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teen hundred and thirty-nine, are hereby suspended for the
duration of the existing state of war between the United
States and certain foreign countries, and for two years
thereafter.

Section 2. During the period of such suspension, no
trust company shall maintain a branch office except as pro-

vided in this act or in section forty-seven of said chapter

one hundred and seventy-two of the General Laws, but
nothing herein shall affect the maintenance of branch offices

lawfully estabhshed prior to the effective date hereof.

Section 3. During said period, any trust company may,
with the approval of the board of bank incorporation, es-

tablish and operate one or more branch offices in the town
where its main office is located, or in any other town within

the same county having no commercial banking facilities

or having facilities which, in the opinion of said board, are

inadequate for the public convenience.

Section 4. During said period, any office or offices of a

trust company the business of which has been taken over

under section forty-four or section forty-four A of said chap-
ter one hundred and seventy-two of the General Laws
by a trust company whose main office is located in the same
county, or any office or offices of a national banking associ-

ation the whole or a substantial part of the assets of which
has been purchased or otherwise acquired by a trust com-
pany so located, may, with the approval of the commissioner
of banks, be maintained as a branch office or offices of such
corporation. Approved April 20, 1943.

Chap.l9S An Act making permanent certain emergency provi-

sions RELATIVE TO RESERVE FUNDS OF TRUST COMPA-
NIES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section seventy-five of chapter one hundred and seventy-

two of the General Laws, as amended by section twenty-
nine of chapter three hundred and forty-nine of the acts of

nineteen hundred and thirty-four, is hereby further amended
by striking out the last sentence and inserting in place

thereof the following sentence :
— Notwithstanding the pro-

visions of this section and of sections seventy-three and
seventy-four, the commissioner may by regulation increase

or decrease from time to time, in his discretion, the reserve

balances required to be maintained against either demand
or time deposits. Approved April 20, 1943.
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Ch(ip.l94: An Act extending the benefits of veterans' prefer-
ence, so called, under the civil service laws.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section twenty-one of chapter thirty-one of the General
Laws, as most recently amended by section twenty-eight

of chapter two hundred and thirty-eight of the acts of nine-

G. L. (Ter.
Ed), 31, § 21,
etc., amended.
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teen hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended
by inserting after the word "decoration" in the seventeenth
hne, as appearing in chapter one hundred and thirty-seven

of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, the words:
—

, or (3) any person who has served in time of war or

insurrection in any corps or unit of the United States estab-

lished for the purpose of enabhng women to serve with,

or as auxihary to, the armed forces of the United States,

and whose last discharge or release from active duty in such
corps or unit was an honorable one, regardless of any prior

discharge or release therefrom, — so as to read as follows :
—

Section 21: The word "veteran", as used in this chapter. Veterans*

shall mean (1) any person who has served in the army, under^dvii

navy or marine corps of the United States in time of war or service law.

insurrection and whose last discharge or release from active j^^*^j*°"

duty therein was an honorable one, regardless of any prior

discharge or release therefrom, or (2) any person who has
distinguished himself by gallant or heroic conduct while

serving in the army, navy or marine corps of the United
States and has received a decoration designated as the con-

gressional medal of honor from the president of the United
States or the secretary of war, or from a person designated

by the president or the said secretary to act as the personal

representative of the president or said secretary for the

presentation of such decoration, and is recorded in the files

of the war department or the navy department of the United
States as having received such decoration, or (3) any person
who has served in time of war or insurrection in any corps

or unit of the United States established for the purpose of

enabling women to serve with, or as auxihary to, the armed
forces of the United States, and whose last discharge or

release from active duty in such corps or unit was an honor-

able one, regardless of any prior discharge or release there-

from; provided, that the person claiming to be a veteran
under this section was a citizen of the commonwealth at the

time of his induction into such service or has resided in the

commonwealth for five consecutive years next prior to

the date of filing application with the director under this

chapter; and provided, further, that any such person who at

the time of entering said service had declared his intention to

become a subject or citizen of the United States and with-

drew such intention under the provisions of the act of con-

gress approved July ninth, nineteen hundred and eighteen,

and any person designated as a conscientious objector upon
his discharge, shall not be deemed a "veteran" within the

meaning of this chapter. Approved April 20, 19A3.


