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An Act subjecting to the civil service laws the offices QJiaj) 231
AND positions OF THE MUNICIPAL EMPLOYMENT BUREAU
OF THE CITY OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The offices and positions of the municipal
employment bureau of the city of Boston shall, upon the

effective date of this act, become subject to the civil service

laws and the rules and regulations thereunder, and the terms
of office of any incumbents of said offices and positions shall

be unlimited, subject to said laws. The persons holding said

offices and positions on said effective date shall be subjected

to a non-competitive qualifying examination by the division

of civil service, and those passing said examination shall be
certified for their respective offices and positions and shall

be deemed to be permanently appointed thereto without
being required to serve any probationary period.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 5, 1943.

An Act to permit the admission in evidence of declara- Chav. 2S2
tions of deceased persons made after the commence-
MENT of actions AND OTHER CIVIL JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter two hundred and thirty-three of the o. l. (Ter.

General Laws is hereby amended by striking out section f e's,' et^c^,'

sixty-five, as amended by section one of chapter one hundred amended.

and five of the acts of the current year, and inserting in place

thereof the following section :
— Section 65. In any action Declaration

or other civil judicial proceeding, a declaration of a deceased
perlon*^''*^'^

person shall not be inadmissible in evidence as hearsay or as

private conversation between husband and wife, as the case

may be, if the court finds that it was made in good faith and
upon the personal knowledge of the declarant.

Section 2. This act shall take effect on October first in Effective date.

the current year. Approved May 5, 19A3.

An Act relative to the admissibility in evidence of (Jhnj) 233
copies of hospital records.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section seventy-nine of chapter two hundred Sj^' .^Xfv ^niii'i.i ci/^ IT 111 J • Ed.), 233, 8 79,

and thirty-three of the General Laws, as amended by section etc., amended.

two of chapter three hundred and eighty-nine of the acts of

nineteen hundred and forty-one, is hereby further amended
by inserting after the word ''cases" in the fifth line the

words :— and the court may, in its discretion, admit copies

of such records, if certified by the persons in custody thereof

to be true and complete, — so as to read as follows :
— Sec- Admissibility

tion 79. Records kept by hospitals under section seventy of records!*'"'
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Effective date.

chapter one hundred and eleven shall be admissible as evi-

dence in the courts of the commonwealth so far as such rec-

ords relate to the treatment and medical history of such cases
and the court may, in its discretion, admit copies of such
records, if certified by the persons in custody thereof to be
true and complete; but nothing therein contained shall be
admissible as evidence which has reference to the question
of liability. Copies of photographic or micro-photographic
records so kept by hospitals, when duly certified by the per-

son in charge of the hospital, shall be admitted in evidence
equally with the original photographs or micro-photographs.
Section 2. This act shall take effect on October first in

the current year. Approved May 6, 1943.

Chap. 2S4: ^^ ^CT TO PROVIDE RELIEF AGAINST EXCESSIVE ATTACH-
MENTS.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 22.3,

new § 42A,
added.

Amount of

attachment by
trustee process
limited.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 22.3,

§ 114, etc.,

amended.

Excessive
attachment,
how reduced
or discharged.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloios:

Section 1. Chapter two hundred and twenty-three of the

General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section

forty-two, as amended, the following section :
— Section 42A.

In an action or suit for an amount which is liquidated or

ascertainable by calculation, no attachment by trustee proc-

ess or otherwise shall be made for a larger sum than the

amount of the claim and such additional amount as is rea-

sonably necessary to include interest thereon and costs likely

to be taxed in the action.

Section 2. Said chapter two hundred and twenty-three

is hereby further amended by striking out section one hun-
dred and fourteen, as amended by section one of chapter

three hundred and twenty-five of the acts of nineteen hun-
dred and thirty-eight, and inserting in place thereof the fol-

lowing section: — Section llJf.. If an excessive or unreason-

able attachment, by trustee process or otherwise, is made on
mesne process, the defendant or person whose property has
been attached may apply in writing, in any county, to a

justice of the court to which such process is returnable, for

a reduction of the amount of the attachment or for its dis-

charge; and such justice shall order a notice to the plain-

tiff, or, if the plaintiff is a non-resident, to his attorney, which
shall be returnable before himself or any other justice of the

same court as speedily as circumstances permit. If, upon a

summary hearing of the parties, it is found that the action

is one to recover for an amount which is liquidated or ascer-

tainable by calculation, and the attachment is for a larger

sum than the amount of the claim and such additional amount
as is reasonably necessary to include interest thereon and
costs likely to be taxed in the action, or if it appears that

the amount of the claim is unliquidated and unascertainable

by calculation and that the amount of the attachment is

excessive or unreasonable, the court shall reduce or dissolve


