
HOUSE 5268
By Mr. Vellucci of Cambridge, petition of Francis H. Duehay,

Alice K. Wolf (mayor) and others (with the approval of the city
council) relative to the licensing of premises serving alcoholic
beverages in the city of Cambridge. Government Regulations. [Local
Approval Received.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

An Act relative to the licensing of alcoholic beverages in
CAMBRIDGE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 In Cambridge, the board of license commissioners may impose
2 upon a license issued pursuant to chapter one hundred and thirty-
-3 eight of the General Laws a condition to the effect that the
4 occupancy of particular licensed premises shall not exceed a stated
5 number of persons; provided that such a condition may only be
6 imposed if said board finds one or both of the following: that a
7 higher occupancy level would not serve the public need, or that
8 a higher occupancy level would not protect the common good.
9 In finding that a higher occupancy level would not protect the

10 common good, the board may consider the area in which the
11 licensed premises are located and may make a subsidiary finding
12 that a higher occupancy level would in said area unreasonably
13 increase disruption, criminal activity, noise, pedestrian traffic,
14 vehicular traffic, or problems relative to the parking of motor
15 vehicles. Under chapter one hundred and thirty-eight of the
16 General Laws, said board may also deny any application to increase
17 the occupancy level of licensed premises and any application to
18 change the description of licensed premises which would
19 accommodate a higher occupancy level; provided that any such
20 application may only be denied if said board finds one or both
21 of the following: that the increase in occupancy level or the change
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22 in premises’ description accommodating a higher occupancy level
23 would not serve the public need, or that said increase or said
24 change would not protect the common good. In finding that said
25 increase or said change would not protect the common good, the
26 board may consider the area in which the licensed premises are
27 located and may make a subsidiary finding that such increases
28 or such change would in said area unreasonably increase
29 disruption, criminal activity, noise, pedestrian traffic, vehicular
30 traffic, or problems relative to the parking of motor vehicles.
31 Nothing in this section shall authorize said board to invalidate
32 in any way a certificate of occupancy, a certificate of inspection,
33 or other certificate setting an occupancy level for licensed premises
34 pursuant to the state building code or any of its rules or
35 regulations; provided, said board in harmony with the provisions
36 of this section may deny liquor license applications citing the
37 occupancy level, in whole or in part, as the basis for the denial,
38 and may condition a liquor license on an occupancy level lower
39 than the occupancy level set pursuant to the state building code
40 or any of its rules and regulations.


