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By Mr. Flaherty of Cambridge, petition of William M. Bulger and

Charles F. Flaherty for legislation to provide suitable recognition of
residents of Massachusetts who shall have served in the armed forces
of the United States during the Persian Gulf Conflict. Human Services
and Elderly Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

An Act providing suitable recognition of those residents of
MASSACHUSETTS WHO SHALL HAVE SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES OF
THE UNITED STATES DURING THE PERSIAN GULF CONFLICT.

1 Whereas, the deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide prompt recognition of
3 Massachusetts residents upon their honorable discharge or release
4 from duty in the armed forces of the United States during the
5 hostilities in the Persian Gulf area, therefore it is hereby declared
6 to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation
7 of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Upon application, as hereinafter provided, there
2 shall be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the commonwealth
3 without appropriation to each person, who shall have served in
4 the armed forces of the United States for a period of six months
5 or more since August second, nineteen hundred and ninety until
6 the end of the Persian Gulf conflict as determined by federal
7 authorities and who was discharged or released under honorable
8 conditions from such service, the sums hereinafter specified;
9 provided, however, that the domicile of every person on account

10 of whose service the application is filed shall have been in the
11 commonwealth for a period of not less than six months
12 immediately prior to the time of his entry into the service.



HOUSE - No. 5012 [February2

13 (1) Five hundred dollars to each such Persian Gulf veteran who
14 performed active service outside the continental limits of the
15 United States in the Persian Gulf area, as said area is described
16 by proper federal authority.
17 (2) Three hundred dollars to all other such Persian Gulf veterans
18 whose active service was performed within the contintental limits
19 of the United States, or without the continental limits of the

20 United States in an area other than the Persian Gulf area.

1 SECTION 2. The words “armed forces”, as used in this act,
2 shall mean the following; United States Army, Army of the
3 United States, United States Army Reserve, National Guard,
4 United States Navy, United States Naval Reserve, United States
5 Marine Corps, United States Marine Corps Reserve, United
6 States Coast Guard, United States Coast Guard Reserve, Army
7 Nurse Corps, Navy Nurse Corps, United States Air Force and
8 United States Air Force Reserve, Air National Guard and
9 including women’s branches of said armed forces.

1 SECTION 3. In the case of the decease of any person who
2 would, if alive, be entitled to the benefits of this act, the sum named
3 therein shall be paid to his heirs-at-law; provided, however, that
4 if there is more than one heir-at-law, payments shall in either case
5 be made in such proportions as the state treasurer shall determine,
6 and in determining the order of precedence so far as practicable
7 the following order shall be observed; wife and children,
8 mother or father, brother or sister, other dependents; provided,
9 however, that no right or payment under this act shall be subject

10 to the claims of creditors, capable of assignment, regarded as
11 assets, legal or equitable of the estate of the deceased or made
12 the basis for administration thereof.

1 SECTION 4. In the case of the decease of any person who died
2 while in active service, there shall be paid the sum of five hundred
3 dollars subject to, and in the manner provided by section three.

1 SECTION 5. In the case of any person who is mentally
2 incompetent and is entitled to the benefits of this act and for whom
3 no legal guardian has been appointed by the court, the sum named
4 therein shall be paid to his dependents, and in determining the
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5 order of precedence so far as practicable the following order shall
6 be observed: wife and children, mother or father, brother or
7 sister, other dependents.

1 SECTION 6. Applications hereunder shall be filed with the
2 state treasurer, upon forms to be furnished by him. The state
3 treasurer may accept the written statement of an assessor of a city
4 or town that a person claiming pay or on whose account pay is
5 claimed by a dependent or heir-at-law, under the provisions of
6 this act, was domiciled therein on the first day of January, in any
7 year, as prima facie evidence of the fact of such domicile, and he
8 may accept such other evidence of domicile as he may consider
9 adequate or necessary. The assessors of the several cities and

10 towns shall, at the request of the state treasurer, forthwith furnish
11 such information relative to such domicile as their records may
12 disclose. The state treasurer may require and accept such
13 additional evidence as he may consider necessary to establish the
14 fact of domicile within the commonwealth as provided under
15 section one of this act.

1 SECTION 7. The adjutant general shall certify to the state
2 treasurer the dates of service and any other military information
3 necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.

1 SECTION 8. Whoever knowingly makes a false statement,
2 oral or written, relating to a material fact in supporting a claim
3 under the provisions of this act, shall be punished by a fine of
4 not more than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for not
5 more than three years, or both. Offences under this section may
6 be prosecuted by the attorney general, or under his direction, in
7 any court within the commonwealth, and all fines collected
8 thereunder shall be paid into the treasury of the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 9. The state treasurer shall act uponall applications
2 made hereunder, and may expend for clerical assistance and for
3 such other expenses such sums as may be necessary in carrying
4 out the provisions of this act, not exceeding the sums appropriated
5 by the general court for the purpose.
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1 SECTION 10. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the state
2 treasurer in the matter of payments provided for by this act may
3 appeal to a board, to consist of a member of the department of
4 the state treasurer to be designated by him, an assistant attorney
5 general to be designated by the attorney general, and the adjutant
6 general or his designee, and shall be entitled to a hearing, after
7 due notice, upon such appeal. The decision of the said board shall
8 be final.

1 SECTION 11. In anticipation of the issue of bonds authorized
2 in section twelve, the state treasurer may borrow, from time to
3 time on the credit of the commonwealth, such sums of money as
4 may be necessary for the purpose and may issue and renew, as
5 hereinafter provided, notes of the commonwealth therefor,
6 bearing interest payable at such times and at such rates as shall
7 be fixed by the state treasurer. Such notes shall be issued and may
8 be renewed one or more times for such terms, not exceeding one
9 year, as the governor may recommend to the general court in

10 accordance with Section 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments
11 to the Constitution of the Commonwealth; but the final maturity
12 of such notes, whether original or renewal, shall be not later than
13 June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety-six.

1 SECTION 12. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
2 out the provisions of sections one, three, four and five of this act,
3 or to refinance notes issued as provided in section eleven of this
4 act, the state treasurer shall, upon request of the governor, issue
5 and sell at public or private sale bonds of the commonwealth,
6 registered or with interest coupons attached, as he may deem best,
7 to an amount to be specified by the governor from time to time,
8 but not exceeding, in the aggregate, the sum of two million dollars.
9 All bonds issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall be

10 designated on their face, Persian Gulf Conflict Loan, Act of 1991,
11 and shall be on the serial payment plan for such maximum term
12 of years, not exceeding ten years, as the governor may recommend
13 to the general court pursuant to Section 3 of Article LXII of the
14 Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, the
15 maturities thereof to be so arranged that the amounts payable in
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16 the several years of the period ofamortization, other than the final
17 year, shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion of the state treasurer
18 it is practicable to make them. Said bonds shall bear interest
19 semiannually at such rate as the state treasurer, with the approval
20 of the governor, shall fix. The initial maturities of such bonds shall
21 be payable not later than June thirtieth, two thousand ten.
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