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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

An Act relative to the use of firearms.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 188 of chapter 265 of the General Laws as appearing
2 in the 1988 OfficialEdition is hereby amended by striking out lines
3 1-18 and inserting in place thereof the following;
4 “Whoever while committing an offense which may be punished
5 by imprisonment in the state prison uses or carries a firearm, rifle
6 or shotgun shall, in addition to the penalty tor such offense, be
7 punished by imprisonment in a jaii or house of correction for not
8 less than two years, or in the stale prison for not less than two
9 and one half years nor more than five years, which sentence shall

10 not be suspended, nor shall such person oe paroled prior to the
11 expiration of such additional sentence. Whoever has committed
12 an offense which may be punished by imprisonment in the state
13 prison and used or carried therein a firearm, rifle or shotgun and
14 who thereafter commits a second or subsequent offense which may
15 be punished by imprisonment in the stale prison and uses or
16 carries a firearm, rifle or shotgun therein shaii, in addition to the
17 penalty for such offense, be punished by imprisonment in the state
18 prison for five years, which sentence shall not be suspended, nor
19 shall such person be paroled prior to the expiration of five years.
20 Whoever while committing an offense which may be punished
21 by imprisonment in the state prison uses or carries a machine gun
22 shall, in addition to the penalty for such offense be punished by
23 imprisonment in state prison for not less than five years, nor more
24 than 15 years, which sentence shall not be suspended, nor shall
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25 such person be paroled prior to the expiration of such additional
26 sentence. Whoever has committed an offense which may be
27 punished by imprisonment in the state prison and used or carried
28 therein a machine gun and who thereafter commits a second or
29 subsequent offense which may be punished by imprisonment in
30 the state prison or uses or carries a machine gun therein shall,
3! in addition to the penalty for such offense, be punished by
32 imprisonment in the state prison for not less than 10 years, not
33 more than 20 years, which sentence shall not be suspended, nor
34 shall such person be paroled prior to the expiration of said
35 imposed sentence. This section shall not apply in the case of any
36 felony in which the offense consists in whole or in part of using
37 a dangerous weapon.”
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