Chap.633
RELIEF AND BURIALS OF WAR VETERANS AND THEIR DE-
PENDENTS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section six of chapter one hundred and fif- g. l. (Ter.

teen of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, amended^.'
^

^'

in the sixth line, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi-
tion, the words "from all appointments and enlistments in

the army or navy" and inserting in place thereof the words:
— or released from his last war time enlistment or appoint-
ment, — so that the first paragraph will read as follows :

—
The recipient of state aid shall have a residence, and shall ^.^Y™^-^*

°^

actually reside, in the town from which such aid is received, regulated.

shall not receive aid from any other town in the common-
wealth or from any other state, shall be in such needy cir-

cumstances as to require public assistance, and, if a soldier,

sailor or nurse, shall have been honorably discharged or
released from his last war time enlistment or appointment,
shall be so far disabled, as the result of his service in the
army or navy, as to prevent him from following his usual
occupation, and shall belong to one of the following classes:


