
HOUSE No. 6450

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Executive Department.

STATE HOUSE • BOSTON 02133

WILLIAM F WELD
GOVERNOR

ARGEO PAUL CELLUCCI
FENANT GOVERNOR

December 30, 1991

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, section
3, of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, I am returning to you for amendment House Bill No.
5007, entitled an "Act Making Appropriations To Fund A Certain
Collective Bargaining Agreement Between The Commonwealth And The
Alliance, AFSCME-SEIU, AFL-CIO - Units 2, 8 And 10".

Commontocaltf) of fllatiadjuitUe

This bill, and four others which I am also sending back for
amendment, were passed to fund the collective bargaining
agreements that were negotiated in the waning moments of the
Dukakis administration. If I were to sign these five bills, this
administration would be committing the Commonwealth to $289
million in raises for state employees during a time when the
Commonwealth continues to struggle with major budgetary issues.
I believe that the electorate of this Commonwealth voted a new
administration into office to adopt a policy of fiscal restraint
and to reject all expenditures that the Commonwealth cannot
afford. A 13% across the board salary increase for state
employees in this fiscal environment is just such an expenditure.
This increase applies to all employees regardless of the quality
of their work. It is not in any way performance based which is
the philosophy this administration will adopt in its future
collective bargaining negotiations regarding any salary increases
the Commonwealth can afford to pay its employees.

I therefore recommend that House Bill No. 5007 be amended by
inserting after section three the following two sections:

Section 4. Provided further that notwithstanding any
general or special law to the contrary, including but not limited
to the provisions of section seven of chapter one hundred and
fifty E, the appropriation contained herein shall be for cost
items for fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-one only and
all cost items for fiscal years nineteen hundred and ninety-two
and nineteen hundred and ninety-three are hereby duly rejected
and returned to the parties for further bargaining.
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Section 5. Paragraph (b) of section 7 of chapter one
hundred and fifty E of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1990
Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking in line 17 the
word "bargaining" and inserting in place thereof "bargaining;
provided further that an appropriation funding the cost items for
the first year of a collective bargaining agreement does not
constitute an approval by the legislative body to fund cost items
for the entire term of the agreement; provided further, if the
appropriation process is not completed prior to a successor
executive taking office, and could not be completed without the
successor executive performing some ministerial or discretionary
act including but not limited to submitting to the appropriate
legislative body a request for the appropriation or signing the
final appropriation bill then the cost items of said agreement
shall be automatically returned to the parties for further
bargaining."

Sincerely,

William F. Weld
Governor

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper


