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Chap, 36 An Act relative to the imposition of an excise on
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Ed^" 138 "^"s 21 Section twenty-one of chapter one hundred and thirty-

etc.', 'amended.' eight of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
section two of chapter six hundred and thirty-seven of the

acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, is hereby further

amended by striking out the paragraph inserted as the sixth

paragraph by section one of chapter three hundred and sixty-

seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine and
inserting in place thereof the following paragraph :

—
Excise. YoY each proof gallon, or fractional part thereof, of all

other alcoholic beverages containing more than fifty per
cent of alcohol by volume at sixty degrees Fahrenheit or

alcohol, at the rate of forty cents per proof gallon. The
words "proof gallon", when used in this section with refer-

ence to an alcoholic beverage, shall be held to be a gallon of

the alcoholic beverage which contains one half its volume of

alcohol of a specific gravity of seven thousand nine hun-
dred and thirty-nine ten thousandths (.7939) at sixty degrees

Fahrenheit. Every person subject to this section shall keep
a true and accurate account of all alcoholic beverages or

alcohol sold by him other than malt beverages imported into

the commonwealth by him, and a like account of all malt
beverages imported into the commonwealth by him, and
shall make a return thereof to the commissioner of corpora-

tions and taxation, hereinafter called the commissioner,
within ten days after the last day of each month, covering

such sales and importations by him during such month,
and shall at the time of such return make payment to the

commissioner of the amount due under this section for such
sales and importations in such month. The commissioner
shall assess on the basis of any available information any
deficiency in the amount so payable which remains unpaid
and shall notify the person so assessed who may within thirty

days of the date of the notice make application for abate-

ment thereof. Such assessment may be made at any time
within two years after the making of the earliest sale, or

importation, as the case may be, included in such assess-

ment. If the commissioner shall determine that a deficiency

so assessed should be abated or, upon application filed within

six months of the making of the return that an overpayment
has been made, he shall certify the amount of such abate-

ment or overpayment to the state treasurer, who shall

repay the amount so certified if paid, without further ap-

propriation therefor. The commissioner is hereby author-

ized to prescribe rules and regulations governing the method
of keeping accounts, making returns and paying the excise

provided for in this section. Such rules and regulations shall

provide for the waiver of payment of the excise in respect to

any alcoholic beverages or alcohol if it appears that an excise
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has already been paid under the provisions of this section in

respect thereto; provided, however, that alcohoHc beverages

or alcohol manufactured within or imported into the com-
monwealth and exported therefrom shall be exempt from such
excise. Alcohol for the purposes of this section shall mean
alcohol otherwise subject to any provision of this chapter

but shall not include alcohol sold for scientific, chemical,

mechanical, manufacturing, industrial, culinary, pharmaceu-
tical or medical purposes in containers greater in capacity

than one wine gallon. The taxes imposed by this section shall

also be applicable to sales of alcoholic beverages, upon which
an excise has not already been paid under the provisions

of this section, made by a railroad or car corporation or the

owner or operator of any vessel or shipping company licensed

to sell alcoholic beverages under the provisions of section

thirteen. Approved February 25, 1943.

An Act making minor and corrective changes in the QJiar), 37
LAWS relating TO COLLECTION OF LOCAL TAXES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section one of chapter sixty of the General Ed^'eo^l'i
Laws, as amended by section one of chapter one hundred etc., 'amended.

and sixty-four of the acts of nirieteen hundred and thirty-

three, is hereby further amended by striking out the word
", summons" each time it occurs therein, so that the last

two paragraphs, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, will

read as follows :
—

"Service", as applied to any notice, demand or other Term

paper, shall, except as otherwise provided in section sixteen, defined!'

mean delivering it or a copy to the person for whom it is

intended, or leaving it or a copy at his last and usual place

of abode or of business, or sending it or a copy by mail

postpaid addressed to him at his last and usual place of

abode or of business or, if such notice or other paper relates to

taxes on land, posting it or a copy conspicuously in some
convenient and public place and sending a copy by mail

postpaid addressed to the person for whom it is intended at

the town where such land lies. Such service shall be suffi-

cient whether made by the then collector of taxes or by
any predecessor.

The affidavit of the collector, deputy collector, sheriff,

deputy sheriff or constable serving the notice, demand or

other paper of the manner of service shall be kept on file

in the ofiice of the collector, and shall be prima facie evidence

that the same was so served.

Section 2. Section three of said chapter sixty, as most g. l. (Ter.

recently amended by section two of chapter two hundred and etc!, 'amended.

fifty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one,

is hereby further amended by striking out the last sentence

and inserting in place thereof the following sentence :
—

The tax notice and bill shall state that all payments shall


