
Acts, 1943. — Chaps. 222, 223. 231

An Act providing in the existing war emergency for Chav. 222
THE PAROLE OF CERTAIN PRISONERS SENTENCED TO THE
STATE PRISON.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
pr'^ambre*'^

to defeat its purpose which is to assist in the successful

prosecution of the war, therefore it is hereby declared to

be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preser-

vation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. If it appears to the parole board to be in

the public interest and to aid in the successful prosecution

of the existing state of war between the United States and
certain foreign countries, said board may grant to a prisoner,

other than a prisoner serving a life sentence, in the state

prison or a prisoner transferred therefrom to the Massa-
chusetts reformatory or the state prison colony who has

served two and one half years of his sentence, a special

permit to be at liberty during the remainder of his term of

sentence, upon such terms and conditions as said board
shall prescribe. A prisoner held upon two or more sentences,

except those to be served concurrently, may be eligible for

release under this section when he has served two and one
half years of his aggregate sentences.

Section 2. This act shall be effective only during the

continuance of the existing state of war between the United
States and any foreign country.

Approved April 30, 1943.

An Act penalizing the libel of groups of persons Chav.22S
because of race, color or religion.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs:

Chapter two hundred and seventy-two of the General
EJ^^-^^g^""-

Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section ninety- new '§ osc,

eight B, inserted by chapter one hundred and seventy of the
^'^'^^'^•

acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, the following sec-

tion:— Section 98C. Whoever publishes any false written or Libei of

printed material with intent to maliciously promote hatred Cf ra°c"! coioT,'**'

of any group of persons in the commonwealth because ^tc.

of race, color or religion shall be guilty of libel and shall be Penalty.

punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or

by imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. The
defendant may prove in defense that the publication was
privileged or was not malicious. Prosecutions under this

section shall be instituted only by the attorney general or

by the district attorney for the district in which the alleged

libel was published. Approved April 30, 1943.


